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Image: An Ash Wednesday reflection via Chapters Northside.
Chapters Northside is "a progressive faith community where stories intersect".
Led by Pastor Robert English, it is one of our District's new worship expressions.
Follow Chapters on Facebook here.

Save the Date: Sunday March 14 @ 6 PM
District Wide COVID Memorial and Prayer Service: Online Worship

Many of us have been impacted by the coronavirus.
As we approach the one year anniversary of when things began closing down,
we want to pause and acknowledge our grief,
and look forward with hope to the future.
We will be sharing an online memorial and prayer service on our Facebook page on March
14.
We will be collecting the names of those connected to our District who have died from
COVID-19. Please send them via SignUpGenius and the names will be shared in the
service.

Leaning into Justice: Lent Study
Ash Wednesday will kick off the Lent 2021: Leaning
into Justice Challenge.
Each week of Lent we will roll out resources and
ideas for learning, reflection and action organized
around a specific justice topic for that week with
guidance about estimated time commitments.
Saturdays will involve an action item and Sunday will
be a day of rest.
Follow the link to sign up to receive the challenge right to your inbox on a weekly or daily
basis. Contact Kate Smith with any questions.

Lent Book Study - Sunday Evenings on Zoom
As part of the Ohio River Valley District's continuing commitment
to anti-racism, we'd like to invite you to a 6-week Lent book study
reading and discussing The Color of Compromise: The Truth
about the American Church's Complicity in Racism by Jemar
Tisby. The study will be done via Zoom so all across the
conference are invited to take part. Meetings will be guided by
Rev. Vicki Robinson from Church of the Saviour UMC Cincinnati
along with additional facilitators who will lead smaller groups in
Zoom break out rooms.
Discussions will be on Sunday evenings from 7-8:30pm starting
February 21 and will continue through March 28.
Information about the book from Amazon.com:
The Color of Compromise is both enlightening and compelling, telling a history we either
ignore or just don’t know. Equal parts painful and inspirational, it details how the American
church has helped create and maintain racist ideas and practices. You will be guided in
thinking through concrete solutions for improved race relations and a racially inclusive
church.
Please register here. Once you have signed up, purchase the book at your favorite book
store, and read the first 2 chapters before the first gathering on February 21.
Questions? Contact Rev. Vicki Robinson by email by clicking here.
The Zoom meeting information will be emailed to you prior to the first session.

Also: Save the Date (Sunday March 14):
Lent Virtual Retreat - Holy Troublemakers and the Arc of Justice
March 14th from 2:00-5:00p via Zoom.
Register via hydeparkchurch.org/holytroublemakers/
Since the days of Abraham, we have seen the impact of God’s holy troublemakers. Holy
troublemakers are people of faith committed to pursuing love, compassion, and justice in
their corners of the world, even when it means rocking the boat. Holy troublemakers are
diverse in their context and how they respond to God’s call, but they are alike in their work
of naming situations truthfully and seeking justice, within themselves and with their
communities.
For this retreat, we will spend time learning about, discussing, and reflecting on holy
troublemakers of the past and present. We will encounter prophetic leaders who – with
wisdom and courage – spoke up and got involved in God’s Kin-dom work. Our hope is that
each person will be inspired to discern and embrace how God has uniquely called them to
be a holy troublemaker for justice in their own corner of the world. This retreat is open to
all who want to explore what it means to make holy trouble!

Resources
Wondering Wednesdays - March 10 @ 11:30 AM
From Todd: As we all know, C-19 has changed a lot of things including the way we do ministry. It seems like every new
season brings a Covid first.
Suzanne and I have learned from pastors and laity in phone
calls, emails and Connecting Points that you have a lot on your
mind. We thought it would be helpful to get together every
couple of months with you to talk about issues brought on by this period of pandemics.
We hope you will be part of the conversation.
Our next installment of Wondering Wednesdays will be March 10.
Joe Galyon will lead a conversation on copyright licensing and the current status of music
in worship.
Sign up via SignUpGenius and the Zoom link will be emailed.

Advocate for hungry people:
Say no to Ohio Senate Bill 17
The Ohio Legislature is currently considering Senate Bill
17, which would create additional barriers for recipients
of SNAP (food stamps) and Medicaid, including a new
work requirement for Ohioans over the age of 55. New
paperwork and reporting will swamp an alreadyovertaxed Ohio Department of Jobs & Family Services, leading to people in poverty
waiting longer to be connected to the food and health care they need.

The United Methodist Book of Resolutions, #4051 says, “[Jesus’] opposition to those who
would ignore the needs of the neighbor makes clear that we grossly misunderstand and
fail to grasp God’s grace if we imagine that God overlooks, condones, or easily tolerates
our indifference to the plight of our neighbors.” Specifically, United Methodists should
“facilitate access to basic health information and care” and “organize and work to retain
programs such as Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Programs (SNAP), and food co-ops.”
Tell your representatives to vote ‘No’ on SB-17 by filling out this simple form from Hunger
Network in Ohio.

West Ohio Camps: Special Announcement
I would like to announce our Summer 2021 Camps became public and open for
registration on Monday, February 15, 2021. WOW, does that feel good to share! We all
want to get back to summer camp and hosting retreats. Our team is working diligently to
have best practices health and safety guidelines in place to operate camps. That being
said, camps will look and feel a little different this summer, but hey, we have all dealt with
different these last eleven months. We will soon start recruiting staff members and move
forward with open registration. Keep us in your prayers as we continue to navigate great
experiences for our summer campers!
Blessings to you,
Ken Overholser – Director of Camping & Retreat Ministries
Learn more and register here

Armstrong Chapel's Super Charge Men's Event
Goes Virtual
When: Saturday, March 6
Time: 9am-10am
Where: Online via Zoom
How do you reach heights you have always dreamed
about – things like a great career, long time marriage,
children, grandchildren, and secure retirement?
Tom Hume, former pitcher for the Cincinnati Reds will
share how his faith and what developed inside of him
made it possible to:
Pitch in the major leagues for 10 years
Get the last out in the All-Star game
Receive the Sporting News Fireman of the Year Award
Overcome knee surgery
Become a clubhouse faith leader
Survive a fire
Coach the Reds bullpen relievers for 11 years
This event is free with a request for a donation to support of the Men’s Ministry, the
Madisonville Braves baseball/softball program and food supplies for MEAC – the

Madisonville Education and Assistance Center.
Register

Classifieds
Paid and unpaid job openings:
John Wesley UMC - Director of Family and Student Ministry
North Bend UMC - Keyboardist/Pianist
Shiloh UMC - Director of Student and Family Ministries
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Children's Pre K-6 Teacher
John Wesley Early Learning Center - Assistant Teacher
Anderson Hills UMC - Director of Student Ministry
Items needed and available:
A friend - Free! Small electronic piano & choral music
Faith Community UMC member - Free! Handmade cloth masks
Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified

A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
Rev. G. Keith Nash who died Friday, February 5, 2021. He was a retired pastor from
the West Ohio Conference. He served appointments at Milford Center, Mechanicsburg
First, North Baltimore, Broad Street, Newark First, Southern Hills, Marion Prospect St.,
Canal Winchester Faith, and Bexley churches. He also served Chicago First Temple
church in the North Illinois Conference. A Celebration of Life service will be held in the
future. You may make donations in Keith’s memory to Wesley Glen Charitable Care Fund,
5155 North High, Columbus, Ohio 43214. To read his obituary and leave condolences
online click here.

