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Save the Date! Sunday September 25  at Sharonville UMC, Bishop Palmer will be in our
District for the installation of Jenn Lucas as our District Superintendent.
Service will begin at 4 PM. More details to be announced soon.

Ntambos to visit ORV & MIV Churches this Month

Missionaries Jeanne & Gaston Ntambo will be speaking
at several churches in the Ohio River Valley and Miami
Valley districts this month. Gaston is the pilot for the
North Katanga Wings of the Morning ministry in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, and Jeanne is the radio
operator and runs the guesthouse.

On Thursday, August 25, Aley UMC in Beavercreek
will host the Ntambos for a picnic dinner at 6:00PM,

followed by a presentation and Q&A. All are invited to attend; please RSVP to
aley@aleyumc.org.

Hyde Park Community UMC in Cincinnati will hold an Open House for the Ntambos on
Saturday, August 27, from 10AM-12PM. Flyer. A light breakfast will be provided; register
online here.

Then on Sunday, August 28, Jeanne and Gaston will share during worship at McKinley
UMC in Dayton, starting at 11:15AM. For more information, email mgrace@wocumc.org. 
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Helping College Students Stay Connected

Coming of age and getting to make one's own
decisions is part of what young people crave.

Research reveals that a local church maintaining
connection with their young people when they are just
starting out is one of the most crucial pieces in helping
them to continue their faith journey through these
exploring years. When they know there is a community who loves them, cares about them
and is there for them, they realize that the examples modeled by their mentors continues
even when not physically present. 

This article contains a list of contacts for campus ministries in our conference.

For help finding a connection at a university not listed- or with other inquiries- reach out
to Rev. Becky Schofield Motter, Executive Director of the Wesley Foundation in
Cincinnati. 

Resources

2023 Local Church Grant Application Now Open
Due Monday September 26

Each year the Mission Foundation of The Ohio River
Valley District designates a portion of their grant
budget for local churches.

The grant application period is now open and will
remain open until Monday September 26.
Click here to download the application to fill out (Word document)

Questions about the process? Contact Wendy Lybarger

From ResourceUMC:
Ministering to Online Worshippers

Our world has changed and so have our churches.
Churches are no longer composed solely of in-person
congregants. We have to start thinking of our community
in almost a global sense because someone could be
tuning in from down the street or from Down Under.
Read the article here.

Maximize your online giving with Vanco

Having a robust online giving platform is key to
realizing the financial resources your church needs to
thrive. 

Vanco is the United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio’s and the Conference’s preferred
online giving partner. If you’re already with Vanco, the Conference partnership will
lower your transaction and monthly fees -- it’s the best pricing you can get. Make
sure you’re signed up by calling Vanco at 800-675-7430 or e-mail sales@vanco.com and
mention you are a West Ohio Conference United Methodist church.

Learn more about the advantages of Vanco here.
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Educational Opportunities

Upcoming Lay Servant Ministries Classes

Lay Servant Ministry (LSM) is our United Methodist system for lay leadership
development. The United Methodist Church established three categories for laypersons in
the area of lay servant ministries to develop, prepare, and engage principled Christian
Leaders for the mission of making disciples for the transformation of the world. Learn more
about LSM here and read about the upcoming class offerings below:

 
Leading Public Prayer (Ohio River Valley)
Public prayer can be daunting, but prayer is something
one learns. This course on praying in public will help the
participant grow in confidence and skill in public prayer
and enrich their personal prayer life.
 
This LSM core advanced course is being offered via
Zoom on the following dates/times
Sunday, September 11 (7:00 – 9:00 PM) Tuesday,
September 13 (7:00 – 9:00 PM)
Thursday, September 15 (7:00 – 9:00 PM) Sunday,
September 18 (7:00 – 9:00 PM)
Tuesday, September 20 (7:00 – 9:00 PM)
Your Zoom link will be sent to you by email 3 days before the first class. 
 
Students will need to purchase their own text: Shaping the Prayers of the People: The Art
of Intercession by Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher available at Cokesbury or Amazon.

Register

Soul Reset - Relearning the Rhythms of Grace Through Daily Life with God (Capitol
Area Districts)
Soul Reset is a call for the church and all of Jesus’ disciples to reset and reorder their
lives around spiritual practices, to learn to walk through our difficult seasons with our souls
connected to the source of Living Water so that we don’t burn out or break down. And if
we do burn out or break down, we learn to lift one another up and point one another back
to Jesus. Lay Servants may take this course for renewal credit. It is not a required class
and is open to anyone. This class is designed to equip you to lead this study in your local
church.

This LSM advanced course is being offered via Zoom from 7:00 - 8:30PM on 7
consecutive Wednesdays from September 28 through November 16

Students will need to purchase their own text: Soul Reset: Breakdown, Breakthrough, and
the Journey to Wholeness by Junius Dotson available at Cokesbury or Amazon.

Register

In-Person Classes at Grace UMC, Waverly (Shawnee Valley District)
Basic: October 1 and November 12   Register
Advanced Core - Leading Worship: October 22  Register
Advanced - Lay Pastoral Care Giving: November 12  Register
Advanced - Planning Worship: November 12  Register
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Just Announced: Bishop Palmer's Leadership Clinics

Register before September 16 for the "three-pack special"
Learn more about the clinics here

Laity Session, Saturday September 10
Virtual or In Person at Bethel International

Join Bishop Palmer and Conference Co-Lay Leaders Mitchell Harper and Shannon
Spencer for Laity Session 2022 on Saturday, September 10, from 10:00am-12:00pm. Laity
Session will be held at Bethel International United Methodist Church, 1220 Bethel Road,
Columbus, and will include worship, a message from Bishop Palmer, time for
conversation, light refreshments, and a Laity Opportunity Fair.

All West Ohio lay persons are invited to attend, either in-person or virtually. The virtual
option will run from 10:00am-11:15am only, and virtual attendees are encouraged to hold
“watch parties” with other laity so they can participate in conversation after Bishop
Palmer’s message. There is no cost to attend Laity Session, but pre-registration is
required.

If you have questions, contact Sam Rodriguez at srodriguez@wocumc.org. 

Local Church and Ministry Partner Events

Cheviot UMC Cheviot UMC - Dr. Matthew Sleeth
Hope Always book discussion 
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Charlie Merk Quintet Jazz Concert: 
August 21

Click here for more details

August 21
Click here for more details

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad

Adminstrative Assistant - Forest Chapel UMC
Youth Director - Church of the Saviour UMC
Multimedia Manager - Church of the Saviour UMC
Contemporary Worship Leader - Church of the Saviour UMC
Director of Children's Ministries - Friendship UMC
Preschool Director and Teacher - Shiloh UMC
Administrative Assistant - Mt Healthy UMC
Interim Contemporary Worship Leader - Loveland UMC
Next Generation Pastor - Faith Community UMC
Youth Director - Miami Whitewater

Yard size Connect Four game: borrow - Wesley Foundation
Chrismon patterns: free - Otterbein Lebanon UMC
Worship chairs: for sale - Groesbeck UMC

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Dr. Richard C. North who died Monday, August 8, 2022. A retired elder of the West
Ohio Conference, Rev. North served over 56 years. West Ohio appointments: Chaplain
Resident Riverside Hospital, E Kenton Circuit; Sciotoville, Sciotoville/New Boston,
Portsmouth Christ, and West Manchester. His wife, Pat, survives.  A public funeral service
was planned for this past weekend but due to family illness it was cancelled. His obituary
and online condolences may be viewed here. 

Rev. Harriette Zoller who died January 24, 2020. She was ordained a Deacon in 1977
and served Donnelsville UMC for two years. After becoming an Elder she served Grace
UMC in Washington Court House. She then served North Broadway UMC in retirement.
Her family was unable to celebrate her life due to the pandemic and has now scheduled a
memorial service for Thursday, September 8 at 10:30 am at North Broadway UMC, 48 E
North Broadway, Columbus, OH 43214. Read her full obituary by clicking here.  
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