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Join us for a District Wide Prayer Vigil on Good Friday
 

Good Friday is a day that traditionally calls us to prayer-
of confession, lament, intercession, and thanksgiving for God's mercy.
This year it does even more so. 
Covid-19 has changed life as we know it. 
It has changed our usual rhythm of gathering during holy week.
We know now more than ever our need to bring our hearts, minds, and communities to the foot of the
cross in prayer.
 
We invite you to pray with us, on this Good Friday as part of a District-wide Prayer Vigil.
Please sign up here as an individual, as a family, as a small group, or as a church for a 30-minute time
of prayer.
As you pray or when you are finished praying, send us a 1-2 sentence prayer, a scripture that has
guided your prayer time, or an image that we can share with the ORV on our social media throughout
the day on Good Friday and Holy Saturday.  You can send it to sallen@wocumc.org or post it in the
comment section on the Prayer Vigil post on our ORV Facebook page.

Matthew 26:36-42 Common English Bible (CEB)
Jesus in prayer

36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place
called Gethsemane. He said to the disciples, "Stay



here while I go and pray over there." 37 When he
took Peter and Zebedee's two sons, he began to
feel sad and anxious. 38 Then he said to
them, "I'm very sad. It's as if I'm dying. Stay here
and keep alert with me."

39 Then he went a short distance farther and fell on his face and prayed, "My Father, if it's possible,
take this cup of suffering away from me. However-not what I want but what you want."
40 He came back to the disciples and found them sleeping. He said to Peter, "Couldn't you stay alert
one hour with me? 
41 Stay alert and pray so that you won't give in to temptation. The spirit is eager, but the flesh is weak." 
42 A second time he went away and prayed, "My Father, if it's not possible that this cup be taken away
unless I drink it, then let it be what you want."

Sign Up for the Prayer Vigil Here

ORV COVID-19 Resources Page: 

To help our churches stay connected while social distancing, we have compiled this page of resources
for you: live-streaming resources, grants, mental health support, and much more. Check back often. We
will be adding to it on a regular basis as more information becomes available. Resources here. 

 
COVID-19 Response Facebook Group

The ORV District Facebook page has added a
new group section for sharing ministry stories in
the midst of COVID-19. Have a joy or encouraging
story to share with other leaders? Need fellow
workers or support? Check out the public
Facebook group!

Don't Forget to Vote!

Per the Secretary of State's Website:  "The coronavirus crisis has changed the trajectory of our lives. As
we work to overcome those challenges, it's still important to have your voice heard in the Ohio primary.
The Ohio General Assembly has put in place a plan that will allow all Ohioans to continue voting by
mail until April 28. Don't lose your voice! Vote!"  You can find details on how to apply for an absentee
ballot on the Secretary of State's website or the Hamilton County Board of Elections .

 Creative Responses to the Pandemic



Photos from Cherry Grove and Clough's social distanced Palm Sunday drive through procession!

Some other drive-through Holy Week options:
Friendship UMC also offers a drive-through/walk
through Holy Week experience until Monday.

Sharonville UMC's drive-through church was
featured on Fox 19. Read more.

Hartzell/Hartwell is Facebook Live on Sunday
mornings as many are, and this means that with
families watching I am doing a children's moment. 
It's been things like, using toilet paper, they get a
few sheets (because you know we are hoarding it)
write their worries and well, flush them.  Matt 6:25-
34: birds don't need to worry, and neither do we. 

Another one, I drew my hand on paper (I used some scrapbooking stuff, but told them construction or
anything will do) cut it out and them I wrote on each finger, prayers (like family, friends, the world, me)
and the scripture Isaiah 41:9-10 and then we sang "He's got the Whole World in His Hands". This week
it will be painting a rock and then taking family walks and leaving them where other walkers might see
them and not feel so alone right now (there are lots of ways to do this) Ecc 4:9-10.

I also wrote a letter to our kids and printed a couple of kids sermon note pages so that when they watch
the worship service each week they can make a worship journal. They can save it and whenever we
are able to come back, we will celebrate Christ is Risen together and share our journals all together!

- Laurie Steele

Call for Children's Ministry Stories

We applaud our children and youth staff for coming up
with creative ways to engage young folks virtually. We
want to hear these stories so we can share them and
foster more creativity. Please share your virtual



children's ministry stories with Nick Federinko -
presentorv@gmail.com

 Opportunities / More Resources

Online Church - Wednesday Evening

West Ohio's Greenhouse has launched an
experimental church to bring hope and community
to those around the globe who cannot attend
Sunday morning church (i.e. medical personnel,
grocery workers, homeschooling parents,  etc.).
Greenhouse Online Church will be a weekly
experience featuring 30 minutes of music, live
prayer requests/chat, and a message of hope from
diverse, multi-ethnic voices out of the
Greenhouse.

Greenhouse gathers Wednesday from 8-8:30pm EST at plantwestohio.online.church.

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Cheviot UMC - Custodian Submit your own Ad
Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati - Associate Director
Anderson Hills UMC - Pastor of Visitation and Senior Ministry
Oxford UMC - Director of Children's Ministry
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Director of Operations
Bethany UMC - Director of Student Ministries
Cornerstone UMC - Worship Director
Middletown First UMC - Guitarist/Songleader
 
Items needed and available:

State Avenue UMC: Needed! Food pantry items
Christ, Prince of Peace UMC: Gas stove available for purchase
Waynesville UMC: Shed available for purchase
Oak Hills UMC: Free! Padded Church Pews
Milford First UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes

 A Call to Prayer



Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and
remember in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Iva Bailey who died Monday, March 30, 2020. She was married to and is survived by Rev. Maurice
Bailey who is a retired pastor from the West Ohio Conference who served appointments at Stoutsville
Charge; Jackson Grace; Belpre, Rockland; Zanesville Faith; Swanton Trinity; and Pisgah-Mt Pleasant
Federated Church. A Celebration of Life will be held at the Bristol Village Activity Center at a time to be
announced. Her internment will be at Summit Cemetery in Mason County, Michigan during the
summer. In lieu of flowers, you may make donations to the Bristol Village Foundation Good Neighbor
Fund, 660 E. 5th Street, Waverly, Ohio 45690 or Gideon International, P.O. Box 97251 Washington,
DC 20090. To view her obituary and leave condolences online  click here.


