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January 7, 2020

Todd shares a video message about the breaking news for the United Methodist denomination.
Bishop Palmer's letter is also a very helpful resource.

A story from John Wagner in Middletown:

Our church, Middletown First, was featured in this Washington Post article that came out on New
Year's Day: I like the way it lifts up both the growing burden and complexity of dealing with the

https://youtu.be/qn99OE6sq-4
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/and-hope-does-not-disappoint-us-0
https://wapo.st/2rPExBW?tid=ss_mail
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/journey-freedom-art-quilts-cynthia-lockhart
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/faith-friends-art-experience-0
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/life-line-screening
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/movie-night-armstrong-chapel


mentally ill and addicted persons who are homeless. And I'm very proud of my church's part in this
effort, which long predates my arrival. Some of what I wish had been included is the fact that The
Gathering, another UM church just a block away, is wholly dedicated to working with this population.
It's very hard work, and both the past pastor Carrie Jenna and current pastor Patty Anderson Cook
deserve a mention. Also the program the article talked about, SHALOM, is very much an ecumenical
organisation. Our church takes in the homeless overnight for only one week in the winter, and then
other churches, Catholic and Protestant - including Christ UMC - have their turn, much like Interfaith
Hospitality Network. I also feel that local police, hospitals, other aid agencies are doing the best they
can under the circumstances. Finally, while there has apparently been some "dumping" of the
homeless in our town, I believe there are United Methodists and others in surrounding towns who are
every bit as dedicated and have received this population with grace and compassion.

Then again, since the"Hillbilly Elegy" movie is coming out soon, and will focus on MIddletown's
problems, I'm glad for the shout out!

- Pastor John Wagner

Praying for Our Churches

During the month of January, the staff of the Ohio
River Valley District is praying for the
congregation, pastors and church ministries of the
following churches... that you might bring the hope
of Christ to your community. This year's Annual
Conference theme of Be Not afraid, God Is With
Us guides our prayers for you.

Week of January 12:
Californa Columbia - Pastor Marvin Jones / PPRC
Chair Tom Scanlon

Clough - Pastor Paula Stewart / PPRC Chair
Donna Rogers

Middletown Amanda - Pastor Jim Weible / PPRC
Chair Ed Ostermann

January 19:
Hyde Park Bethlehem - Pastor Barb Schnecker / PPRC Chair Paul Flaugher
Korean Madisonville - Pastor Shin Sung / PPRC Chair Sooun Lee
Oxford - Pastor Caleb Henry / PPRC Chair Diane Oak

January 26:
Cornerstone - Pastor Aaron Brown / PPRC Chair Julie Flack
Loveland - Pastor Brad Olson / PPRC Chair Eric Bradley
Monfort Heights - Pastors Angie Sherer and Jason Taylor / PPRC Chair Anna Sobolewski

"Crossing the Color Line" 
Sunday, January 19 at Clifton UMC

Sponsored by The West Ohio Conference

On Sunday, January 19, at 4:00 pm, The West
Ohio Conference will present, "Crossing the Color
Line: 400 Years of Race in America," an afternoon
of worship, learning, and discussion about the
history of racism in the U.S. The event will include
a screening of the documentary, "Underground,"
which takes viewers on a journey through Black
history in America, including the eras of slavery,
segregation, and separation. 

 



Directed by West Ohio pastor, Rev. Ryan Grace, and produced by Missionary Mariellyn Grace,
"Underground" both acknowledges the racism that has separated Black and White people for hundreds
of years, and celebrates the ways in which Black and White people have worked together to overcome
racial division. Dinner and discussion will follow the worship service. The event, which is free and open
to the public, will be held at Clifton United Methodist Church, 3416 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati,
OH. Please register via the West Ohio website.

2020 ORV Leadership Training Day

Saturday, January 25, 2020 - 9:00am to 3:45pm

Love Your Neighborhood is the theme of the 2020 ORV Leadership training day taking place
Saturday, January 25 at Armstrong Chapel UMC.
Joining us this year will be keynote speaker Mr. Sam Rodriguez, Director of Faith Formation and
Community Engagement for the West Ohio Conference. Nurturing relationships that make a difference
with our neighbors is a path to richly deepening our faith formation. He will share how thoroughly
validating our cultural context, employing empathetic strategies and creating risk-taking innovative
ministries will touch the lives of new people with Christ's love.

Read a list of workshop opportunities here, or register online via our website.

We have a bulletin insert you can print and share with your congregation! Get the PDF here

Clergy Spouses Gathering: Saturday Feb 8, 10 AM to 12 PM
@ Westwood UMC Parsonage (3486 Epworth Avenue, Cincinnati 45211)

Ohio River Valley District Spouses of Clergy team have a great gathering planned for spouses of ORV
clergy on Februay 8. It will take place at the home of Rev. Lee and Beth Strawhun and the theme
is Fun Things to do in Cincinnati. You'll enjoy fellowship, refreshments, sharing and encouragement
with others who appreciate your unique role as the spouse of a pastor. Please let Beth know you're
coming by email at prov3456@hotmail.com.

 Resources

It's W-2 Time!

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/crossing-color-line-cincinnati
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/district/ohiorivervalley/event/2020-orv-leadership-training-day
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/5825e4ae-74fd-4a09-811f-cc0e719ea4a2.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1574
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/6da355af-2146-44a1-bcfb-c4d039673782.pdf
mailto:prov3456@hotmail.com


2019 W-2s are due to all employees by January 31, 2020.  Information to help with preparing IRS Form
W-2 for clergy, which can be complicated, can be found on the Conference website.  Use the
worksheet and example here as a guide for preparing your pastor's W-2.  This sample spreadsheet and
W-2 is just that, a sample.  Your fact set may include more or fewer items to report (for example,
moving expenses which are now taxable if paid or reimbursed are not in the sample).
Highlights for 2019 W-2's include:

Moving expenses paid by churches directly to moving companies or via reimbursement to
clergy are taxable and must be reported as income (see the moving expense section of IRS
instructions completing W-2's here).
If your pastor received health insurance through the Conference Plan (Aetna) they received a
contribution to their HSA account that should be reported.  Clergy on single plans received
$500 in January and July 2018 for a total of $1,000.  Clergy on Family-2 or Family-3 plans
received $1,000 in January and July for a total of $2,000.  If two churches share in the cost of
health insurance, adjust accordingly.
All full time clergy and some 3/4 time clergy receive a $50,000 death benefit through a
conference plan.  This is in addition to $50,000 available through the denominational plan
(CPP).  The cost of group life insurance over $50,000 is taxable.  The imputed income can be
calculated based on the table in IRS Publication 15-B.
Note:  If your pastor is not on the Conference health insurance plan and your church has not
established its own qualified plan, direct payments to clergy to offset the cost of health
insurance (for example on a spouse or other employer plan) are taxable incom

The resources referenced here and on the conference website should answer most of your questions. 
However, contact your payroll provider, a CPA or tax preparer if you have technical questions.

Bill Brownson
CFO & Director of Administration

 Educational Opportunities

House of Worship Security and Safety Training Next Monday

Loveland Police Department and Loveland Prince of Peace Lutheran Church are partnering for an
exercise on security and safety / emergency response for houses of worship.

This event is in Loveland next Monday, January 13. Get details and register via Facebook here.

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/year-end-w-2s
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pptx/page/2019-clergy-example-w2.pptx
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iw2w3.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p15b.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/events/s/house-of-worship-security-and-/2430577517192588/


 
Caring Community Mentors Training
Tues January 28

Explore the ministry of Caring Community-
Mentors with young justice-involved persons
returned to Hamilton County. We are starting a
new six-month cycle of mentoring and need more
mentors to offer a wise presence with more of our
youth. We will be meeting at the Cincinnati Adult
Parole Authority (APA) Office for training on
mentoring best practices and APA agency
policies. 

See the attached flyer for more details.

Caring Community Mentors - Testimonies

Certified Lay Ministry Academy

Are you a lay person with a love of God and neighbor currently volunteering in your local congregation? 
Are you hungry to deepen your relationship with God and live your faith through ministry? Do you
hunger to serve God with a greater sense of direction? If so, consider joining others across the
conference in the upcoming CLM Academy! CLM stands for Certified Lay Minister. It is a way for laity
to be in ministry with greater intentionality working under the supervision of a local pastor. The one-
year CLM Academy starts on March 14, 2020 and concludes in March 2021 with recognition occurring
at the 2021 Annual Conference.

 
What's required to apply?

Completion of the BASIC course for Lay Servant Ministries and completion of
the Advanced Spiritual Gifts course are required before applying for the Academy. (The
Advanced courses on Leading Prayer, Leading Worship and the Lay Ministry course on
Preaching must be completed before the final Academy class in March of 2021.)

Recommendation of your pastor
Complete your application by clicking here.
Application Deadline is January 31, 2020

What's the Cost?
$400 (payable in installments) plus any required texts.
 
Where will the Academy meet?  

All classes will be held at the West Ohio Conference Center, except for the initial class which will be
online and must be completed before the first class in March of 2020 at the West Ohio Conference
Center.
 
Questions? Email: Tracy Chambers, Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

 Church and Ministry Partner Events

Anderson Hills UMC, Faith &

https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/a06c0e2c-6254-4e6e-95c5-e2e34a67f0ed.pdf
https://youtu.be/KFagkH5FYQg
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/page/03-clm-application.pdf
mailto:tchambers@wocumc.org


Taft Museum of Art, Journey to Freedom: Art
Quilts by Cynthia Lockhart - Now thru Mar. 15

Friends Art Experience- January 9

Blanchester Grace UMC, 
Life Line Screening - January 22

Armstrong Chapel UMC, 
Movie Night: Frozen - January 31

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Oak Hills UMC - Youth Ministry Director Submit your own Ad
Oak Hills - Church Secretary
Mt. Moriah UMC - Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries
Epiphany UMC - Associate Pastor of Care, Missions & Outreach
Bethany UMC - Director of Student Ministries
Cornerstone UMC - Worship Director
Cornerstone UMC - Student Ministry Director
Miami Whitewater UMC - Director of Youth Ministry
Middletown First UMC - Guitarist/Songleader
Church of the Saviour UMC - Director of Children's Discipleship
Hyde Park Community UMC - Director of Music
Waynesville UMC - Youth Minister
Korean-Madisonville UMC - Youth Ministry Director
 
Items needed and available:

Milford First UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Brass altar candlesticks & offering plates
  

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. William Casto Jr. who died Friday, January 3, 2020. He was a retired pastor from The United
Methodist Church and had taught for 22 years at Methodist Theological School in Ohio. He was
married to Rev. Jennifer Kimball Casto who is a pastor from West Ohio pastor currently

https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting


serving Epworth UMC. A celebration of his life will be held at 11am, Thursday, January 9, 2020 at
Worthington UMC, where family will receive friends beginning at 9am until the time of the service. In
lieu of flowers, you may make donations to the Kent & Mary Beittel Endowment Fund for the Open
Shelter via The Columbus Foundation, 1234 E. Broad Street, Columbus 43205. To view his obituary
and leave condolences online
click here.

Barbara Vorpe who died Monday, December 30, 2019. She was married to the late Rev. Carl Vorpe, a
retired West Ohio pastor. They served together at Belmont UB; Beardshear EUB; Xenia Faith
Community; and Aldersgate Huber Heights churches. Her funeral was held January 5. You may make
donations in memory of Barbara Vorpe to Ohio's Hospice of Dayton. To view her obituary and leave
condolences online  click here.

Mary Martha Dowson who died Sunday, December 29, 2019. She was married to the late Rev. Marvin
Dowson who was a retired pastor from West Ohio. Together they served appointments at Bethany
Methodist Circuit; Middleport Heath; St. Paris; Lima First; Franklin Avenue; and Leipsic churches. Her
funeral was held on January 4.You may make donations in memory of Mary Martha Dowson to
Loveland UMC for the Costa Rica Mission, 10975 South Lebanon Road, Loveland, Ohio 45140. To view
her obituary and leave condolences online click here.

https://worthingtonumc.com/
http://columbusfoundation.org
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/dispatch/obituary.aspx?n=william-h-casto&pid=194933803
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/Dayton/obituary.aspx?page=lifestory&pid=194889817
http://www.lovelandumc.org
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/miamisburg-oh/mary-dowson-8978294

