
News and Notes
January 13, 2020

Training Day, United Methodist Denomination News, and Prayers for Nilsa and Tony:
Watch the latest update from Todd here.

2020 ORV Leadership Training Day: Registration Deadline Friday

Saturday, January 25, 2020 - 9:00am to 3:45pm

Love Your Neighborhood is the theme of the
2020 ORV Leadership training day taking place
Saturday, January 25 at Armstrong Chapel UMC.

https://youtu.be/jJAvcIyp8tQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJAvcIyp8tQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/district/ohiorivervalley/event/2020-orv-leadership-training-day
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/journey-freedom-art-quilts-cynthia-lockhart
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/life-line-screening
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/movie-night-armstrong-chapel
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/celebrate-chocolate


Joining us this year will be keynote speaker
Mr. Sam Rodriguez (right), Director of Faith
Formation and Community Engagement for the
West Ohio Conference. Nurturing relationships
that make a difference with our neighbors is a path
to richly deepening our faith formation. He will
share how thoroughly validating our cultural
context, employing empathetic strategies and
creating risk-taking innovative ministries will touch
the lives of new people with Christ's love.

Fresh Expressions at Little Miami Brewing

Read a list of workshop opportunities here, or register online via our website.

Registration deadline is this Friday!

We have a bulletin insert you can print and share with your congregation! Get the PDF here

"Crossing the Color Line" 
This Sunday (1/19) at Clifton UMC

Sponsored by The West Ohio Conference

On Sunday, January 19, at 4:00 pm, The West
Ohio Conference will present, "Crossing the Color
Line: 400 Years of Race in America," an afternoon
of worship, learning, and discussion about the
history of racism in the U.S. The event will include
a screening of the documentary, "Underground,"
which takes viewers on a journey through Black
history in America, including the eras of slavery,
segregation, and separation. 

 
Directed by West Ohio pastor, Rev. Ryan Grace, and produced by Missionary Mariellyn Grace,
"Underground" both acknowledges the racism that has separated Black and White people for hundreds
of years, and celebrates the ways in which Black and White people have worked together to overcome
racial division. Dinner and discussion will follow the worship service. The event, which is free and open
to the public, will be held at Clifton United Methodist Church, 3416 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, OH. Please
register via the West Ohio website.

News from the District: Deerfield UMC

Deerfield UMC has been in partnership with our local elementary school for the past 5 years.  Our
hearts were warmed recently to see this sign outside the school.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUIyw7dLoP0&feature=youtu.be
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/5825e4ae-74fd-4a09-811f-cc0e719ea4a2.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1574
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/district/ohiorivervalley/event/2020-orv-leadership-training-day
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/6da355af-2146-44a1-bcfb-c4d039673782.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/crossing-color-line-cincinnati


Ways Deerfield UMC has partnered with JF Burns Elementary School each year:
 
-Providing back to school supplies.
-Providing welcome folders of information and gift cards for new families in the district.
-Offering childcare for parent/teacher conferences 2 times a year.
-Sponsoring the school's diversity celebration/party in February.
-Providing Christmas presents for families in need.
-Giving 30+ bags of food plus $10 gift cards per bag for Christmas dinners.
-Whiz Kids tutoring in the past.

It has been a meaningful partnership.

 Resources

It's W-2 Time!

2019 W-2s are due to all employees by January 31, 2020.  Information to help with preparing IRS Form
W-2 for clergy, which can be complicated, can be found on the Conference website.  Use the
worksheet and example here as a guide for preparing your pastor's W-2.  This sample spreadsheet and
W-2 is just that, a sample.  Your fact set may include more or fewer items to report (for example,
moving expenses which are now taxable if paid or reimbursed are not in the sample).
Highlights for 2019 W-2's include:

Moving expenses paid by churches directly to moving companies or via reimbursement to
clergy are taxable and must be reported as income (see the moving expense section of IRS
instructions completing W-2's here).
If your pastor received health insurance through the Conference Plan (Aetna) they received a
contribution to their HSA account that should be reported.  Clergy on single plans received
$500 in January and July 2018 for a total of $1,000.  Clergy on Family-2 or Family-3 plans
received $1,000 in January and July for a total of $2,000.  If two churches share in the cost of
health insurance, adjust accordingly.
All full time clergy and some 3/4 time clergy receive a $50,000 death benefit through a
conference plan.  This is in addition to $50,000 available through the denominational plan

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/year-end-w-2s
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pptx/page/2019-clergy-example-w2.pptx
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iw2w3.pdf


(CPP).  The cost of group life insurance over $50,000 is taxable.  The imputed income can be
calculated based on the table in IRS Publication 15-B.
Note:  If your pastor is not on the Conference health insurance plan and your church has not
established its own qualified plan, direct payments to clergy to offset the cost of health
insurance (for example on a spouse or other employer plan) are taxable incom

The resources referenced here and on the conference website should answer most of your questions. 
However, contact your payroll provider, a CPA or tax preparer if you have technical questions.

Bill Brownson
CFO & Director of Administration

 
Harry Denman Evangelism Award 
Taking Nominations
 
The Harry Denman Evangelism Award, sponsored by The
Foundation for Evangelism, honors United Methodists in each
Annual Conference whose exceptional ministry of evangelism
brings people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ.
What distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism Award recipient is
the commitment to consistently introduce others to the Good News
of Jesus Christ in all ministry settings. Their ministry is exceptional
for the number of new Christ followers who credit encounters with
this person as critical in helping to start or reignite their faith
journey. Awards are given to clergy, laity, and youth. Click here for
more information and to download the nomination form. Please
submit nominations to mgrace@wocumc.org by March 15, 2020.

 Educational Opportunities

Wednesday March 11: Multiply West Ohio

Join us on March 11 at New City UMC in Dayton to
learn more about the variety of diverse and creative new
methods being used around West Ohio to multiply
disciples, and explore models that might work for your
church. Hear TedTalks from West Ohio leaders, as well
as Rev. Christian Coon from Urban Village UMC in
Chicago (4 campuses), Dr. Jan Davis from Central UMC
in Fayetteville, AR (one of fastest growing and largest
United Methodist churches led by a female pastor), and
our own Bishop Palmer.  

Learn more and register on MultiplyWestOhio.org

April 23-24: Hospitality Conference at
Church of the Resurrection

Hospitality matters in the church. In fact, we are
commanded through scripture to demonstrate
care and love to others. In John 15:12, Jesus tells
us, "This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you."

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p15b.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/harry-denman-evangelism-award
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/multiply-west-ohio?fbclid=IwAR2q7XzUBWPI6kkJ6F8I9tsUNWTXavjJxIbPWkGW3lwtUhlwTy7nv3vc0Ao


ShareChurch, a ministry of The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection is excited to let you
know The Art of Hospitality Conference will be held April 23 - 24 at the Leawood, KS campus.  
Registration is limited. The Super Early Bird price of $139 (a $40 savings) is available through February
7. Learn more here.

 Church and Ministry Partner Events

Taft Museum of Art, Journey to Freedom: Art
Quilts by Cynthia Lockhart - Now thru Mar. 15

Blanchester Grace UMC, 
Life Line Screening - January 22

Armstrong Chapel UMC, 
Movie Night: Frozen - January 31

Mt Healthy UMC, Celebrate 
Chocolate- February 3

 Englewood UMC- Sat Jan 18
 UMCNext Launch Event

Epiphany UMC, Sat Feb 1
"Building an Inclusive Church"

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Lebanon UMC - Music (& Choir) Director Submit your own Ad
Lebanon UMC - Worship Leader
Oak Hills - Church Secretary
Oak Hills - Church Secretary
Mt. Moriah UMC - Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries
Epiphany UMC - Associate Pastor of Care, Missions & Outreach
Bethany UMC - Director of Student Ministries
Cornerstone UMC - Worship Director

https://conferences.blogs.cor.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/457882325148001/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-an-inclusive-church-workshop-cincinnati-area-tickets-83023243757
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting


Cornerstone UMC - Student Ministry Director
Miami Whitewater UMC - Director of Youth Ministry
Middletown First UMC - Guitarist/Songleader
Church of the Saviour UMC - Director of Children's Discipleship
Hyde Park Community UMC - Director of Music
Waynesville UMC - Youth Minister
Korean-Madisonville UMC - Youth Ministry Director
 
Items needed and available:

Milford First UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Brass altar candlesticks & offering plates
  

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Barbara Sanders who died Friday, December 27, 2019. She was a retired pastor from West
Ohio who served appointments at St. Paul and State Avenue churches. Preceding her in death was her
husband, Harold. Her Memorial Service was held January 10 at Hartzell UMC. To view her obituary and
leave condolences online click here.

Rev. George Hubbell Jr. who died Sunday, January 5, 2020. He retired from the West Ohio
Conference in 2002 after serving West Elkton; Portsmouth Wesley; Concord; and Rockford
churches. Surviving is his wife, Rev. Nanette Hubbell. His Celebration of Life Service will be held this
Sunday, January 19, 2020 at 1pm at Anona United Methodist Church, Largo, Florida. To view his
obituary and leave condolences online click here.

Rev. John Hoover who died Monday, January 6, 2020. He was a retired pastor from West Ohio and
served appointments at Green Spring - Calvary EUB; Upper Sandusky Circuit - Salem/Belle Vernon
EUB; Hoytville; Upper Sandusky Trinity; and Delphos Trinity churches. Preceding him in death was his
wife, Evelyn Hoover. His Celebration of Life Service was held January 12, 2020 at Trinity Evangelical
United Methodist Church, Upper Sandusky, Ohio. To view his obituary and leave condolences online
click here.

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/cincinnati/obituary.aspx?n=barbara-ziebell-daehn-sanders-barb&pid=194968385
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/george-hubbell-obituary?pid=194946113
https://www.lucasbatton.com/notices/RevJohn-Hoover

