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"I have had several people say to me that it was a way for them to acknowledge their loss
and a way to grieve with others that have experienced the same thing."
"Thank you for honoring first of all God, and those of us that have lost loved ones, had
COVID, or work in health care, and all the struggles COVID has brought upon families."
These are some of the words of thanks we have received from across the District.
We appreciate you tuning in on Sunday to our COVID Memorial and Prayer Service!
If you missed it, the service is archived on Facebook and you can watch it at any time.
Indeed, even after acknowledging our grief, our grief does not instantly fade away this service will remain relevant as we continue to process our experiences with COVID.
A longer list of names of those in the District lost to COVID can be read here.

A Special Thanks to Our Musicians
A special thanks to Dr. Chris McBride and Teresa Teri for their musical contributions to
the COVID Memorial Service!
You can stream Teresa Teri's music via YouTube
Chris McBride's band David's Psalm just released a new album, "Everlasting" visit the website of David's Psalm to hear more!

2021 Annual Conference: June 6 - 7
The 52nd session of the West Ohio Conference will
be held Sunday June 6 from 2-6pm and
Monday, June 7 from 8:30am-4:30pm. Bishop
Palmer and the Planning Committee unanimously
decided to hold a virtual conference again this
year since the COVID pandemic is still a serious
concern. The theme of Annual Conference is “Run
the race with perseverance” based on the scripture Hebrews 12:1-3.
The Ohio River Valley District is in need of At-Large members.
We are looking for leaders who have been active participants in their congregation and
who are spiritually-minded. Applicants must be committed people who love Christ, others
and in particular the United Methodist Church. The decisions made regarding
recommendations and the election of delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences
are crucial to our future together. If you sign up to be an At-Large member then it is
expected that you will attend the 2021 Virtual West Ohio Annual Conference barring some
unforeseen emergency. We will create a waiting list just in case someone cannot attend.
If you would like to be an At-Large member for this year's virtual annual conference and
have not served in this capacity before, please complete this application for
consideration.
If you served last year and would like to do so again this year, send an email to Nancy
Newton.
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact the district office at
513.421.2057 or email Nancy.

Help Needed: ERT's and Flood Buckets
Following last week's flooding in southern Ohio, volunteers are needed for muck-outs and
other recovery projects.
If you and/or your ERT team is ready to serve, you can be in touch with:
Mike Boster, Lawrence County EMA, at 740-533-4375
Gary Stabler, Shawnee Valley District, at 740-384-3328
Rev. Anthony Thomas, New Hope UMC, for housing needs at 419-708-1607
If you have questions, feel free to email Mariellyn Grace at mgrace@wocumc.org.
If you have flood buckets available, please contact the District Office so they can be
distributed.

Resources
Multiply Minis: Relevant, timely trainings to multiply
your impact.
Over the past few months, the West Ohio Office of Fresh
Starts and New Beginnings staff have been engaging in
one-on-one conversations with leaders from around the
conference to check in and ask three questions:
What is going well in your church?
What are your challenges?
How can we best serve you in this next season?
In response to the feedback, 22 different Multiply Minis
have been created to meet the needs of West Ohio leaders. “I’m excited about the format,
the variety, the follow-up options, and the innovative approach of the Multiply Minis,
especially since they are based on the feedback we received. I encourage you to take as
many as you would find beneficial,” says Bishop Palmer.
Multiply Minis are live trainings for ministry leaders to break out of the norm and hear fresh
ideas. These 22 different options will encourage, inspire, and resource churches with the
most current topics and innovative best practices from practitioners across West Ohio and
beyond.
Each participant will leave the 90-minute webcasts with practical, ready-to-use tools along
with “the one big thing” to take home. After each Mini, participants can opt-in to ongoing
“Co- Labs” which are learning groups designed to help participants move from information
to action.
Multiply Minis are free for West Ohio clergy and laity. Space is limited to 150 participants
per Mini. To view the full listing of this year’s Multiply Minis and/or to register for any of the
sessions, visit www.multiplyminis.org. CEUs are available for all Multiply Minis.

Creation care and environmental justice are part of our

baptismal vows as United Methodists. One action step is:
Buying Green Electricity
A great option for churches that are interested in
sustainability is to purchase Green (i.e. renewable)
electricity. This is one of the most significant actions your
church can take to reduce your impact.
Green electricity used to be far more expensive than brown electricity, but that’s not true
anymore. In most cases, the difference in price is around 0.01 cents per KWH, which for
most small-medium sized buildings is less than $100 per year.
When you buy Green electricity, the electricity that is delivered to your building won’t be
any greener. Your building will still be receiving electricity from Ohio’s power grid, of which
only 5% is generated from renewable sources. The difference is where your money goes.
When you buy Green electricity, your money will purchase REC’s (Renewable Energy
Credits) that will help pay for such things as a wind turbine installation or a solar panel
installation. So while this action may not make your building’s electricity any greener, it will
help make our nation’s overall electricity supply greener.
One warning! There are many electric suppliers who are unethical. They offer you a great
rate, but fail to mention that it is a multi-year contract with an adjustable rate and that the
rate typically goes up significantly after the first year. Needless to say, if they cold-call you
on the phone, you don’t want them. When shopping around, stick with the large Ohio
utilities of Duke, AEP or First Energy. You’ll get a competitive rate with no surprises.
Doug Bell
(513)264-0179
Doug.cincy1@gmail.com
Doug Bell is a United Methodist in the Ohio River Valley District, who
serves GreenUmbrella.org on the faith communities team.

Dear Friends,
The Order of Deacons for the West Ohio Conference invite you to the 2021 Virtual Deacon
Formation Event on Saturday April 17, 8:30 am – 2:00 pm. The event will feature West
Ohio Conference’s Resident Bishop, Bishop Gregory V. Palmer and Director of Diversity
and Inclusion, Rev. April Casperson. The day will also feature stories of Deacons on
varying paths of ministry along with opportunities to connect with Deacons throughout the
United Methodist Connection.
The registration link for the event is: https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2021bi-annual-deacon-formation-event
Scripture: I John 3:2-3
"Dear friends, now we are God’s children, and it hasn’t yet appeared what we will be. We
know that when God appears we will be like God because we’ll see God as God is. And all
who have this hope in God purify themselves even as God is pure."
We’re looking forward to being with you via Zoom.

Doing VBS this summer? Planning for kids' activities?
Consider getting your meals from UMCFoods!
"SUMMER is right around the corner! As we return to in-person activities in some ways,
we want to make sure that our children are fed, and that your programs have great meals
to give your kids
Please use the link to tell us about your need for SFSP meals to pass out at your sites.
Please note: This is primarily for in-person eating at your program site. The majority of our
meals delivered to your site will be hot meals.
IF YOU ARE A CHILD CARE currently operating with UMCFood, please DO NOT fill this
form out. This form is for all of our sites that serve only school-age children, and have inperson activities happening this summer
DEADLINE IS April 9 to guarantee your spot with UMCFood."

For Students : Summer Jobs
with UMC Foods / AmeriCorp
Use this link to apply:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/21americorp
UMCFood provides over 4 million meals annually to children across Northern Kentucky
and Greater Cincinnati. (Watch the video to learn more)
As an Americorp member with UMCFood, you will help provide meals to children who
normally eat in school, by preparing and delivering bulk meals to our partner sites which
include YMCA’s, Boys and Girls Clubs, city pools, churches, schools and other community
centers.
YOU WILL need to have an excellent work ethic, a vehicle to transport meals to our
partners, and availability to work at least 300 hours over the course of the summer.
YOU WILL NOT: Have to work late nights (generally done well before 6p), work with
grease, or work long weekends (an occasional Saturday morning might be requested from
you).
YOU WILL RECEIVE: In addition to being able to put AMERICORP MEMBER on your
resume, you will receive $2100 ($7/hour) living stipend from Americorp (paid bi weekly),
$1312 educational stipend from Americorp (payable to your school, but refundable to you
if your tuition and fees are paid by other sources), $3 living stipend from UMCFood (paid
weekly) and up to $5 hour bonus paid weekly for showing up to work and not calling
off. All told, the compensation can exceed $19 per hour (including educational
stipend). We also pay .40 per mile.

Classifieds
Paid and unpaid job openings:
UMC Food Ministry - Summer Americorp Interns
Sharonville UMC - Preschool Director
Epiphany UMC - Director of Finance
John Wesley UMC - Director of Family and Student Ministry
North Bend UMC - Keyboardist/Pianist
Shiloh UMC - Director of Student and Family Ministries
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Children's Pre K-6 Teacher
John Wesley Early Learning Center - Assistant Teacher
Anderson Hills UMC - Director of Student Ministry
Items needed and available:
A friend - Free! Choral music
Faith Community UMC member - Free! Handmade cloth masks
Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified

A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
Rev. Jeannine Mowery who died Monday, December 14, 2020. She was a retired pastor
from the West Ohio Conference. Preceding her in death was her husband, Rev. Harold
Mowery who was also from the West Ohio Conference. Graveside services were
conducted on December 23, 2020 at Amanda Township Cemetery in Amanda, Ohio. To
read her obituary and leave condolences online click here.

