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Pastor Chris (McGonigle Millville UMC) prays for the children and their book  bags
as the school year begins. Photo by Joyce Leyrer.

A National Night Out story 
shared by Steve Cramer at Lebanon UMC:

"We contacted our Lebanon Police Department
to see how we could be supportive of National
Night Out, 
and they referred us to a pastor in town who
serves as the chaplain to the police
department. He was thrilled that we called -
said very few (if any) other churches had gotten
involved since he's been working on this for the
past 6 years.  He said 1200-1500 on average
attend this event each year.

 

Because he is a police chaplain, he is able to order free children's books from the 1687
Foundation. He provided 1500 children's books (3 different books - approx 500 of each) written by
Stormie Ormartian on prayer. There was also a nice coloring book of pictures from stories in the
Bible. We simply put sets of these 4 books together into nice colorful bags (along with a little
toy) and handed them out to children as they came by our booth / canopy.

We also included a bookmark from our church inviting people to worship with us and to join us for
several upcoming events. 
We had a delightful time, spoke with many community people, and believe that these books can

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/summer-jam-lawn
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/summer-clergy-spouse-gathering
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/secret-sauce-3-basic-ingredients-jesus-centered-childrens-ministry
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/safety-and-security-forum
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/mens-interfaith-community-prayer-breakfast
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/national-day-volunteer-youth-training


have a long-term positive influence in the lives of many kids.  Thanks for encouraging us to do
this!"

Please contact Nick Federinko or Bill Callery to share other National Night Out stories.

Disaster Relief Needs

Our friends in Miami Valley are still recovering
from the devastating storms over Memorial Day
weekend.

The MIV website has a list of current needs.

West Ohio Disaster Response has links for
giving.

Please prayerfully consider how you can help
meet these unmet needs.

 District News

Bishop's Fall Tour:
You Might Be A 
Wesleyan Christian If....

An evening of teaching, reflection and
conversation for clergy & laity
Dates & Locations (Click to Register) :

1. September 19, 7:00 pm at St. Andrew's
UMC in Findlay

2. September 23, 7:00 pm at Central
Community Center in Springfield

3. October 21, 7:00 pm at John Wesley
UMC in Cincinnati

4. October 24, 7:00 pm at Etna UMC in
Etna (east of Columbus)

5. November 18, 7:00 pm at Rolling Planes
UMC in Zanesville

Note that these events will NOT be live streamed or recorded. Experience in person only!

Wesley Foundation Update 

Is your church sending students to UC?
If the answer to that question is YES,
 we want to meet them!

If your church is sending students to UC this
fall, PLEASE help us get in touch with them.
The Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati is your
United Methodist campus ministry at UC and
we want to connect with your students. 

There are many ways we can do that. Here are
a few of the easiest in the coming days:

Sunday, August 25th--Wesley House Open
House with Root Beer Floats
--join us between 5:30 and 7 at the Wesley

mailto:presentorv@gmail.com
mailto:wcalleryjr@aol.com
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/miv-disaster-response-updates
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/disaster-response-efforts
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/webform/registration-bishops-fall-tour-st-andrews-umc
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/webform/registration-bishops-fall-tour-central-community-center
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/webform/registration-bishops-fall-tour-john-wesley-umc
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/webform/registration-bishops-fall-tour-etna-umc
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/webform/registration-bishops-fall-tour-rolling-plains-umc


House to learn more about our ministry, enjoy
a root beer float, and meet some current
students.

Tuesday, August 27th--Tuesday at the Table
--join us for dinner, Bible study, and spiritual
conversation around the table. We meet every
Tuesday from 5:30 to 7:15 at the Wesley
House.

All events take place as the Wesley House located at 2717 Clifton Avenue, directly across the
street from UC's main campus.

Contact Benji Sayre for more information.

Festival of Faiths -
Bookmarks and Table Help Needed!

On Sunday, September 8, 2019, the second
annual Cincinnati Festival of Faiths celebrates
interfaith understanding and collaboration for all
ages. Organized by the Bridges
of FaithTrialogue, the festival will feature more
than 90 faith-based exhibits, music, interfaith
dialogues and workshops, spiritual meditations,
art and more. The festival will be held at the
Cintas Center at Xavier University and is free
and open to the public.

In addition to being present at the event, one witness of ORV United Methodists is our
contribution of small gifts to give away at the event. You can help us by
contributing BOOKMARKS (approximately 2''x6'') that represent Compassion Through
Action. Like mini-prayer shawls, pray for the person who will receive it as you make it and the
hosts of our table at the Festival of Faith will give it away with a prayer of love and support. They
may be knitted, crocheted, stitched, or other fabric art. They may be crafty paper bookmarks or
simple construction paper and markers. Use your imagination. Embody the theme of
Compassion Through Action. (If you want to use a scripture, please use a full quotation rather
than a reference to book, chapter, and verse. And make them "gift quality". 

Make as many bookmarks as you can. Enlist the help of your youth group, women's group,
small group, Church Council, or congregation. All bookmarks will need to be delivered to
the ORV District Office by September 1.

If you have questions, please contact David Meredith. Pictured are some examples
of bookmarks.

We will have a table set up to represent United Methodists at the event! 
Contact the District Office if you would like to help staff the table sometime between 12:30 and 5
PM on Sunday the 8th.

mailto:benjisayre@wesleyuc.org
mailto:dmeredith@wocumc.org
mailto:ohiorivervalley@wocumc.org


Save the Dates - 2019

Sunday October 6

Thursday November 7

Saturday January 25

World Communion Celebration and Abundant Fruit
3 PM at Cornerstone UMC

Dr. Tia Martinez - Dismantling the Prison Pipeline
at Crossroads Mason

2020 Leadership Training Day
at Armstrong Chapel UMC

 Resources

Beyond Thoughts and Prayers

from Rebekah Simon-Peter

A flurry of well wishes were unleashed across the
United States in the wake of the Dayton and El Paso
shootings ten days ago. These well-meaning
expressions of sympathy were tweeted, emailed,
texted, written, preached, and whispered: You are in
our thoughts and prayers. 
 
While words of comfort are always appropriate, in and of themselves, they are increasingly
inadequate as a ministry response. Maybe thoughts and prayers were an adequate response
after Columbine. But here we are 20 years later. What was an isolated incident of horror has
become a public health crisis. Read the entire article here

DisAbility Awareness 
Sunday Sept 15

The West Ohio Ministry with/by Persons with
DisAbilities Team invites congregations to
celebrate DisAbility Awareness on Sunday,
September 15 during weekly worship times.
God's Creation is diverse and is made more
beautiful, meaningful, and loving when persons
of all abilities are included in leadership of the
church and its ministries. Not sure how to lead
a DisAbility Awareness Sunday? Check
out these online resources, this video from
West Ohio video, and contact Rebecca Hug.

Local Church Grants Now Available

"It is our intent that these mission grants would
help local churches and related ministry
agencies in our district to reach people with the
healing love and grace of Jesus Christ
more effectively. This will increase the joy,
hope, and vitality of local churches and create
energy for growth as others hear the story and

https://files.constantcontact.com/07ea3ea8001/55883fbe-b83f-4186-b608-1b842eba81c5.pdf
https://umcdmc.org/worship/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgRlAZtq71s
mailto:rhug@wocumc.org


are invited to be part of a dynamic missional
effort."

It is time to apply for local church grants to make disciples and transform the world!

There will be training sessions at the District Office on how to fill out the application:

Thursday August 22 at 10am, Tuesday August 27 at 6:30pm, 
and Thursday September 12 at 10am.

Download the full information packet / application here.

Festival of Sharing

The 2019 Festival of Sharing is Saturday,
September 14 from 9 am -12 noon at the
STEAM Innovation Center on the campus of
Otterbein University in Westerville. Please
begin assembling your school and hygiene kits
and emergency cleanup buckets. Click here for
instructions on packing these kits.
 
We want to thank Rev. Johnny Phillips who
has served as the ORV Festival of Sharing
Coordinator for many years. He is leaving our
district for an appointment in the Northwest
Plains District. Thank you, Johnny, for faithfully
and passionately serving the churches in the
Ohio River Valley District for over 10 years. You
have been a blessing to us!

With a few minor changes to the schedule we will continue the practice of delivering your kits to
Otterbein for the FOS. 

The drop off sites for 2019 are: 

Hamilton First UMC (Monday-Friday 9am-1pm)
Hartzell UMC (Tuesday-Wednesday 9am-1pm - call 513.891.8527 to schedule an           
alternate time)
Lebanon UMC (Monday-Friday 9am-4pm, closed for lunch 12p-1p)
Summerside UMC - alternate site: Batavia Faith UMC (Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm)
Westwood UMC (Monday-Friday 9am-4pm)

Kits need to be delivered to one of the above sites the week prior to FOS, on either
September 3, 4, 5, or 6. Instead of a truck traveling to each drop off site, each of the above
churches will be driving the kits they collect to Hartzell UMC the week of FOS. Volunteers from
Hartzell will drive the truck to Westerville on Friday, September 13. If you have any questions,
contact Nancy Newton at nnewton@wocumc.org or call the district office at 513.421.2057.

 Educational Opportunities

https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/56e42e57-530f-4f2f-8f96-2bd89b986e76.docx
https://cwskits.org/
mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org


Next Teaching Tuesday:

August 27: Becoming a Disciple-Making Leader (11:30 AM Only)

INSTRUCTOR: Mr. Duane Davis

Do the demands of pastoral leadership drown out the mission of mak ing disciples?
What if you could combine the two and actually disciple leaders who make disciples?
Come and learn some tools and rhythms to build leaders - including yourself - cultivate a healthy
Holy Spirit presence, and help your church be a "family on mission" just as Jesus did.
Experience simple ways to inspire and encourage people to listen to the Holy Spirit and do what
He says every single day.

Other Teaching Tuesdays:

September 10: The Inn at St. Paul Community UMC - Embracing a Refugee Family
October 1: Five Bottom Lines for Mission and Ministry
November 11: The Art of Asking Great Questions
November 19: Foster and Kinship- Education About and How Can We Help?
February 11: QPR (Question, Persuade, and Refer) : Suicide Prevention

Register now online!

Children's Ministry Network
Meeting Wednesday 8/28 
@ Armstrong Chapel

Greetings, Ministry Leaders!  

Back to school means back to meetings for our
sweet little group! 

Dianna Shelly is hosting our Fall Kick Off
meeting at Armstrong Chapel UMC (5125
Drake Rd, 45243) next Wednesday,
August 28, at 11:30am. 

Feel free to bring your lunch.

Contact Teresa Roberts with any questions.

 Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1
mailto:troberts@cornerstonechurch.org


Hyde Park Community UMC, 
Summer Jam on the Lawn - August 22

ORV Clergy Spouses,   
Clergy Family Potluck - August 24

Armstrong Chapel UMC, Secret 
Sauce, a Children's Ministry 

Training - September 7

Loveland UMC,  Safety and 
Security Forum - September 7

Calvary Hilltop UMC, Men's Interfaith
Community Prayer Breakfast - Sept. 28

Colocate Ministry Consulting,   
Youth Ministry Training - September 21

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/respond to an ad
Sabina UMC - Church Secretary    Submit your own ad 
Maineville UMC - Choir Director
Cheviot UMC - Contemporary Worship Leader
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Children & HS Program Assts.
Anderson Hills UMC - Director of Student & Family Ministry
United Methodist Financial Credit Union - Loan Officer
North Bend UMC - Pianist and Choir Director
Westwood UMC - Student Ministry Team Leader
 

Items needed and available:

Amelia UMC: Free! Choir Robes
Goshen UMC: Free! Dinnerware

https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting



