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On Saturday, Westwood United Methodist Church built 
Cincinnati's Longest Ice Cream Sundae!

West Ohio Conference told the story as part of their #SeeAllThePeople series.
which was also covered by Fox 19 and Local 12 (who took the above photo).

Thank you to all of our churches who participated in National Night Out!

Below are photos of New Vision UMC and Mt. Washington UMC participating in their
neighborhood events.

https://www.facebook.com/westohioumc/videos/504524247045121/
https://www.fox19.com/2019/08/11/cincinnati-makes-longest-ice-cream-sundae-community-members-come-together/
https://local12.com/news/local/gallery/people-gather-in-westwood-to-try-to-build-cincinnatis-longest-ice-cream-sundae
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/jazz-concert
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/christ-feast-tabernacles
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/summer-jam-lawn
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/summer-clergy-spouse-gathering
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/secret-sauce-3-basic-ingredients-jesus-centered-childrens-ministry
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/safety-and-security-forum
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/help-stop-human-trafficking
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/national-day-volunteer-youth-training


Please contact Nick Federinko or Bill Callery to share other National Night Out stories.

Lawyers Needed for Eclipse Legal Clinic

"Who is my neighbor" asked the lawyer ... and that's when Jesus told the story of the Good
Samaritan. Whatever became of that lawyer? Did he feel bested by Jesus, humiliated, was he
angry at being shown up? Or did he take the commandment to love his neighbor in a new
direction? 

We need lawyers from your congregations to volunteer for the immigration ministry that meets
monthly in Hamilton, and perhaps soon at a location in Cincinnati.  They would be guided by
Scott Hicks, an immigration attorney and also a part time local pastor in our district. He assures
us that one does not need to know immigration law in order to work with these recent immigrants
and refugees - who are quite numerous and indeed our neighbors. We have translators,
facilitators, welcomers, a whole staff of good volunteers already. But we need more attorneys. We
meet at Hamilton First UMC on the first Thursday evening of each month. Even volunteering 5 or 6
times a year would be helpful. We'd be very grateful. 

In addition to the immediate need for attorneys at the Eclipse Immigration Law Clinic in Hamilton,
there is a similar need for the soon to open clinic in Mt. Healthy. It will be held on the third
Saturday morning of each month at Mt. Healthy UMC and begin on January 1, 2020. If you are
interested in sharing your legal skills there, the organizing team would be deeply appreciative.

Could you ask an attorney in your congregation if she or he would like to know more? 
Have them call the District Office at (513) 421-2057, or email Scott at
pastorscotthicks@gmail.com or David Meredith at dmeredith@wocumc.org     

Watch Out For Phishing!

A word of email caution shared by Steven Schneider, West Ohio's IT director:

Below is a classic example of a phishing attempt that you may safely discard.  Phishing may
come to you as an Email, Facebook message, or Text.

mailto:presentorv@gmail.com
mailto:wcalleryjr@aol.com
mailto:pastorscotthicks@gmail.com
mailto:dmeredith@wocumc.org


Likewise, a "spear-phishing" (targeted identity theft) attempt might properly greet you and have a
proper signature.  However, when the message is sent from an unknown person or from someone
whom you do know but it was sent from a suspicious Gmail address then you should suspect
phishing and might discard it.  Moreover, you should suspect phishing when there is a suspicious
request, such as asking for gift cards or money with a tone of urgency or frustration.  In this case,
contact your colleague directly by telephone to ask if they sent you the suspicious request.  

Once you have identified a message as phishing then simply discard it and move on with your
day.
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Save the Dates - 2019

Sunday October 6

Thursday November 7

Saturday January 25

World Communion Celebration and Abundant Fruit
3 PM at Cornerstone UMC

Dr. Tia Martinez - Dismantling the Prison Pipeline
at Crossroads Mason

2020 Leadership Training Day
at Armstrong Chapel UMC

Summer Office Hours for the District

Our regular summer hours are Monday-Thursday 8am-4pm.
Fridays will be intermittent hours with staff working remotely. 

Please call before coming to the office on Fridays.  



 Resources

Local Church Grants Now Available

"It is our intent that these mission grants would
help local churches and related ministry
agencies in our district to reach people with the
healing love and grace of Jesus Christ
more effectively. This will increase the joy,
hope, and vitality of local churches and create
energy for growth as others hear the story and
are invited to be part of a dynamic missional
effort."

It is time to apply for local church grants to make disciples and transform the world!

There will be training sessions at the District Office on how to fill out the application:

Thursday August 22 at 10am, Tuesday August 27 at 6:30pm, 
and Thursday September 12 at 10am.

Download the full information packet / application here.

Why Worship Shouldn't Feel 
Like Family

via Ministry Matters

"When local churches begin to worship
together like a family, a newcomer is often
treated like a stranger eavesdropping on
supper. No matter how much we try to treat the
newcomer as an invited guest, they are left out
by the history, private stories, shortcut
reminders of the past, and a degree of intimacy
that would be invasive to a newcomer.... 

...Where the needs of the family members take precedence over the needs of the outside world,
then most visitors will be onlookers, not at all caught up in the Spirit as we had hoped."

Read more from Ministry Matters

 Educational Opportunities

Next Teaching Tuesday:

August 27: Becoming a Disciple-Making Leader (11:30 AM Only)

INSTRUCTOR: Mr. Duane Davis

https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/56e42e57-530f-4f2f-8f96-2bd89b986e76.docx
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4093/why-worship-shouldnt-feel-like-family
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1


Do the demands of pastoral leadership drown out the mission of mak ing disciples?
What if you could combine the two and actually disciple leaders who make disciples?
Come and learn some tools and rhythms to build leaders - including yourself - cultivate a healthy
Holy Spirit presence, and help your church be a "family on mission" just as Jesus did.
Experience simple ways to inspire and encourage people to listen to the Holy Spirit and do what
He says every single day.

Other Teaching Tuesdays:

September 10: The Inn at St. Paul Community UMC - Embracing a Refugee Family
October 1: Five Bottom Lines for Mission and Ministry
November 11: The Art of Asking Great Questions

Register now online!

Fresh Expressions: Color Cupboard Arts

Fresh Expressions Vision Day
Weds Aug 21 at Epiphany UMC

Check out this video of Jonathan Kollman and
the Colorful Cupboard Arts Fresh Expression
out of Anderson Hills UMC!

Interested in starting a new ministry outside the
walls of the church?

Check out the Vision Day right here in the
ORV, or the other date options in August.

 

 Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Mt. Healthy UMC/Alliance,  
Jazz Concert - August 18

Mt. Moriah UMC, Christ in the 
 Feast of Tabernacles - August 18

Hyde Park Community UMC, 
Summer Jam on the Lawn - August 22

ORV Clergy Spouses,   
Clergy Family Potluck - August 24

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1
https://vimeo.com/351245474
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vision-day-southern-ohio-tickets-64138935282
https://freshexpressionsus.org/westohiovisiondays/


Armstrong Chapel UMC, Secret 
Sauce, a Children's Ministry 

Training - September 7

Loveland UMC,  Safety and 
Security Forum - September 7

Church of the Saviour UMC, Help 
Stop Human Trafficking - September 18

Colocate Ministry Consulting,   
Youth Ministry Training - September 21

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/respond to an ad
Maineville UMC - Choir Director    Submit your own ad 
Cheviot UMC - Contemporary Worship Leader
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Children & HS Program Assts.
Anderson Hills UMC - Director of Student & Family Ministry
United Methodist Financial Credit Union - Loan Officer
North Bend UMC - Pianist and Choir Director
Westwood UMC - Student Ministry Team Leader
 

Items needed and available:

Amelia UMC: Free! Choir Robes
Goshen UMC: Free! Dinnerware

https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting

