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Tonight at Westwood UMC!

Reception for Todd and Suzanne
Tuesday, June 7 @ 5:30 PM

Spring Celebration
Tuesday, June 7 @ 7:00 PM

How good and joyful it is when we can all
be gathered together!

(In case you missed it, check out the video
of our Ice Cream Social at The Main Hub)

Tonight, we will gather together again for our annual Spring Celebration (recognizing our
retirees, ordinands, pastors coming/pastors going, and more) and a celebration of Todd
and Suzanne's ministry before they move to their new roles.

Todd Anderson and Suzanne Allen have provided
clergy and laity with faithful leadership as
Superintendent and Assistant
Superintendent/Regional Missional Specialist. 
We can't let them move to their new appointments
at Hyde Park Community UMC without
expressing our gratitude to them for their ministry
among us in the Ohio River Valley District for the
last six years. We are having a Reception with

music, delicious hors d'oeuvres and fellowship to thank them for their ministry among us.

If you'd like to contribute to a love offering, please send a check, made payable to the
Ohio River Valley District, to 7388 E. Kemper Road, Cincinnati 45249. Please note in the
memo line that the money is for Todd and Suzanne's gift.

In addition, we'll be collecting cards and well wishes for each of them at the reception. If
you are unable to make it, please mail your card to the ORV District office at the above
address.

Contact Nancy Newton with any questions, nnewton@wocumc.org

2022 West Ohio Annual Conference Summary
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The 53rd Session of the West Ohio Annual Conference
was a virtual gathering of nearly 1,600 clergy and lay
members. Bishop Gregory V. Palmer presided over the
conference under the theme, Becoming, rooted in the
Scripture 1 John 3:2. The theme focused on becoming
more like Jesus, becoming community and becoming
Spirit filled.

Palmer challenged the conference to examine who they choose to be as followers of
Jesus Christ in these difficult times in the church and in the world.

“We are in that pivot and turning moment, where we must answer the question: Who do
we choose to be?” said Palmer.

He urged the conference to imagine God standing at the foot of the cross, encouraging,
“See me. See me in the wounds of my darling son. See him in the faces of all the people
that you and your church have ignored throughout these years … because it was
seductive and comfortable for you to be with folks that were just like you. Same zip code
as you, same pigment as you, same gender identification as you.”

The bishop invited attendees to take the opportunity “to be in conversation in Christian
community and discover again that [God] is at the heart of our lives.”

“How will the church be the purveyor of hope and a sign of peace and of redemption and
of reconciliation?” Palmer continued. “Who do we choose to be? Do we choose to be
healers, hope bearers, peace builders and makers, and reconcilers for all of the places
where there is despair and hopelessness?”

You can read legislation and other business here

You can also watch videos of Annual Conference on the West Ohio UMC YouTube

End Gun Violence Now -
It's Time to Pray and Act

By now, the story of gun violence and mass shootings
in America are not an anomaly –it keeps happening
with alarming frequency. The list from just the past
decade includes supermarkets in Buffalo, New York
and in Boulder, Colorado; a train rail yard in San Jose,
California; a birthday party in Colorado Springs, Colorado; a convenience store in
Springfield, Missouri; a synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; churches in Sutherland
Springs, Texas and in Charlestown, South Carolina; a Walmart in El Paso, Texas, a
FedEx warehouse in Indianapolis, Indiana; a music festival in Las Vegas, Nevada;
massage parlors in Atlanta, Georgia; a Waffle House in Nashville, Tennessee; a gay
nightclub in Orlando, Florida; and a movie theatre in Aurora, Colorado.

Sadly, because of mass shootings, school names in America have become familiar to us,
such as Sandy Hook Elementary, Stoneman Douglas High School, Santa Fe High School,
Nickel Mines Elementary, and Columbine High School. According to Education Week,
which tracks school shootings, there have been 26 school shootings resulting in death in
the U.S. in 2022. Unbelievably, in ten years since Sandy Hook, gun laws in the U.S.
haven’t changed much.

We must pray for wisdom and a strong desire to ACT. Things must change!

We pray for the families, friends and communities of the victims.  Pray for
comfort. Pray for relief of the unimaginable pain they are suffering and will suffer for
years to come. Pray for the Spirit to comfort the grieving and fire-up the
complacent.
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We act for policy change and engage to reform systems and behaviors. Push
and drive Congress to establish gun laws that protect children, our families, friends,
loved ones and communities. Please act now. Call the Capitol switchboard at 202-
224-3121 and demand action to prevent gun violence and enact lifesaving gun
legislation. Read below for sample letters: a pastoral letter, a letter to a state
legislator, and a letter to a Congressional representative. 

We recognize that gun violence has become an all-too-frightening
phenomenon. (Read more from UMCJustice.org's "Faith and Facts" ) Now more
than ever, let's stand together as United Methodists in “Our Call to End Gun
Violence.” (2016 Book of Resolutions, #3428) Read, study, and discuss the ways
you, your family, your small group at church, or your congregation will respond. If
you would like to plan a class, lunch, or dessert with a panel of reputable
local people who know the world of gun violence in Cincinnati, please contact
Janice Kummer who could connect you with the four panelists that Hyde Park
Community UMC included in their JUST Desserts Gun Violence workshop in May.
Their panelists were: Ms. Jillian Bowman, Moms Demand Action; Officer Louis
Arnold, Cincinnati Police Department; Mr. Danny Burridge, Santa Maria Community
Services; Ms. Margaret Fox, Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition of Cincinnati
(MARCC). You may contact Janice at JaniceKummer@gmail.com

We wear orange in June. National Gun Violence Awareness Day (June 3rd) began
a month of #WearOrange. Last Sunday was Pentecost and this Sunday, June 12, is
United Methodist Peace with Justice Sunday. Wearing orange is appropriate!
Orange is the color of the gun violence prevention movement—a bright color
because we want to be seen and heard. We #WearOrange to join the Spirit’s call
for a future free from gun violence. We #WearOrange to honor the lives of people in
the United States affected by gun violence and elevate the voices of those
demanding an end to this crisis. Stand with others as the Spirit gives us tongues to
speak and moves in us to reach all people in the way of Jesus, the way of peace!

Rev. Dr. Susan Henry Crowe, General Board of Church and Society of the United
Methodist Church, Washington, DC

Rev. David W. Meredith, Director of Urban Ministry, Ohio River Valley District

Sample Letters

It is important that we faithful United Methodists use our voice to advocate for policy
change, for peace and justice, for the transformation of the world! We are called to speak
out for real policy changes to bring about an end to gun violence.
Attached you will find a sample pastoral letter to be shared with your congregation,
a sample letter to be shared with your state representative
and a sample letter to be sent to your federal representative (Congress)

Download them, adapt them, fill in your name, and let your voice be heard.

Juneteenth Activities
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United Methodists Join the Citywide Celebration of Juneteenth

The Ohio River Valley District, a sponsoring organization, invites all Cincinnati area United
Methodists to enjoy this 35th Cincinnati Juneteenth Celebration in Eden Park on
Saturday, June 18 from Noon to 9:30 (Parade of Flags Starts at 11:30)
with Family - Food - Fun - Fellowship, Music & Historical Re-enactments, and Lots of
Children’s Activities. United Methodist youngsters will be in the Parade of Flags at 11:30
(See Sign-Up Genius to register your child!)
 
Come rejoice and be glad for Freedom Day!
 
There are many opportunities to support this great day with your service.  Learn more and
sign up to help via SignUpGenius

Juneteenth Jubilee!
Saturday June 18 With First UMC Springboro

The Second Annual Springboro Juneteenth Jubilee
is a family-friendly community event happening
June 18, 2022.  Springboro is a significant landmark
in the history of the Underground Railroad and
abolitionist movement.
 
This June 18th, First UMC Springboro is a Jubilee sponsor. Members of Springboro First
will be helping and participating in activities. For additional information, go to
https://www.springborojuneteenth.com or contact Jack Hott, CLM, at jhott@woh.rr.com

Local Church and Ministry Partner Events

Tri-State Reconciling Ministries
Pride Celebration

June 12
Click here for more details

Armstrong Chapel UMC
Benefit Golf Scramble 

July 8
Click here for more details

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/cincinnatijuneteeth2022
https://www.springborojuneteenth.com
mailto:jhott@woh.rr.com
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/pride-celebration
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/pride-celebration
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/sould-out-concert-0
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/benefit-golf-scramble


Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad

Administrative Assistant - Anderson Hills UMC
Office Manager - Middletown Christ UMC
Next Generation Pastor - Faith Community UMC
Executive Director of Wesley Foundation Cincinnati/Associate Pastor of Clifton UMC
Youth Director - Miami Whitewater UMC
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