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Pictured: Volunteers at St Paul Community UMC in Madeira
assembled several baskets to give to refugees from Afghanistan,

and then blessed them in church on Sunday January 9th.

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/zxhnI99?source_id=cfe3e702-50f3-4a52-8c3d-e929c44c836d&source_type=em&c=
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102372137615/cfe3e702-50f3-4a52-8c3d-e929c44c836d
https://youtu.be/AGkETqmiQe4


A Special Training Day Invitation from Brad Aycock

"Are We There Yet?" - Training Day
Saturday February 5th

9:30 - Noon
Last Call For Registration!

Due to rising COVID-19 numbers and to best protect the health and safety of all
involved, the training will now be in a virtual format.
 
With your registration, you will have access to all of the videos of the day at a later time. 
 
Keynote:
“Permission Granted: Finding the Courage to Try New Things”
Mr. Brad Aycock, Director of the Office of Fresh Starts and New Beginnings

"Revive us again, O God! I know you will! Give us a fresh start! Then all your people will
taste your joy and gladness." Psalm 85:6

There’s no shortage of voices to offer the next solution to our challenges in this current
season of ministry – dashboards, benchmarks, growth barriers, stop this, start that, and
the list goes on and on. There are no proven “best practices” on how to lead out of a
challenge like the church has faced over the past 24 months, but there are “better
practices.” During this keynote, Brad Aycock will share practical ideas and examples of
how some churches around West Ohio are emerging to offer the hope and love of Jesus
Christ to their communities in creative ways. Trying new ideas in ministry can feel risky,
causing fear of failure or opposition. Sometimes courage comes when we finally see
others are doing it. Sometimes we just need someone to say “go for it.” Consider this your
“Permission Granted. - Brad

Learn more about the Feb 5 Training Day and register here.

Hey friends!

Jeff Snyder here from the Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati. We are back for the
Spring Semester at the University of Cincinnati and looking for churches and ministries
that might want to supply a meal for our awesome Wesley students. These meals take
place at our “Tuesday Thing” gatherings on Tuesday nights along with a time of prayer,
scripture, and reflection. 

If you are a part of a church that would like to support our local college students by
supplying them with a meal this semester please reach out to us at office@wesleyuc.org!

https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1893
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1893
mailto:office@wesleyuc.org


The meal should feed around 10-15 students and will have to be dropped off at the Wesley
House at 2717 Clifton Avenue on your assigned date at 5:45 pm. 

We also have a signup genius that you can access to get on our Tuesday Thing meal
schedule. Here is the link..https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c44aeaf22a0f4c61-
tuesday

If you have questions or are interested in being a part of this please contact us via email
at office@wesleyuc.org or call me at 513-545-5235.

We appreciate your support and prayers as we minister to college students in our region!

Jeff Snyder - Associate Director at The Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati

Meet Jeff and learn more about Wesley Foundation via their Abundant Fruit video

Lent Resources

Lent is about a month away! Here are some resources to help with your Lenten journey

From Rebekah Simon Peter: "The Covid-19
pandemic has brought about a world of change.
Many congregations have been weighed down with
grief, resentment, and fear, unable to move
forward. This year, I want to show you how to walk
the path of healing through Lent- I’ll share how to
move through the stages of repentance,
remembrance, acceptance, forgiveness,

gratitude, and embracing on each of the six Sundays of Lent." Read the article here.

West Ohio United Methodist Women (UMW)
is hosting an online Lenten study, Sundays in March at 4 PM.
The study text is Tattered and Mended: The Art of Healing the
Wounded Soul by Cynthia Ruchti.

Artisans can reclaim exquisite beauty from the broken, frayed,
and hopefully shattered—But what about us? What of the wounds
that keep us from living the life we want to live? In Tattered and
Mended, readers walk through a gallery of reclaimed and restored
art as well as broken and restored lives of those who have gone
before us. With a gentle touch and personable wisdom, Cynthia
Ruchti shows how even the most threadbare soul can once again
find healing and hope. Learn more here.

The Miami Valley District has prepared a Lenten Series
for 2022 for you to use for free! It's called “ReFramed”
and based on year C of the Lectionary calendar. 
 
Each week in the series will feature a full set of resources
including media (graphics and video), print pieces
(bulletins), social media graphics, music suggestions,

exegetical notes, hybrid worship ideas, prayers, calls to worship, discipleship pieces and
more. 
 
The overarching metaphor of the series, and the title is “Reframed”. Each week we will
take a look at a biblical text to reframe our mind, our heart and our life as we grow in our

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c44aeaf22a0f4c61-tuesday
mailto:office@wesleyuc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMzgFhMhTNQ
https://rebekahsimonpeter.com/walk-the-path-of-healing-through-lent
https://www.westohioumw.org/2022-lenten-study


walk with Christ. 
 
Week 1: "Panoramic Perspective” - Luke 4: 1-13 (Jesus encounters temptation)
Week 2: "Get in the Picture” - Luke 13: 31-35 (Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem)
Week 3: “Retake” - Luke 13: 1-9 (Repent or Perish, Parable of the barren fig tree)
Week 4: “Perfecting Your Selfie” - Luke 15: 1-3a, 11b-32 (Prodigal Son)
Week 5: “(Not) Picture Perfect”- John 12:1-8 (Mary anoints Jesus)
Week 6: “Adjusting Focus”- Luke 19:28-40 (Entry into Jerusalem)

Watch the Miami Valley District website in February (miamivalleydistrict.com) to
download these Reframed resources!

Local Church and Ministry Partner Events

Anderson Hills UMC
Financial Peace University

Beginning January 27 for 12 weeks
Click here for more details

Trinity UMC - Home Safety
Workshop for Older Adults

January 29
Click here for more details

Mt Healthy UMC
Free Carryout Pancake Breakfast

February 5
Click here for more details

Cheviot UMC
GriefShare Support Group

Begins February 6 for 13 weeks
Click here for more details

Classifieds

Paid and unpaid job openings:
Associate Organist - Trinity UMC
Children & Youth Ministry Coordinator - Clough UMC
Benefits & Human Resources Generalist - West Ohio Conf.
Summer Student Ministry Intern - Anderson Hills UMC
Pianist - Ross Community UMC
Preschool Director - Monroe UMC
Family Ministry Coordinator - Norwood Grace UMC
Audio & Video Creative Coordinator - Norwood Grace UMC
Custodian - The Main Hub
Children's Ministry Director - Friendship UMC
Family Ministries Program Coordinator - Bethany UMC
Administrative Assistant - Epiphany UMC
Director of Engagement - Sharonville UMC

http://miamivalleydistrict.com
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/financial-peace-university-2
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/helping-older-adults-stay-safe-home
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/free-carryout-pancake-breakfast
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/griefshare-support-group-0


Choir Director - Bethany UMC
Pianist - Owensville UMC
Children's Ministry Program Coordinator - Shiloh UMC

Items needed and available:
Free! - Altar cloths, stoles and a banner - Waynesville UMC
Free! - Clergy Robe
Free! - Candle Lighters, Blanchester Grace UMC
Free! - UM Hymnals, Batavia Faith UMC
Lease assumption - Kyocera TASKalfa 3253ci Copier System, Summerside UMC

Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified

A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Donna Howard who died Wednesday, January 5, 2022. She was married to the late Rev.
Glen Howard who was a Retired Elder from the West Ohio Conference. He served
appointments at Franklin, Rockbridge, Ostrander, and Pasco Pemberton churches. Her
funeral service was held Thursday, January 13 in Xenia, Ohio. You may leave
condolences online or view her obituary by clicking here.

Joann Robinson who died Sunday, January 9, 2022. She was married to the late Rev.
Robert Robinson who was a Retired Associate Member from the West Ohio Conference.
He served appointments at Ansonia-Dawn, York Center, Lakeview Lewistown, Lilly
Chapel, Lakeview Lewistown, and Syracuse charges. He also served appointments at
Port William, Heath Middleport, Metamora, Clark Street, and Pomeroy churches.
Her funeral service was held Friday, January 14 in Pomeroy, Ohio. You may leave
condolences online or view her obituary by clicking here.

Rev. Thomas Hoffman who died Friday, January 14, 2022. He was a retired pastor from
the West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. He served appointments at
Ohio Northern University and Portsmouth Trinity and Wesley churches. He also served
appointments in the Eastern Pennsylvania, Central Pennsylvania, and Missouri East
Conferences. A private family graveside service is planned and a Celebration of Life event
will be held in the future. You may send letters of condolence to the family in care of Tom's
daughter, Lori Geier, 5192 Miami Hills Drive, Milford, Ohio 45150. In lieu of flowers, please
consider a donation to Southern Ohio Medical Center (SOMC) Hospice in Portsmouth,
Ohio, or the Alzheimer's Association. View his obituary by clicking here.

Rev. James Burge who died Wednesday, January 19, 2022. He was a Retired Elder from
West Ohio Conference who served appointments at Calvary, Whitehall, Van Wert Trinity,
Marion Calvary, Elida Immanuel, and Clough churches. He also served appointments in
the Kentucky Annual Conference. Rev. Burge's service is today at the Dwayne R. Spence
Funeral Home, 650 West Waterloo Street, Canal Winchester, Ohio 43110. Visitation is
from 2-4pm with the funeral service beginning at 4pm. In lieu of flowers, you may make
donations in his name to the Groveport United Methodist Church Building Fund. Please
leave condolences online or view his obituary by clicking here.
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