
News and Notes: January 18, 2023

Subscribe to News and Notes {View This Email in Your Browser}

Upcoming Save the Dates:

Saturday, Feb 4, 2022- MIV-ORV Leadership Training Day
*Tuesday, Feb 7: Clergy Day Apart @ Scioto Ridge*

Ohio River Valley United Methodists Provide Strong Presence at MLK Day

Cincinnati's Martin Luther King Day celebration consisted of thousands marching
downtown, beginning with an Interfaith Prayer Service at the National Underground
Railroad Freedom Center and concluding with a program of speakers and song at
Cincinnati Music Hall. United Methodists from the Ohio River Valley District had a strong
showing – with presence of nearly one hundred United Methodists from more than twelve
congregations braving the cold.

The “United Methodists Stand Against Racism” signs at the march made it into news
coverage from three networks: Local 12, Fox 19, and WLWT 5.

United Methodists sang in the world renowned
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“MLK Chorale”, a cross-cultural,
interdenominational choir that assembles for the
Martin Luther King Day celebration.

Additionally, the Ohio River Valley District was –
along with the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and the
Board of Rabbis - one of the few faith judicatories
to sponsor the MLK Day event. The Ohio River
Valley District's advertisement presented a
unique perspective, recognizing the problem of
silence, repenting of past silence on racial justice
and vowing to stay silent no more.

Congregations present included: Church of the Saviour UMC, Chapters - Northside,
Clifton UMC, Epiphany UMC, Gaines UMC, Hyde Park Community UMC, Keys of the
Kingdom UMC, Mainville UMC, Milford UMC, Mt. Healthy UMC, New Vision UMC, State
Ave. UMC

Training Day Registration Is Open

ORV Leadership Training Day looks different this year!
New location, new date...

The Pathway To Belonging - Leadership Training 2023

Hosted at Christ UMC - Kettering (3440 Shroyer Rd,
Kettering, OH, 45429-2612)

The 2023 Leadership Training Day hosted by Miami Valley and Ohio River Valley districts
will feature Rev. Dernard Newell, Director of Diversity, Inclusion & Belonging for West Ohio
Conference. Workshops examine different aspects of diversity, inclusion, and belonging.

Our event is free but registration required: Register before Jan 31. Register Here

When you attend in person you will also get access to the on-demand recording after the
event. You may register for multiple events in person or on-demand.
See the full list of regional training events here.

Stepping into a new role and looking for administrative committee training (SPRC,
Trustees, Finance, etc.)? Please register for on-demand access in any region. You will be
notified via email when these training sessions are available on the West Ohio Learning
Platform.

Go Awards

Ministries across the West Ohio Conference were celebrated
for their creative and innovative ways they engage with their
communities at the 2023 Bishop’s Go Awards Ceremony held
at Trinity United Methodist Church in Columbus. The
Bishop’s Go Awards will help 45 congregations/ministries
resource innovative new ideas for developing relationships

beyond the walls of their buildings and within their communities in order to make new
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
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Congratulations to each of the following Ohio River Valley District ministry settings who
were awarded between $1,000 and $7,500 to help launch their programs:
 
Community Engagement

Cheviot UMC | Rev. Carrie Jena
Miami Whitewater UMC | Rev. Andrea King
Oak Hills UMC | Rev. Justin Fuhrmann

GHX (Greenhouse Expressions)
Batavia Faith UMC | Rev. Nicole Henderson-Johns
Hope UMC | Rev. Noah Park

 Inclusion
Loveland UMC | Rev. Brad Olson
State Avenue UMC | Pastor Annie Burton
Wesley Foundation at UC | Rev. Becky Shofield Motter

2023 Clergy Day Apart: From Grief to Easter

All clergy serving in ministry in the West Ohio Conference
are invited to a Clergy Day Apart on Tuesday, February 7,
2023, from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm at Scioto Ridge United
Methodist Church in Hilliard, Ohio.

Rev. Dr. Joni Sancken will present ‘From Grief to
Easter.’ She is the Professor of Homiletics at United
Theological Seminary and an accomplished author.

From her most recent book All Our Griefs to Bear –

Where do our churches go from here?

"Church and Christian community look a lot different than they did before the horrors of
the coronavirus pandemic, racial trauma, and economic uncertainty revealed difficult truths
about the wounds we carry. The damage caused by trauma is deep and affects every part
of our lives together. At the same time, the pandemic has upended or called into question
many of our traditional ministry models. For those tasked with leading congregations
through this disorienting new territory, the challenges are great indeed. Yet God's people
are amazingly resilient… We cannot go back to who we were before. But the church can
experience new life and renewal in the wake of trauma as God's healing and hope move
through us into our world."

A complimentary boxed lunch will be provided. We hope clergy will join us for this time
away! Please register by Wednesday, February 1. Learn more and register here.  

Educational Opportunities

FREE Leadership Training Opportunity for Criminal Justice Reform Advocacy

Interested in working locally to change the negative impact of the criminal justice system?
You and the justice-impacted persons you serve are invited to attend a phenomenal,
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free power-building training. On Friday February 10–Saturday February 11 from 9AM-
4PM, JustLeadership USA (JLUSA) is hosting an Emerging Leaders training in
Cincinnati.

JustleadershipUSA is a national organization led by people impacted by the criminal
justice system. Its mission is to decarcerate the United States by educating, elevating, and
empowering the people and communities directly impacted.

Emerging Leaders provides training directly to impacted individuals, their family
members, allies, and service provides within a local geographical area to become leaders
at the forefront of local, state, and federal criminal justice reform efforts, as well as build
power through coalitions. It creates a space for grassroots emerging leaders and
organizers to pin-point their communities’ challenges and understand the scope of work
required to address those challenges.

Check out the attached flyer with more registration details and information about this
training.
You can learn more about JustLeadershipUSA from their flyer.

All In Community is partnering with JLUSA to make available this free training for men,
women, family members, allies, and servants who desire to use their impacted citizenship
and justice-involved experiences to change conditions that drive justice-involvement.
Please attend and invite your returning neighbors who are looking for their next step in
finding purpose and meaning from their justice-involved experience.

Click here to register (by January 20th): https://jlusa.org/el2023-cinci/  
Breakfast and lunch are provided for the two day training.
Questions? Contact Reba Collins at rebakco@gmail.com or 513.262.0184

Register Now for Virtual Laity Discernment Retreat!
Tues 1/31, Tues 2/7, Tues 3/21

The 2023 Virtual Laity Discernment Retreat will hold its
first session at the end of January, so be sure to register
now! At the Laity Discernment Retreat, we will talk about
call, discernment, and what it means to be "called by our
baptism." We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discernment,
and we will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We will also
discuss the variety of ways laity can serve both in our churches and in our communities.
The retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6 weeks later by a two-
hour ZOOM debriefing. In the six weeks between sessions, there will be opportunities to
read, reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you to a better understanding of
your own call. Cost is $25 per person. The 2023 dates are Tuesday, January 31, 2023,
6:30-8:30pm; Tuesday, February 7, 2023, 6:30-8:30pm; and Tuesday, March 21, 2023,
6:30-8:30pm.
Register here via WestOhioUMC.org

Resources

It's Time for Clergy W-2's!

2022 W-2's are due to all employees by January 31,
2023. Information to help with preparing IRS Form
W-2 for clergy, which can be complicated, can be
found on the Conference website. 
Use the worksheet and example here as a guide for
preparing your pastor's 2022 W-2.
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Clergy Tax Seminar on Zoom
Saturday, January 28, 2023, 11 a.m.- 4 p.m.
 
Rev. Deb Oskin is an ordained pastor with the Church
of the Brethren and has been doing clergy tax returns
since 1989. Deb has been a frequent presenter at West
Ohio training events around clergy taxes and has
prepared taxes for many of our clergy. She has
graciously opened this seminar to our West Ohio clergy
who may be interested
 
During this five-hour webinar, you will learn a great deal about clergy tax law, tax
preparation, and clergy compensation. It will be a resource-full day, so plan to take care of
yourself as you learn. Eat when you’re hungry. Get a drink when you’re thirsty. Stand up
and walk around when you need to. But most importantly, ask questions! If you have a
question, at least six other people are wondering the same thing!

.3 CEU’s available. Cost is $40 and the registration deadline is January 18, 2023.
Learn more and register here

Local Church and Ministry Partner Events

Epiphany UMC
Rhine Trio Concert

January 27
Click here for more details

Hyde Park Community UMC
Human Trafficking Program

January 30
Click here for more details

Blanchester Grace UMC
Gospel Jam & Open Mic

February 19
Click here for more details

Westwood UMC
Prayer & Spirituality Retreat

February 24-25
Click here for more details

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad

Employment:
Pipe Organ Musician and Choir Director - Hamilton First UMC
Sunday Tech Volunteer Coordinator - Clifton UMC
Youth Leader - Waynesville UMC
Contemporary Worship Leader/Youth Leader - Monroe UMC
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Director of Music and Worship - Cheviot UMC
Children & Youth Ministry Aides - Clifton UMC

Needed:
Sunday School Curriculum - Miami Whitewater UMC
The Faith We Sing Hymnals - Sabina UMC 
Musicians, Sound, Mentoring/Support, Serving - The UM Gathering
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