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Praying For Our Churches

For many years, the staff of the Ohio River Valley District
has purposely taken time each week of the year to pray
for specific churches. During the month of April we are
praying for the following congregations, pastors and
church ministries. We know that God is doing a good
work within you - you are transforming lives and
communities with God’s love and grace. And we trust
that the love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ, and the
power of the Holy Spirit will fill you and sustain you.

Week of April 3
Cherry Grove - Pastors Paula Stewart and Jennifer Burns / PPRC Chair Janet Brown
Newtown - Pastor Bruce Batchelor-Glader / PPRC Chair Carole Gibson
Second Creek - Pastor Taelor Hickey / PPRC Chair Yvette Ross

Week of April 10
Groesbeck - Pastor Dave Mack / PPRC Chair Mark Dunham
North Bend - Scott Stephans / PPRC Chair Vickie Paulin
York Street - Pastor Jeaninne Walker / PPRC Chair Angela Singleton

Week of April 17
Cornerstone - Pastor Aaron Brown / PPRC Chair James Kalp
Grant Memorial - Pastor Rick Christopher / PPRC Chair James Hackney
Red Lion - Pastor Sandy Vogele / PPRC Brandon Warmoth

Week of April 24
Branch Hill - Pastor Ed Fisher / PPRC Chair Frank Adkins
Monfort Heights - Pastors Angie Sherer and Jason Taylor / PPRC Chair Anna Sobolewski
Oxford - Pastor Caleb Henry / PPRC Chair Paula Byrkett
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Save these dates!

Friday May 6: Our third annual District Wide Ice Cream
Social (since we still can't gather at Lakeside) will be held on
Friday, May 6 at 7pm. This year it will be at The Main Hub
(former Deerfield UMC) in Maineville. Back again will be the
giant Johnny's Ice Cream Truck with all kinds of delicious
treats including cones, sundaes, shaved ice and flurries!

Tuesday June 7: ORV's Spring Celebration highlighting the past year in ministry. We'll
recognize our retirees, ordinands, pastors coming/pastors going and more. Combined with
this annual event will be a Thank You Send Off for Todd and Suzanne before they
transition to co-pastors of Hyde Park Community UMC. These events will take place at
Westwood UMC. We'll begin with an hors 'doeuvre reception at 6pm followed by the
Spring Celebration at 7pm and ending with a time together enjoying Todd and Suzanne's
favorite dessert!

Thank You, Benji!

Whenever someone mentions Rev. Benji Sayre’s name in conversation, we hear stories
about the impact he has made in our lives. Our appreciation of Benji’s faith, fun spirit, and
commitment to social justice and ministries of mercy runs deep. It is important to say
Thank you Benji!

Benji was serving at Clifton United Methodist Church and the Wesley Foundation when a
car accident occurred in April 2021, placing Benji on disability leave to recover from a
traumatic brain injury.

As the one year anniversary approaches, Clifton United Methodist Church is working on
two things: 1) a book of affirmations for Benji, and 2) the Easter offering of a
wheelchair-accessible van that will enable the family to travel together.

Book of Affirmations:

A creative team from Clifton United Methodist Church is
collecting and organizing affirmations of Benji’s ministry. To
say thank you for Benji Sayre’s ministry and how he made



you feel, would you please prepare an affirmation of Benji
related to your personal experience of him in his ministry?

Benji’s ministry has touched many lives in many different
ways and places. Let him know how much you appreciate his
humor, his joy for living, and his many unique ways of
helping us experience God’s love for each and every one of
us.

Submit your memory, along with a photo, by completing the Google form
Send your submissions by Easter Sunday, April 17.

Easter Offering: Van Fund

The Clifton United Methodist Church Council (Leadership
Team) has decided to present Benji and his family with a
gift of a van that will accommodate his tilt-in-space
wheelchair.
We can make it easier and more reliable for Benji to get to
rehabilitation appointments with the purchase and gift of a
used or new van. This van could also benefit the whole family by making it possible for
them to do things together outside of the home again. Please consider maximizing your
donation to thank Benji and to help the Sayres pursue their shared goals.

You can give online via Clifton UMC's paypal.

If you want to make a contribution via check or investment,
please contact Lorri Phile at Clifton UMC's church office
(office@cliftonumc.com or 513-961-2998)
or send it via post to: 3416 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati OH, 45220

Benji will be honored at Clifton United Methodist Church the Sunday after Easter - Sunday
April 24. That Sunday also marks Church Beyond the Walls, a day of service and witness
projects, "being the church outside of the church", which Benji led twice a year for five
years. RSVP on Clifton UMC's Facebook here for the latest details.

This year, it is necessary for clergy to register
for both the Clergy Session and Annual Conference to
ensure your ability to vote. Registration closes April 20.
Register for Clergy Session Here

Resources

From Lewis Center For Church Leadership:
50 Ways to Welcome a New Pastor

https://tinyurl.com/mr4d5hwk
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/CliftonUMC
http://office@cliftonumc.com
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If a new pastor is in your congregation’s future, be sure to
check out 50 Ways to Welcome a New Pastor. This free
resource shares tips and advice on saying goodbye to your
current pastor in a healthy way and best practices for
welcoming your new pastor.

Read now, download free, and share.

Vanco Online Giving Webinar:
Thursday April 21

The West Ohio Conference will be partnering
with Vanco as a long term successor to the
online giving platform created in April 2020.

Please join WOC and Vanco Thursday April 21st from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.,  for an
online giving webinar that is designed to answer any questions you may have.

If you want to know more about Vanco’s online giving platform, this is an excellent
opportunity to consider how they could enhance your donations and how the Conference
will reduce your church’s fees.

Webinar is free but registration is required - RSVP here.

Next Leadership Clinic: May 9
Father Greg Boyle: The Whole Language: The
Power of Extravagant Tenderness
 
Father Gregory Boyle, the beloved Jesuit priest and
author of the inspirational bestsellers, Tattoos on the
Heart and Barking to the Choir, will share a call to
witness the transformative power of tenderness, rooted
in his lifetime of experience counseling gang members in Los Angeles. In a community
struggling to overcome systemic poverty and violence, Father Greg will share how those at
Homeboy Industries fight despair and remain generous, hopeful, and tender. His
leadership and moving stories challenge our ideas about God and about people, providing
a window into a world filled with fellowship, compassion, and fewer barriers. Through
encouragement, humor, and hope, Father Greg will show us how to treat others—and
ourselves—with acceptance and tenderness.
Author’s Book included and mailed to you: The Whole Language: The Power of
Extravagant Tenderness
Bishop’s Huddle-Up (a time to process together): May 16, 7-8pm EST
Click here for more information and to register.
Registration fee is $30 for all Ohio leaders and $40 for all Non-Ohio leaders.
 
If you’re not able to attend the live, virtual event, your registration will still get you 30-day
access to the recording, as well as an invitation to Bishop’s Huddle-Up.
Deadline to register is May 3, 2022 at midnight.

Save the Dates for Mission u 2022!
July 13-16 Online
 
Community is God’s desire for us. This year at Mission u,
as we study Luke 13, we find ourselves in a period of
disruption and uncertainty. In the midst of a devastating
pandemic, divisive political climate, unaddressed
systemic racism, ecological crises and economic turmoil,
we turn to the stories of Jesus that have anchored Christian communities for two millennia.
 
Our hope is that we will leave Mission u with a bigger and broader vision of the community
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Christ is calling us to be in times of loss, grief, and massive disruption. Join us on
Sundays, July 10 and July 17, for opening and closing worship at 7:00pm, as well as for
the full Mission u session, July 13-16, from 10:00am-12:00pm and 7:00-9:00pm. All
sessions will be held online.
 
Registration will open online May 15. Please join us at Mission u 2022 as we reflect on the
community that Jesus is calling us to be! Learn more here.

Children and Youth Ministry Resources from Colocate

Do you lead Children's or Youth Ministry? You do not need to do it alone! Join the
networking sessions and private Facebook groups to connect with other leaders and
share resources!  

ORV Children's Ministry
Each month leaders in Family Ministries and Children's Ministries from around the district
join together to connect and discuss ministry. If you would like to join these sessions email
Teresa and Dianna at childrensministry@colocateministryconsulting.com 
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/orvchildrensministry/ 

ORV Youth Ministry
Each month leaders in Youth Ministries from around the district join together to connect
and discuss ministry. If you would like to join these sessions email Tym
at tym@colocateministryconsulting.com 
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/orvyouthministry/ 

Find out more about Colocate Ministry Consulting LLC by contacting our co-found and
coach, Rev. Brent Dearnell:
Email: brent@colocateministryconsulting.com
Call: (513) 909 - 4083
Visit Us: www.colocateministryconsulting.com

Local Church and Ministry Partner Events

Epiphany UMC
Easter Egg hunt

Miami Whitewater UMC
Soul'd Out Concert

https://www.westohioumw.org/mission-u
mailto:childrensministry@colocateministryconsulting.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/orvchildrensministry/
mailto:brent@colocateministryconsulting.com
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http://www.colocateministryconsulting.com/


April 16
Click here for more details

May 22
Click here for more details

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad

Paid and unpaid job openings:
Treasurer - Anderson Hills UMC
Summer internships - UMC Food Ministry
Business Development Rep - Christian Family Credit Union
Next Generation Pastor - Faith Community UMC
Executive Director of Wesley Foundation Cincinnati/Associate Pastor of Clifton UMC
Custodian - Bethany UMC
Youth Director - Miami Whitewater UMC
Evening Custodian - Shiloh UMC
Director of Digital Programming & Communications- Armstrong Chapel UMC
Afterschool Teacher - Wesley Chapel Mission Center
Director of Diversity & Belonging - West Ohio Conference
Pianist/Organist - Okeana UMC
Associate Organist - Trinity UMC

Celebration of Life and Ministry

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. Loveless who passed away on Friday, April 8, 2022. Prior to
retiring from the West Ohio Conference in 1998, he served Oak Street; Clayton; Zion;
Church of the Cross (Kettering); Coordinator/Registrar Board of Ordained Ministry;
Superintendent of Newark District; and Assistant to the Bishop. He is survived by his wife,
Jean and children Rick, Brad, and Bill Loveless and Cindy Cary. Rev. Loveless's service
will take place at 3pm on Saturday, April 30 at Otterbein Lebanon Community Chapel, 585
N SR 741, Lebanon, Ohio 45036. Visitation willstart at 1pm until the time of the service.
Clergy will process in wearing white stoles. Notes of sympathy will reach Jean at Otterbein
Senior Life, 301 Phillippi Hall, 585 North State Route 741, Lebanon, Ohio 45036.
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