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We are on the verge of beating Los Angeles!
"Huh? Really?" Yes, in our Good Competition of food and funds for hungry folks!

It is halftime and we are ahead! But we know how things can change in the second half...

We don't want to leave anybody out-
Record your giving in the form before noon tomorrow.

And watch for an announcement on whether LA or Cincinnati United Methodists won!

Saturday March 19th
Discipleship Day - Online Event

“You Can’t Delete A Memory:
Strategies for Overcoming Life’s Hurts”

Life hurts. There is not a single person on this
planet who has not been touched by grief or
trauma in some way- whether the effects of
COVID, the effects of the drug epidemic, the
effects of social inequality, or the effects of
losing a beloved family member.

A person may not have faced an extreme adverse event, but that doesn't mean they aren't
carrying a heavy burden of grief and sorrow.

This event is for anyone who has experienced life’s hurts or wants to be able to minister
more effectively to those experiencing those hurts.

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/zxhnI99?source_id=746b6ecb-7791-4566-ad88-c6fcd67b7d55&source_type=em&c=
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102372137615/746b6ecb-7791-4566-ad88-c6fcd67b7d55
https://www.fox19.com/video/2022/02/09/friendly-competition-between-united-methodist-churches
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScAQ2OMHaceohhdXCHJeigQj2I6zSwr_QqEn52kpcXcDe0Ysg/viewform
https://www.westohioumc.org/clinics


Our walk with Jesus and the fellowship of our church community can offer some relief.
We may not be able to delete a memory, but we can find evidence-based strategies for
managing our hurts, finding healing and hope, and helping others do the same.

Registration is now open via SignUpGenius - follow the link here.

Denman Evangelism Award

Dear Colleagues in Ministry,
 
The year 2022 is upon us, and in a few short months, so
too will be our West Ohio Annual Conference! With that in
mind, we are asking you to consider if you know a clergy
person, lay person, or youth who should be nominated for
the Harry Denman Evangelism Award.
The Denman Award honors United Methodists in each
annual conference whose exceptional ministry in
evangelism brings people into a life transforming
relationship with Jesus Christ.
 
The Denman Award nominations form (attached) asks for the following regarding each
nominee:

Tell the story of this person’s innovative evangelism ministry.
Describe how this person’s ministry combines works of loving kindness with sharing
their Christian faith to all people (evangelism in the spirit of John Wesley).
“How” and in what tangible ways are lives being transformed by this person’s
service to Christ?
In what ways does this person’s service and ministry model “Why Jesus” to those
they touch?

 
Nomination forms are due by March 15 to mgrace@wocumc.org or by mailing to
West Ohio Conference, Attn. Mariellyn Grace, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH
43085. The West Ohio Extended Cabinet and other staff members will make
determinations by the end of April. Recipients will be notified by early May and will be
recognized around the time of Annual Conference.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
In Ministry with You,
Dee Stickley-Miner

Administrative Resources

2021 Annual Statistical Report Due March 18

Please work with your Leadership Teams to ensure that
your church's statistical report is complete and uploaded to
the GCFA/Ezra website. If you need assistance, please
contact the District Office or reach out to Jack Frost at the
Conference Office (jfrost@wocumc.org).

These figures are important for accurately calculating each church's apportionments. Your
prompt attention to this data is appreciated!

Important Boy Scouts Information

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-discipleship
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/c7c4f252-674e-4316-a6f6-a72845c39d2d.pdf
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
mailto:jfrost@wocumc.org


Charter decisions may now be deferred until June 30
Renew scout memberships by February 28
Watch for the outcome of the bankruptcy trial on March 9

The UMC and the BSA are continuing to develop a long-term
solution regarding the church’s relationship with Scouting in
service to youth. As we move forward, we recognize that changes are needed.  Read
more details on WestOhioUMC.org here

Resources

Bishop Palmer's newest round of Leadership Clinics has been announced!
Learn more here.

2022 Youth Summer Mission
and Spiritual Development Trip
Grant Application

Applications Due March 14

Dear Youth Leaders,

We know that this season has been one of
continuously adapting to the challenges brought
about by Covid-19. Covid has made it all the more
clear how much youth long for and need the connections to God and each other that
church, youth group, and mission trips offer. Covid has also made it clear how much
disparity and need there is in our world.

Each of you will be called to do something a little different that suits your group, your
context, and the need that God has put on your heart. Regardless of what it is, we want
you to know that the ORV is here to support you. We are still offering the $1,000 youth
mission and spiritual development grants. We are doing so with an expanded
understanding of what a ‘youth summer trip’ means.

I encourage you to dream, pray, and think in bold and creative ways about how to engage
youth in mission, service, and spiritual growth safely this summer. If you’d like ideas on
how to be involved with our local mission partners or smaller rural churches, please reach
out. I’d love to share ideas and resources from across the district with you.

Blessings!
Rev. Suzanne Allen

Get your application here.

Find other grant forms and materials, including a video guide to grant writing,
on the ORV District website.

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/important-boy-scouts-information
https://www.westohioumc.org/clinics
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/7f9b20e1-0698-4722-8bfc-d66e0f0d43eb.docx
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/grants


What is GHX? GHX is Greenhouse Expressions
 
GHX is West Ohio's new incubator and training open to all
clergy and laity teams with new ideas for new ministries to
connect with people outside the walls of the church. GHX
is a new approach to revitalization, bridging your
established church to those in your community.
 
GHX is a 3-month cohort for clergy and laity teams, including:
 
·    Hands on training with West Ohio’s GHX Practitioners
·    Opening Retreat on March 4 at GHX site, Trinity UMC in Bowling Green
·    Closing Retreat on May 6 at GHX site, Faith & Friends at Little Miami Brewing in
Cincinnati
·    Four Zoom Coaching Calls to help you and your team develop the GHX
·    All are welcome! We encourage a team of 3-4 (Pastor + 2-3 Laity)
·    $40 per person covers all meals and materials
 
If you are ready to take the next step, outside the walls of the church, into your
community, register TODAY! Learn more at westohioumc.org/ghx

Ministry of Presence Workshop:
Sat Feb 26 10 AM-12:30 PM EST on Zoom

Many of us wonder how we develop "A Ministry of
Presence" and how we cultivate relationships when our
society seems to be so divided. The Academy for
Small Membership Church Ministries has a workshop
to help church members and pastors build
relationships, learn how to have hard conversations
with people holding different perspectives, and
discover ways to be present with people through
difficult and changing times.

The Ministry of Presence: Cultivating Relationships in an ever-changing world Workshop
will be held via Zoom on February 26, 2022, from 9:00 am — 11:30 am CST. The cost is
$10 per person. Learn more via the flyer and register here via tasmcm.org

Lent Resources

Lent is just a couple weeks away!
Here are some resources to help with your Lenten journey

From Rebekah Simon Peter: "The Covid-19
pandemic has brought about a world of change.
Many congregations have been weighed down with
grief, resentment, and fear, unable to move
forward. This year, I want to show you how to walk
the path of healing through Lent- I’ll share how to
move through the stages of repentance,
remembrance, acceptance, forgiveness,

gratitude, and embracing on each of the six Sundays of Lent." Read the article here.

West Ohio United Methodist Women (UMW)
is hosting an online Lenten study, Sundays in March at 4 PM.
The study text is Tattered and Mended: The Art of Healing the

https://www.westohioumc.org/ghx
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/4c848b5e-9c5f-4a8a-95c1-e277ddc87316.pdf
https://www.tasmcm.org/the-ministry-of-presence-cultivating-relationships-in-an-ever-changing-world
https://rebekahsimonpeter.com/walk-the-path-of-healing-through-lent


Wounded Soul by Cynthia Ruchti.

Artisans can reclaim exquisite beauty from the broken, frayed,
and hopefully shattered—But what about us? What of the wounds
that keep us from living the life we want to live? In Tattered and
Mended, readers walk through a gallery of reclaimed and restored
art as well as broken and restored lives of those who have gone
before us. With a gentle touch and personable wisdom, Cynthia
Ruchti shows how even the most threadbare soul can once again
find healing and hope. Learn more here.

The Miami Valley District has prepared a Lenten Series
for 2022 for you to use for free! It's called “ReFramed”
and based on year C of the Lectionary calendar. 
 
Each week in the series will feature a full set of resources
including media (graphics and video), print pieces
(bulletins), social media graphics, music suggestions,

exegetical notes, hybrid worship ideas, prayers, calls to worship, discipleship pieces and
more. 
 
The overarching metaphor of the series, and the title is “Reframed”. Each week we will
take a look at a biblical text to reframe our mind, our heart and our life as we grow in our
walk with Christ. 
 
Week 1: "Panoramic Perspective” - Luke 4: 1-13 (Jesus encounters temptation)
Week 2: "Get in the Picture” - Luke 13: 31-35 (Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem)
Week 3: “Retake” - Luke 13: 1-9 (Repent or Perish, Parable of the barren fig tree)
Week 4: “Perfecting Your Selfie” - Luke 15: 1-3a, 11b-32 (Prodigal Son)
Week 5: “(Not) Picture Perfect”- John 12:1-8 (Mary anoints Jesus)
Week 6: “Adjusting Focus”- Luke 19:28-40 (Entry into Jerusalem)

The link to Reframed is available here.

Local Church and Ministry Partner Events

Middletown First UMC
First Friday Concert (rescheduled)

February 18 - Featuring Mike Davis
Click here for more details

Anderson Hills UMC
Holy Spirit Conference

March 18-19
Click here for more details

Classifieds

https://www.westohioumw.org/2022-lenten-study
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/reframed-lenten-series
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/first-friday-concert-0
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/holy-spirit-conference-1


Paid and unpaid job openings:
Chair Yoga Instructor - Cherry Grove UMC
Afterschool Teacher - Wesley Chapel Mission Center
Administrative Assistant - Church of the Saviour UMC
Office Administrator - Church of the Saviour UMC
Director of Diversity & Belonging - West Ohio Conf.
Pianist/Organist - Okeana UMC
Associate Organist - Trinity UMC
Children & Youth Ministry Coordinator - Clough UMC
Benefits & Human Resources Generalist - West Ohio Conf.
Summer Student Ministry Intern - Anderson Hills UMC
Preschool Director - Monroe UMC
Family Ministry Coordinator - Norwood Grace UMC
Audio & Video Creative Coordinator - Norwood Grace UMC
Custodian - The Main Hub
Children's Ministry Director - Friendship UMC
Administrative Assistant - Epiphany UMC
Director of Engagement - Sharonville UMC
Children's Ministry Program Coordinator - Shiloh UMC

Items needed and available:
Free! - Altar cloths, stoles and a banner - Waynesville UMC
Free! - Clergy Robe
Free! - Candle Lighters, Blanchester Grace UMC
Free! - UM Hymnals, Batavia Faith UMC
Lease assumption - Kyocera TASKalfa 3253ci Copier System, Summerside UMC

Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified

Celebration of Life and Ministry

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Dedra (Dee) Rader who died Friday, February 11, 2022. She was a Full-Time Local
Pastor serving Belpre Heights and Little Hocking United Methodist Churches in the West
Ohio Conference. She also served appointments at North Bethel, Philo, and South
Zanesville churches. Visitation will be held on Thursday, February 17, 2022, from 2pm-
4pm and 6pm-8pm at the Leavitt Funeral Services and Crematory, 801 Victor Street
Belpre, Ohio 45714. Her funeral service will be held at 1pm on Friday, February 18, 2022,
at the same location. There will also be a memorial service at 2pm on Saturday, February
19, 2022, at the Mulberry Community Center in Pomeroy, Ohio. In lieu of flowers, you may
make memorial contributions to Amedisys Hospice of Marietta  or to Belpre Heights
UMC, 720 Clement Avenue, Belpre, Ohio 45714 or Little Hocking UMC, 20 Federal Road,
Little Hocking, Ohio 45742. To leave condolences online or to view her obituary click here.

Rev. Louise Boyd who died on Thursday, February 3, 2022. She was a Retired Deacon
from the West Ohio Conference. She served appointments at Episcopal Retirement
Homes and Sharonville Parish Care. Her service was held last Friday at Sharonville UMC,
with burial following in Spring Grove Cemetery. You may make memorial contributions in
her name to Sharonville UMC.

https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FLeavitt%2BFuneral%2BServices%2Band%2BCrematory%2F%4039.2815345%2C-81.6208098%2C17z%2Fdata%3D!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x884849443fe8be25%3A0xb119646ca60c2c2e!2s801%2BVictor%2BSt%2C%2BBelpre%2C%2BOH%2B45714!3b1!8m2!3d39.2815345!4d-81.6186211!3m4!1s0x884849443ff389c9%3A0x968b74e2bebfabc1!8m2!3d39.2815206!4d-81.6184796&data=04%7C01%7Cnnewton%40wocumc.org%7Cb411abcc80db404c89d508d9f0b49acd%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637805480782540639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ErK9k0FgGCPRug4Oz6W8vlmZh8dvXic6N544mK%2Bwndk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flocations.amedisys.com%2Foh%2Fmarietta%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cnnewton%40wocumc.org%7Cb411abcc80db404c89d508d9f0b49acd%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637805480782540639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=DeujREYpuRJ%2FeZvDbZZ3stYsiGzx%2FyrC0dQbFXPyHxo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leavittfuneralhome.com%2Fobituaries%2FDedra-Mae-Rader%3FobId%3D24008373%23%2FobituaryInfo&data=04%7C01%7Cnnewton%40wocumc.org%7Cb411abcc80db404c89d508d9f0b49acd%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637805480782540639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ytp0gGv3zOmduFfmIOrElX%2BbyMKqlEblwiHKtz7qGiQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=15028&qid=3786046


Barbara Stachowiak who died on Monday, January 31, 2022. From 1979 to 2011 she
worked as an administrative assistant for the Center for Town and Rural Ministries,
Columbus North District, and the Capitol Area North Districtall affiliated with the West Ohio
Conference of The United Methodist Church in Columbus, Ohio. There will be a private
family graveside service at Resurrection Cemetery in Lewis Center, Ohio. To leave
condolences online or to view her obituary click here.

UPDATE for Barbara & Rev. Richard Smyers . Barbara died on Saturday, October 16,
2021, and her husband, Richard died on Monday, October 18, 2021. Richard was a
Retired Elder from the West Ohio Conference. Their Celebration of Life Service will be
held at 11:00 am on Saturday, April 16, 2022 at Buckeye Brass and Winds, 202 North
Chillicothe Street, Plain City, Ohio 43064. Lunch will follow at Der Dutchman in Plain
City. You may view their obituary or leave condolences online by clicking here.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hillfuneral.com%2Fwesterville-funeral-home%2Fobituaries-services%2Fobits-photos%2F1143&data=04%7C01%7Cnnewton%40wocumc.org%7Cb411abcc80db404c89d508d9f0b49acd%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637805480782540639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LBqSmSg8L%2Bo%2BindWnnaG4Qks1ykXYiJ644oVQI84SJ4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=15029&qid=3786046
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