
News and Notes
June 2, 2020

David Meredith and Todd Anderson kneel in memory of George Floyd 
among several others in front of the courthouse on Monday.

Watch your inbox this week for a pastoral letter on resisting racism and injustice
Photo credit: Krista Taylor



 
Virtual Spring Celebration: This Sunday June 7 at 4:30 PM

Our annual celebration of transitions in ministry - including new clergy and retirements -
will be taking place virtually this year. This will allow us to be together and share in this moment 
even within the reality of physical distancing.  
 
Tune in this Sunday on our Facebook Live stream. Click this link and click "Get Reminder" to be
alerted when we go live. 
 
Consider setting up watch parties with your friends and church groups to celebrate transitions in
ministry. 
 
Don't have Facebook? You can tune in and watch from any computer or phone by pointing your
browser to Facebook.com/ORVDistrict/live  

Praying for Our Churches

During the month of June, the staff of the Ohio
River Valley District is praying for the
congregation, pastors and church ministries of
the following churches... that you might bring the
hope of Christ to your community. This year's
Annual Conference theme of  Be Not afraid, God
Is With Us guides our prayers for you.

Week of June 1:
Branch Hill - 
Pastor Ed Fisher / PPRC Chair Frank Adkins
Olive Branch - 
Pastor Debbie Kaylor / PPRC Chair Neil
Schnecker

Week of June 7:
Blanchester Grace - Pastor Chuck Shonkwiler / PPRC Chair Richard Peck
Westboro - Pastor Matt Kroger / PPRC Chair Scott Simpson

Week of June 14:
Clarksville - Pastor Debbie Kaylor / PPRC Chair Neil Schnecker
Miamiville - Pastor Elaine Parulis-Wright / PPRC Chair Sue Hadley

Week of June 21:
Faith Community - Pastors Tim Waugh and Julie Alsip / PPRC Chair Amy Chandler
Milford First - Pastor Steven Rodgers / PPRC Chair Don Baker

Week of June 28:
Calvary Hilltop- - Pastor Thomas Hargis / PPRC Chair Etta Hampton
Hartwell- Pastor Laurie Steele / PPRC Chair Mike Thompson                                                       

Message from Bishop Palmer:
Special Announcements  
Re: Business of Annual Conference

Greetings, Sisters and Brothers:
 

https://www.facebook.com/orvdistrict/posts/2687899958118402
http://facebook.com/ORVDistrict/live


As you prepare to restart some activities that involve people
gathering together in your local church, please know of my
prayers. I hope that you are planning with care, attention to best
practices and patience. Doing it right, so to speak, and doing it
well increase the likelihood of not needing to do it over. I am
pulling for you and for all of us....
 
We all know that we have been pushed to a place where we must
do some necessary things differently than the ways to which we
are accustomed. Among these are the way we conference as
United Methodists ... We will make great use of digital technology
to facilitate what seems unwise to do in a large crowd. 

- On Tuesday, June 9, at noon, I will deliver my Episcopal Address (Part 1, at least) via livestream
- On Tuesday, July 28, 10 a.m.-noon, the Clergy Session will be held via Zoom.
- As previously stated, the Annual Conference Session will convene on Saturday, Sept. 12.

Read the Bishop's full letter here

Blessing for Face Masks
 

Here is a beautiful blessing for those who create, fund, share and wear facemasks during the
COVID-19 Pandemic. It was written by Rev. Donna Vuilleumier, Pastor at Smith Memorial Church,

UCC in Hillsboro, NH.
 

She writes, "We have some women in the community who have been making face masks and ear
savers and sending them around the country, as well across the front steps of our church for people

to help themselves. This is not a unique situation as this mask-making ministry is everywhere." 

A Blessing for Face Masks

Blessed are those who give the gift of their time and their talent 
            to create face masks for others,
            for their community, for strangers, 
            for they shall help to save the lives of many people.
 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1102198976557&ca=038a1702-47d1-4584-9ea9-9734aa1bf2c8


Blessed are those who make masks for others to wear 
            so that together we may protect others,
            especially the most vulnerable 
            who at another time had protected us
            when they worked as first responders, 
            served in the military, 
            or taught us the school lessons of our childhood, 
            for they shall truly know the value of each human life.
 
Blessed are those who work tirelessly to fill bins in the market 
            or the clothesline across the front door of the church 
            with masks of all sizes and types, 
            for they shall know that this is grace, compassion, 
            and love of neighbor.
 
Blessed are the mask makers 
            who send face masks to those who may be forgotten, 
            to the agencies that support the homeless, 
            nursing home staff and residents, 
            the mentally ill, 
            the prisoner, 
            the tenderest among us, 
            for they shall have respected and remembered the least of these.
 
Blessed are those who crochet ear savers 
            and hunt down the buttons 
            that hook on to the face masks for comfort 
            for those who wear them for endless hours, 
            for they shall see the face of God 
            in each caregiver who wears one.
 
Blessed are those who give out of their own money 
            for supplies and postage for face masks and ear savers 
            because others' lives and comfort are more important 
            than their personal checking account, 
            for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 
Blessed are those who wear face masks 
            to show their care for others, 
            who know that they can be passing on the virus 
            that moves as a stealth, 
            infecting others days before their own symptoms emerge 
            for they shall be for they shall be called children of God.
 
O Holy One.
            Bless the mask makers, those who create - 
            from cloth, flannel, elastic, wire, yarn and buttons - 
            the barriers that allow us to be out among others 
            yet keep them safe from what we might be silently harboring.
 
            Bless the mask wearers 
            that we may see them as a sign of care and concern for others; 
            that we may see your face beneath each mask.
 
            Bless us all 
            that we may see that by covering our noses and mouths 
            we have opened our eyes and our hearts to one another. Amen.
 
~ submitted by Rev. Donna Vuilleumier, Pastor at Smith Memorial Church, UCC in Hillsboro, NH.

 
"Will you not revive us again,



 

that your people may rejoice in you?"
 - Psalm 85:6
 
What is awakening: ORV 2020 Summer?   
 
In short, this is a Virtual Camp experience
especially developed for Ohio River Valley
District students due to the cancellation of so
many camps, mission trips, days of service,
retreats, and the list could go on and on...  
 
 

We hope you can "come" and by your presence you connect with other students, with adult leaders,
help children in the Cincinnati area have educational support, and most importantly you experience
an awakening allowing you to deepen your relationship with God.   
 
Who is invited to participate in awakening: ORV 2020 Summer?
All students who are in middle school and high school. Read more and register here. 

 Creative Responses to the Pandemic

Food Insecurity-
From Susan Henry Crowe:

Time and time again, the Gospel calls us to
choose abundance over scarcity. And yet, in the
middle of the coronavirus pandemic,
our neighbors lack access to nutrious food.

In New York City--the epicenter of the pandemic-
-the people of St. Paul and St. Andrews United
Methodist Church are working to ensure their
neighbors don't go hungry.

"I always wanted to fill the sanctuary, though I admit I had something else in mind. Ready for the
families coming this morning for emergency food in the midst of this crisis."

 -- Rev. Dr. K Karpen, St. Paul and St. Andrew United Methodist Church in New York City

The community of St. Paul and St. Andrews UMC choose abundance over scarcity. We can, too.
 
Join me in writing to Congress to: 

Increase SNAP benefits by 15%;
Increase the minimum monthly SNAP benefit from $16 to $30;
Suspend all administrative SNAP rule changes indefinitely, during this time of economic
distress and long-term recovery.

Please also join me this Thursday at 2 PM ET in our free webinar "From the Earth to the Table: Food
Insecurity during COVID-19." You can register here.
In the story of feeding the five thousand, the Gospel of Matthew tells us that, "All ate and were filled."
(Matthew 14:21) Together, we can work to do the same.
With gratitude, 
Susan Henry-Crowe
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COVID-19 Reentry Kit Challenge

Due to increased exposure to the COVID-19 virus, our neighbors returning from prison are at a
higher risk of spreading the coronavirus back into the community. At the same time, incarceration
comprises the immune system and one's overall health, putting COVID-negative returning neighbors
at a higher risk of coronavirus affliction upon their return to community. The Ohio Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC) has asked The West Ohio Conference for assistance in 
providing hygiene items and face masks to our returning neighbors. 

All In Community, the WOC Disaster Response Ministry, and the West Ohio Conference United
Methodist Women are challenging our members, churches, and groups to provide 4,0000 returning
neighbors with a health kit that will better protect the well-being of all community members by
reducing the spread of COVID-19. Read more here.

ORV COVID-19 Resources Page: 
 
We are always adding new resources to our page to help you with ministry during the
pandemic!
Some of our recent additions include these West Ohio Camps Summer Activities for Kids.
 
To help our churches stay connected while social distancing, we have compiled this page of
resources: everything from live-streaming resources, grants, mental health support, and much more.
Check back often. We will be adding to it on a regular basis as more information becomes
available. Resources here.  

 Opportunities / More Resources

Community and Faith-Based 
Culturally Competent Stigma
Reduction Funding Opportunity 

In support of Governor Mike DeWine's
commitment to the Investment in Ohio's Future,
the Office of Faith-Based and Community
Initiatives, in partnership with the Ohio
Department of Mental Health and Addiction
Services, will offer a $1M funding opportunity for
faith-based and community-based organizations.

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/covid-19-reentry-kit-challenge
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches-during-covid-19
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches-during-covid-19
https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/home-activities-camperskids-home?fbclid=IwAR3D3wkXU04y9NWlRzSqMV_WOzIZDe_sHdpgeyCbmGQpbrtMr2pKD1o9bPY
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches


The funds will be directed toward community-based strategies for mental wellness and support
during this period of COVID-19. This opportunity is seeking to support Ohio's most vulnerable
populations. Local communities can apply for resources needed to empower everyday citizens to
identify signs of poor mental health and/or addiction, reduce stigma associated with those issues,
provide support, and offer resources to people about where to find help. All questions must be
submitted electronically no later than June 5 to OhioMHAS at GOFBCI@mha.ohio.gov. Responses
to frequently asked questions will be posted to the OhioMHAS Funding Opportunities web page.
Proposals must be submitted by June 12.
Requirements and Getting Started
Budget Definitions
Sample Budget
Application Guidance RFP
Faith-Based GFMS Application Webinar

 Church and Ministry Partner Events

McGonigle Millville UMC - Chicken
Dinners to Go, June 6

Anderson Hills UMC - Holy Spirit 
Conference, September 4-5

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Bethany UMC - Preschool teachers Submit your own Ad
State Avenue UMC - Bookkeeper
Park Avenue UMC - Custodian
Okeana UMC - Pianist/Organist
Cheviot UMC - Custodian

 
Items needed and available:
A John Wesley UMC member: Free! Puppets
Cherry Grove UMC: Free! Music
York Street UMC: Needed! Edge trimmer
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Food pantry items

 A Call to Prayer

mailto:GOFBCI@mha.ohio.gov
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Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Mrs. Ruth Burk who died Saturday, February 29, 2020. She was married to the late Rev. Rodney
Burk who was a retired pastor from West Ohio Conference. He served appointments at Big
Springs, Shiloh, Grand Rapids, Magnetic Springs, Casstown Bethel, Phillipsburg, and Zion
churches. Her funeral service was held March 7 at the Suber-Shively Funeral Home in Fletcher,
Ohio. To view her obituary and leave condolences online click here.

Rev. Bruce Gischel who died Saturday, May 23, 2020. A pastor from West Ohio, he served
appointments at East Linden, Southside Church Without Walls, Baltimore United, Story Hypes and
High Street churches. His wife, Bonnie (Nickerson) survives. Due to the current Covid-19 crisis there
will be a Celebration of Life service at a date and time when it is safe for all to gather to celebrate. To
view his obituary and leave condolences online click here.
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