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End Gun Violence Now -
It's Time to Pray and Act

Nineteen elementary-school aged children and
two adults were murdered in Uvalde, Texas while
in school for their last classes before summer
vacation. I have wept off and on for a week in the
wake of another tragic mass shooting. Over and
over, it’s just as devastating, heart-wrenching,
nauseating, and painful as all the other recent mass shootings that killed innocent victims
in our country.

By now, the story of gun violence and mass shootings in America are not an anomaly –it
keeps happening with alarming frequency. The list from just the past decade includes
supermarkets in Buffalo, New York and in Boulder, Colorado; a train rail yard in San Jose,
California; a birthday party in Colorado Springs, Colorado; a convenience store in
Springfield, Missouri; a synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; churches in Sutherland
Springs, Texas and in Charlestown, South Carolina; a Walmart in El Paso, Texas, a
FedEx warehouse in Indianapolis, Indiana; a music festival in Las Vegas, Nevada;
massage parlors in Atlanta, Georgia; a Waffle House in Nashville, Tennessee; a gay
nightclub in Orlando, Florida; and a movie theatre in Aurora, Colorado.

Sadly, because of mass shootings, school names in America have become familiar to us,
such as Sandy Hook Elementary, Stoneman Douglas High School, Santa Fe High School,
Nickel Mines Elementary, and Columbine High School. According to Education Week,
which tracks school shootings, there have been 26 school shootings resulting in death in
the U.S. in 2022. Unbelievably, in ten years since Sandy Hook, gun laws in the U.S.
haven’t changed much.

We must pray for wisdom and a strong desire to ACT. Things must change!

We pray for the families, friends and communities of the victims.  Pray for
comfort. Pray for relief of the unimaginable pain they are suffering and will suffer for
years to come. At home or church, light 21 orange candles on Pentecost
Sunday. Pray for the Spirit to comfort the grieving and fire-up the complacent.

We act for policy change and engage to reform systems and behaviors. Push
and drive Congress to establish gun laws that protect children, our families, friends,
loved ones and communities. Please act now. Call the Capitol switchboard at 202-
224-3121 and demand action to prevent gun violence and enact lifesaving gun
legislation. Watch next week's newsletter for sample letters you can send to elected
representatives.

We recognize that gun violence has become an all-too-frightening
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phenomenon. (Read more from UMCJustice.org's "Faith and Facts" ) Now more
than ever, let's stand together as United Methodists in “Our Call to End Gun
Violence.” (2016 Book of Resolutions, #3428) Read, study, and discuss the ways
you, your family, your small group at church, or your congregation will respond to
this epidemic of gun violence in our country.

We wear orange for worship on Pentecost Sunday. National Gun Violence
Awareness Day is June 3rd and begins Wear Orange Weekend. Orange is the color
of the gun violence prevention movement—a bright color because we want to be
seen and heard. We #WearOrange to join the Spirit’s call for a future free from gun
violence. We #WearOrange to honor the lives of people in the United States
affected by gun violence and elevate the voices of those demanding an end to this
crisis. Stand with others as the Spirit gives us tongues to speak and moves in us to
reach all people in the way of Jesus, the way of peace!

Rev. Dr. Susan Henry Crowe, General Board of Church and Society of the United
Methodist Church, Washington, DC

Rev. David W. Meredith, Director of Urban Ministry, Ohio River Valley District

Next Tuesday!

Reception for Todd and Suzanne
Tuesday, June 7 @ 5:30 PM

Spring Celebration
Tuesday, June 7 @ 7:00 PM

Our annual Spring Celebration highlighting this year's ministry milestones and
achievements will take place on June 7 at Westwood United Methodist Church, 3460
Epworth Ave, Cincinnati 45211. We will be recognizing our retirees, ordinands, pastors
coming/pastors going, and more. Our new District Superintendent, Jennifer Lucas, will be
in attendance.

Todd Anderson and Suzanne Allen have provided clergy and laity with faithful leadership
as Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent/Regional Missional Specialist. We can't
let them move to their new appointments at Hyde Park Community UMC without
expressing our gratitude to them for their ministry among us in the Ohio River Valley
District for the last six years. We are having a Reception in their honor on June 7 prior to
the Spring Celebration with music, delicious hors d'oeuvres and fellowship to thank them
for their ministry among us.

If you'd like to contribute to a love offering Please send a check, made payable to the
Ohio River Valley District, to 7388 E. Kemper Road, Cincinnati 45249. Please note in the
memo line that the money is for Todd and Suzanne's gift.

In addition, we'll be collecting cards and well wishes for each of them at the reception. If
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you are unable to make it, please mail your card to the ORV District office at the above
address.

Contact Nancy Newton with any questions, nnewton@wocumc.org

Annual Conference This Weekend

If you are registered as a delegate, you should have
received your number/information via email.
If not, contact Nancy at the District Office for help.

Get the latest at WestOhioUMC.org/AC/2022
 
The 53rd Session of the West Ohio Annual
Conference is fast approaching. Under the theme, Becoming, we will worship, hold
celebrations of ministry, and care for the business of our annual conference. This virtual
event takes place Friday, June 3 from 9a-8p and Saturday, June 4 from 9a-5p. The end
time both days is subject to change.

Revised Annual Conference Schedule (this differs from what is printed in the Book
of Reports and is subject to change)

Friday, June 3, 9a-12p: Opening Worship, Opening Business and Legislation -
voting on Recommendation 1, Conference Nomination Report, Laity Address, Lay
Denman Award Recognition, CFO Report, voting on Recommendations 2 & 3
Friday, June 3, 1-5:15p: Worship, Cabinet Address, Voting on Recommendations
4 & 5, Corporate Session, Transformative Discipleship/Camps and Retreats Report,
Youth Denman Award Recognition, Episcopal Address
Friday, June 3, 6:30-8p:  If required, there will be an evening session to attend to
business
Saturday, June 4, 9a-12p:  Morning Worship, Celebration of Light the Way and
New Church Starts, Anti-racism Report, Legislation - voting on Recommendations
6-8
Saturday, June 4 12:30-5p: 2023 Annual Conference Dates & Location
Announcement, Attend to any unfinished business, Clergy Denman Award
Recognition, Recognizing those Commissioned, Ordained and Retired; New
Cabinet Appointments, Fixing of the Appointments, Closing Motions and Laity
Session Reminder 

Praying For Our Churches

The staff of the Ohio River Valley District takes time
every week of the year to pray for some churches.
During the month of June we are praying for the
following congregations, pastors and church ministries.
We know that God is doing a good work within you -
you are transforming lives and communities with God’s
love and grace. And we trust that the love of God, the
grace of Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit
will fill you and sustain you.

Week of June 5
Friendship - Pastor Meshach Kanyion / PPRC Chair Kristie Runyan
Olive Branch - Pastor Jim Nathan / PPRC Chair Neil Schnecker

Week of June 12
Laurel - Pastor Bill Zeller / PPRC Chair Gloria Smith
Pleasant Ridge - Pastor Jack Marsh / PPRC Chair Lynn Bell

Week of June 19
Hyde Park Bethlehem - Pastor Barb Schnecker / PPRC Chair Paul Flaugher
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Milford First - Pastor Steven Rodgers / PPRC Chair Don Baker

Week of June 26
Bethany - Pastor Doug Sonnenberg / PPRC Chair Ken Cecil
Mt Washington -  Pastor Penny Magee / PPRC Chair Julie Peelman

Juneteenth Jubilee!
Saturday June 18 With First UMC Springboro

The Second Annual Springboro Juneteenth Jubilee
is a family-friendly community event happening
June 18, 2022 to celebrate the reading of the
Emancipation Proclamation In Galveston, Texas,
on June 19, 1865, when we all truly became free.  It is a day we celebrate our shared
history, Freedom, and continued commitment to equity and inclusion for all.
 
Springboro is a significant landmark in the history of the Underground Railroad and
abolitionist movement. Our founding Quaker community along with other abolitionists
including our United Methodist ancestors, played a major role as a safe harbor for
enslaved people paving the way for Freedom for Black Americans.
 
This June 18th, FUMC Springboro is a Jubilee sponsor. Members of Springboro First will
be helping and participating in activities during the day at North Park Amphitheater where
entertainment, food trucks and displays will be featured, and in a self-guided walking tour
of Underground Railroad sites that actively helped freedom seekers.
 
For additional information, go to https://www.springborojuneteenth.com or contact Jack
Hott, CLM, at jhott@woh.rr.com

Resources

Pastor Coming, Pastor Going?

Are you or your congregation experiencing a
pastoral transition this year? If so, make sure to
check out the Resources for Pastoral Transitions
course now available on the West Ohio Learning
Platform. Our Regional Missional Specialist team
has prepared a new video highlighting key aspects
of navigating the transition of pastoral leadership
in a local church. They have also gathered a collection of excellent resources on pastoral
transition from a variety of sources that will help with an effective and healthy transition in
your context.
 
To get started:
1. Click this link - https://westohioumc.newzenler.com/ 
2. Click on Resources for Pastoral Transitions
3. Click Enroll in Course 
If you already have an account on the platform, you'll be prompted to log in to register for
the course. Please use the forgot password link to reset your password if you don't know it
or if you are creating a new account.
 
If you need any assistance with your account or presenting the material to your
congregation, please contact one of our ORV Regional Missional Specialists, Suzanne
Allen or Wendy Lybarger.
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Local Church and Ministry Partner Events

Tri-State Reconciling Ministries
Pride Celebration

June 12
Click here for more details

Armstrong Chapel UMC
Benefit Golf Scramble 

July 8
Click here for more details

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad

Administrative Assistant - Anderson Hills UMC
Office Manager - Middletown Christ UMC
Next Generation Pastor - Faith Community UMC
Executive Director of Wesley Foundation Cincinnati/Associate Pastor of Clifton UMC
Youth Director - Miami Whitewater UMC
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