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Todd's Trip to Guatemala

Todd and Wes Souders recently visited with United Methodist leaders in Guatemala, including
our friend Juan Ixtan from In Mission Together. Watch the video to hear about some upcoming

global opportunities - and to meet Bonnie from Stove Builders of Guatemala.

 Galatians: Gospel of Grace Series

Galatians: Gospel of Grace
Week 3: Grace that Clothes Us
In Galatians 3:26-28 Paul describes a Grace
that Clothes Us: 
"You are all God's children through faith in
Christ Jesus. All of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither
slave nor free; nor is there male and female, for
you are all one in Christ Jesus." (CEB)
View additional worship and study resources
for this week at: https://www.westohioumc.org

Praying For Our Churches, May
2019

During the month of May, the staff of the
Ohio River Valley District is praying for 

https://youtu.be/WTYKdQ6odR0
https://www.stovebuildersofguatemala.com/
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/week-3-grace-clothes-us?fbclid=IwAR08D1csUS8wP9JDll8a2MzelwhRYvGBYL7uguNHuLVeoorm9SUnSJ0iTPA
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/news/spring-rummage-sales
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/fried-chicken-dinner-silent-auction
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/salad-bar-luncheon-and-crafts-0
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/look-where-god-has-brought-us
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/queen-city-bronze-spring-concert
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/district/ohiorivervalley/event/dinner-church-encounter


the congregation, pastors and church
ministries of the following churches...
that you might bring the hope of Christ to
your community. This year's Annual
Conference theme of "Be not afraid, Hope"
guides our prayers for you.
                      

                     
Week of May 5:
Church of the Saviour - Pastors Jenn Lucas & Andy Wagner / PPRC Chair Janelle Moore
Milford First - Pastor Steven Rodgers / PPRC Chairs Don Baker & Don Hartley

Week of May 12:
Clifton - Pastors David Meredith & Benji Sayre / PPRC Chair Leland Spencer
Sharonville - Pastor Ann Wurster / PPRC Chair Wendy Lindsey-Head

Week of May 19:
Hartwell - Pastor Laurie Steele / PPRC Chair Mike Thompson
Miami Whitewater - Pastor Justin Fuhrmann / PPRC Chair Linda Van Oflen

Week of May 26:
Calvary Hilltop - Pastor Thomas Hargis / PPRC Chair Etta Hampton
Miamiville - Pastor Cindy Ware/ PPRC Chair Sue Hadley

Spring Celebration is May 19
 
All clergy and lay persons in the Ohio River
Valley District are invited to attend our annual
Spring Celebration in recognition of retiring
clergy, candidates being ordained and
commissioned, transitioning pastors, new
pastors to our district, CLMs and more. 

Date: Sunday, May 19
Location: St. Mark's UMC
4601 Fairfield Ave, Fairfield 45014
Time: 3:00 PM

Share the Facebook event here.

 

 Annual Conference

Pre Annual Conference Briefing -

https://www.facebook.com/events/2319394474996892/


May 19 Before Spring Celebration

For anyone serving for the first time as a local church lay member or an at-large lay member,
please plan to attend a short pre-conference briefing from 2:15- 2:45 PM at St. Mark's UMC.

Share the Facebook event here.

.

Annual ORV Ice Cream Social

On Monday night, following the Bishop's
address, join us at the Train Station for ice
cream and karaoke. Bring your singing voices!

For more events, see the Annual Conference Schedule just posted at the West Ohio Website

 Resources

May is Mental Health Awareness Month, a good time to consider starting or expanding a
mental health ministry in your church and community.
One in five Americans annually experience mental health issues ranging in severity from
temporary psychological distress to serious depression, schizophrenia, and bipolar disorder. Of

https://www.facebook.com/events/332529947464969/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVXkbGcgx8k&feature=youtu.be&t=131
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2019/Agenda


this number, four in ten adults and just over half of children aged 8-15 receive appropriate care,
often because of stigma associated with these illnesses and their treatments.
Pastors can help address this disconnect between need and appropriate care by preaching and
speaking about mental illness with directness and compassion from the pulpit. Read more.

Bob Edwards Memorial Fund 
Grant Application Now Available

 
Bob Edwards was a long time supporter of
missions within the Cincinnati and Ohio River
Valley Districts of The United Methodist
Church.  He had a heart for children and
worked diligently to make sure that children
had the educational and nutritional support they
needed.  A memorial fund serves to continue
his good work. 

The Bob Edwards Memorial Fund Grant Application for Summer Enrichment and Nutritional
Support for children is now open.  If your church or agency offers educational, spiritual and
nutritional support for children who are under resourced in these areas, we invite you to apply for
a grant to support this important ministry.  Grant applications will be due back by May 17,
2019. The grant application can be accessed here.

Fund Balance Reports Due

Section 258.4 d) of the 
2016 Book of Discipline makes it mandatory
that every local church finance committee
"shall make provision for an annual audit of the
records of the financial officers of the local
church and all its organizations and shall report
to the charge conference."

Also it is the best way to protect the persons that the local church elects to offices of financial
responsibility from unwarranted charges of careless or improper handling of funds; to build the
trust and confidence of the financial supporters of the church in the way their money is being
accounted for (trust and confidence lead to improved patterns of financial support); to set habits
of fiscal responsibility to assure that when there is turnover in personnel there will be continuity in
accountability and nothing will fall through the cracks; to assure that gifts made to the church
with special conditions attached are consistently administered in accordance with the donors'
instructions, and thus let donors know their gifts are used as intended; and to provide checks
and balances for sums received and expended.
 
Please don't forget to submit your church's report to the District Office by May 15, 2019

 Educational Opportunities

https://sojo.net/articles/necessity-mental-health-ministry
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/b6a7990c-0d0f-4697-8981-764a9872cdd4.docx


Next Teaching Tuesday:

May 14: Let the Children Come - A Look at Discipleship
11:30 am-1:30 pm OR 6:00-8:00 pm   
             
INSTRUCTOR: Rev. Debra Egloff

A discovery session on how we approach our Children's Ministry to encourage depth of purpose,
wonder, and shared learning with adult leaders.  How do we live into the best of our curriculum,
and empower the creative process?  What do we know about the spirituality of children and what
they bring to the learning experience?  Come ready to "play" with the questions and the
possibilities. 

May 28: No More Shame - Embracing Empathy
July 9: How to revitalize using new church start strategies - Brad Aycock
September 10: The Inn at St. Paul Community UMC - Embracing a Refugee Family
November 11: The Art of Asking Great Questions

Register now online!

Fresh Expression Workshop
Tuesday, May 7th from 6:30 to 8:30 PM

Colorful Cupboard Arts Studio at 950 Ohio Pike/SR 125, Withamsville, 45245, OH. 

In this workshop, you'll learn how to launch a
Fresh Expression ministry in gathering places
in your neighborhood.  Taught by Rev.
Jonathan Kollmann.

After Jonathan's presentation, you will have an
opportunity to experience a Fresh Expression
painting worship service with Lora and Charla
the owners of the studio.  This event is limited
to 37 painting participants.  However, if you
want to just observe Colorful Cupboard Arts can
accommodate.  Refreshments will be
provided. To RSVP call 513-888-2770

Fresh Expressions: 
Dinner Church Encounters 
Tuesday May 21 at Faith Community UMC

A Dinner Church Encounter is a 1-day training
event, beginning with the rich theological
history of the dinner church vision, and
progresses throughout the day toward more
practical insights that would enable a leader or
group to imagine hosting a Dinner Church in
their town. The training day includes light
refreshments in the morning, lunch and light

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUIyw7dLoP0&feature=youtu.be


refreshments in the afternoon. 
Get tickets via Eventbrite and spread the word
via Facebook.

 Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

ORV Churches, 
Spring Rummage Sales

McGonigle Millville UMC, Fried
Chicken Dinner & Silent Auction-May 4

Hartzell UMC, Salad Bar 
Luncheon & Crafts- May 15

New Vision UMC, Look Where God 
Has Brought Us Concert - May 19

Church of the Saviour UMC, 
Queen City Bronze Concert-May 19

Faith Community UMC, Dinner 
Church Encounter - May 21

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/respond to an ad
Westwood UMC - Student Ministry Team Leader    Submit your own ad 
Sharonville UMC - Youth Leader: Creative & Performing Arts
Lindenwald UMC - Administrative Secretary/Office Manager
St Mark's UMC - Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
North Bend UMC - Choir Director/Pianist

Items needed and available:
Pleasant Ridge UMC: Free! 2 robes, size small
Wesley Chapel Mission Center: Wanted! Games, Toys, DVDs & more!
State Avenue UMC: Wanted! ---
1) Basic sound system or microphone and Bluetooth speaker 
2)15 age-appropriate Bibles for ages K-6 and 15 age-appropriate Bibles for middle school. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dinner-church-encounter-cincinnati-oh-tickets-59081951708?aff=efbeventtix&fbclid=IwAR3-8StWeqnfzr_agQvHbCkVJlpJWbXsfbC9P1tBxYKhSSSvepcWbTxen54
https://www.facebook.com/events/366210587562049/
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting


3) Musicians for worship on Sundays from 11:15 am - 12:15 pm.  

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Ralph Hudson who died Friday, April 26, 2019. He was a retired pastor from The West
Ohio Conference. He served Pataskala, Ostrander, New Lexington Calvary, Chillicothe
Tyler, Manly, Bremen First, South Zanesville, and DeGraff churches. He is survived by his
wife, Dorothy M. (Ruble) Hudson. His funeral service was held at Sugar Grove United Methodist
Churchon on April 30. Memorial contributions may be made to Fairhope Hospice and Palliative
Care, 282 Sells Road, Lancaster, Ohio 43130. To read his obituary and leave condolences online
click here.

https://fairhopehospice.org/donation-page/
https://www.sheridanfuneralhome.net/obituary/rev-ralph-hudson

