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Willow Creek Church has been providing actionable and inspiring leadership content from
world-class faculty for over 20 years at their Global Leadership Summit. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3J7ZwQJrWA


 
This year's GLS takes place August 9-10 and once again Anderson Hills United
Methodist Church will be host site for the simulcast and once again the Ohio River Valley
District is is a Summit Partner. Our partnership brings you all the benefits of the Summit at
the low price of $109 until June 26 and $139 after. Please call the district office to get
the priority code for special pricing. Learn more at www.willowcreek.com/summit.

 
We encourage you to have a celebration
and tree planting on your church property
sometime between now and Heritage
Sunday, May 20th, which coincides with
Pentecost Sunday.

  
The ORV District has made arrangements
with Greenfield Plant Farm to provide high
quality trees at a reduced cost. They will
also deliver and plant them for an additional
fee. In addition, we are offering to put
$50 toward the cost of your church's
tree as a way of celebrating the ministry
of your local church and investing in
your future.  You can find more
information about the kinds of trees that are
available and their cost here.. 

 
Please contact the district office for more information. We're glad to be celebrating 50 Years
with you!

62 Places for a Fresh Expression...
 
Who is in your community that your church is
currently not reaching?

 For whom is your heart breaking?
 With whom might God be inviting you to

engage in life together?
 These are the kinds of questions that we

begin to ask as we consider what it looks like
to move from the Steeple to the Streets.

 

 
There's still time to register for Fresh Expressions Vision Day on Friday, May 18th!

 

Please take three minutes today to respond to
the All In Community Survey below. Earlier
respondents are giving us a clearer picture of
the wide-spread presence of incarceration
and crime in the lives of our members and
community neighbors. Please take three
minutes right now to complete the survey, if
you haven't already, so that we may have the
most robust perspective for building God's
kingdom in our Ohio River Valley District
mission field.
Thank you! - Reba Collins
Click this link to start the survey!

http://www.willowcreek.com/summit
http://www.greenfieldplantfarm.com/
http://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/412cbf97-fbd3-419e-942b-55138b8130c1.docx
https://freshexpressionsus.org/2018/04/24/62-places-fresh-expression/
https://freshexpressionsus.org/WestOhioVisionDays/
https://goo.gl/forms/2UjcS2IBAiL4i74x2


 District News

Bibles for Liberia Project
 
Rev. Oliver Adams is a United Methodist
pastor from Liberia who has been living in
the Ohio River Valley District for 10 years.
He is the founder of Gospel Train
International (GTI), an organization committed to community outreach; children's ministry;
clean water, food and shelter; and disciple making in war-torn Monrovia, Liberia.
 
In July Oliver will be returning to Monrovia and has a God-sized dream to return with 2,000
Bibles to give to new believers. 
 
The Ohio River Valley District office is partnering with with him to collect new and gently used
Bibles for his ministry. Between now and June 25th you may drop them off at the district office
or, bring them to the Spring Celebration on May 22nd. Rev. Adams is looking for any
translation, English Bibles that fit in your hand. For each Bible you bring, please include $1 for
shipping. For more information, contact Rev. Oliver Adams at 513.238.8307.

  
Festival of Faiths
 
The Ohio River Valley District will be
participating in the Cincinnati Festival of
Faiths along with several other faith
communities. 
 
The event will take place on Sunday June 24
from 1-5 PM at Xavier's Cintas Center. 
All are welcome! 
Mark your calendar and plan to join us. 
 

 
 

Save the Date! Sunday May 20 Pentecost Celebration
 

The Spirit of the Lord Is Upon...
A Multicultural, Multilingual Pentecost Service on Sunday, May 20 from 4-5:30 PM

At Hyde Park Bethlehem UMC
 

mailto:oliveradams2002@yahoo.com
https://cincinnaticathedral.com/2018-cincinnati-festival-of-faiths/


This event is sponsored by the Come to the Table task force of the Ohio River Valley District.
 

Spring Celebration & Annual
Conference Info Session
 
Tuesday May 22, 7 PM
at St. Paul Community UMC 
 
All clergy and lay persons in the Ohio
River Valley District are invited to attend
our annual Spring Celebration in
recognition of retiring clergy, candidates
being ordained and commissioned,
transitioning pastors, new pastors to our
district, Certified Lay Ministers and more.
 

This year's event will be hosted by St Paul Community United Methodist Church, 8221 Miami
Road in Madeira, Ohio and will begin at 7:00. For anyone serving for the first time as a local
church lay member or an at-large lay member, please plan to attend a short info session from
6:15-6:45. Reservations are not needed to either event.
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 Educational Opportunities

 

 

Next #TeachingTuesday
The Difference Your Parsonage Can Make!

 Tuesday, May 15 11:30am-1:30pm or 6pm-8pm
 
Parsonages are the backbone of the itinerant ministry. Safe,
clean housing for parsonage families is one of the best low-
cost benefits a church can have for recruitment of clergy
leadership to their church. In addition, parsonages are
springboards to excellence in ministry. 
Join DS Todd Anderson and Rex Gordon, Chair of the ORV
Church Location and Building Committee for housing
insights that make a difference in the ministry of your church.
Items to be discussed include care and maintenance, the
parsonage as investment strategy, accessibility, and
boundaries.
 
Teaching Tuesdays are offered FREE at 11:30 AM or 6 PM
and include a meal.
 
Sign up online here!
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teaching


 
 

Have you signed up for Boundary Training yet?
 

Boundary training focuses on developing healthy boundaries in ministry and is specific to the

role of a clergy person. One of the most interesting dynamics is the power difference between

a person in a ministerial role and a member of his or her congregation. Other topics include

personal and professional health and the use of social media. This training is required for all
actively serving clergy and retired clergy under appointment. Cost is $25.00 per

person. All events will be held from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.

The Episcopal Office, Cabinet and the Office of Ministry have worked together to plan and

implement this vital training. All materials will be provided for you. Starting Friday, March 16,

please register for one of these events on the conference website.

June 7-Wesley Lodge, Lakeside To Register Click Here
June 27-Grace UMC, Waverly To Register Click Here
August 25-Linworth UMC To Register Click Here
August 29-Christ UMC, Kettering To Register Click Here
August 30-Grace UMC, Perrysburg To Register Click Here
September 12-Reynoldsburg UMC To Register Click Here

Should you have any questions, please contact Susan Thomas at 614-844-6200 or by email

at sthomas@wocumc.org.

Resources

https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/register?cid=0&reset=1&id=1266
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/register?cid=0&reset=1&id=1264
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/register?cid=0&reset=1&id=1265
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/register?cid=0&reset=1&id=1267
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/register?cid=0&reset=1&id=1268
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/register?cid=0&reset=1&id=1269
mailto:sthomas@wocumc.org


 
Celebrate Mother's Day, and our United Methodist history,

 with this historic letter John Wesley wrote to his mother.

 

 
Peace with Justice Sunday is May 27!

 Resources are available here

 

Branding and Marketing
  

The District Office frequently gets inquiries
about church website and social media
questions. United Methodist Communications
has a great starting point for church website
questions for all levels of expertise.

  
And don't forget, our communications
specialist Nick Federinko is available for
social media and video help for telling the
story of your church. 

 Don't hesitate to drop me a line!

The Center for Health Newsletter is designed to share useful guidance for United Methodist
clergy for self-care and burnout prevention. Here are some tools on managing change!

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_s4j8Z1pY0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVi7AAaG_Hs
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/peace-with-justice-sunday
http://www.umcom.org/learn/grow-your-church-online
mailto:orvstories@wocumc.org


 
Read the entire newsletter here.

http://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/b7de1801-af78-4fa5-abd8-83ecefd544e0.pdf


 
Information for Churches on Workers Comp Plans
 
The West Ohio Conference works diligently to administer the group Workers Compensation
Plan in which every West Ohio church is a member. We are coming up on the open enrollment
period for Managed Care Organizations (MCOs), a time every two years that will result in
nearly every Ohio employer being solicited for business, including churches. Here's what you
need to know:
 
- You do not need to take any action; do not sign up with any other company. You may
disregard all inquiries.

 - West Ohio Conference group plan will continue using 888 Ohio Comp as our Managed Care
Organization.

 - Open enrollment for MCO's is from April 30 - May 25, 2018. You will almost certainly be
solicited by multiple MCO's and possibly multiple times.

 - Your church will automatically remain with 888 Ohio Comp as MCO for the next two-year
period.

 - As always, if you have questions or concerns, our Third Party Administrator, Comp
Management, is available to answer questions at 1-800-825-6755. Or contact our Managed
Care Organization, 888 Ohio Comp, at 1-888-OHIOCOMP. Any other questions, feel free to
contact Joy Perry at  jperry@wocumc.orgor 1-800-437-0028, ext 222.
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   Annual Conference News

 
We are still looking for At-Large members! 

If you are interested in serving, please contact  Nancy via email or at 513.421.2057 
for more information or to be placed on the list for consideration. 

Laity Resources 
List of Events
Kit Collection

mailto:jperry@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/Registration
mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/laity
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/ListofEvents
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/KitCollection


5K Walk/Run
Child Care Registration
Connect: Families, Kids & Campers
Guest Speakers
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  Summer Options

God's Backyard
  

Pastors Joel Harbarger and Katie Steele saw
Rev. Benji Sayer's News and Notes article
about Camp Wesley a few weeks ago and
thought - that's GREAT! But we also know that
schedules are busy and maybe Benji's week
is already booked on your calendar.
 
If that is the case then we wanted to let you
know that we will be Co-Pastors of the Week
at Camp Otterbein in the beautiful Hocking
Hills June 17-22. Joel and Katie met at camp
years ago and Katie credits Joel's mentorship
and friendship with helping her clarify her call
to ministry. The lifelong friendship that we
gained from the experience isn't too bad,
either! What kind of lifelong friendships and
"God Moments" are waiting for you at camp?
You'll have to come find out!
 

 

 
Camp Otterbein is also one of our three West Ohio United Methodist Camps. It is located in
Logan, Ohio (about 2.5 hours from Cincinnati). While there campers will have the opportunity
to participate in daily devotions, morning and evening worship, swim in the lake, cook over a
campfire, climb the rock wall on either land or at the lake, hang out in the new hammock village
and take a ride down the giant water slide at the end of the week!

  
The week of June 17-22 is open to all ages, elementary, middle and high school campers. The
elementary campers will participate in Adventure Camp; a week of thrilling activities and plenty
of opportunities to discover Christ's love for you. The middle school and high school campers
can choose between Adventure Camp or Mission Adventure; a week designed to discover
what servant leadership means for you.

  
Joel and Katie can't wait to see you at camp! Find out more about camp or register at
www.westohiocamps.org

Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Professional Pastoral Cherry Grove UMC, Red Bird

https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/5K
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/Connect
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/ChildCareRegistration
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/Connect
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/SpeakerBios
http://www.westohiocamps.org/
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/pastors-lunch-helping-mental-distress
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/red-bird-mission-appalachian-crafts


Counseling, Pastor's Lunch - May 8 Mission Appalachian Craft Sale - May 19

Hartzell UMC,
Salad Bar Luncheon - May 23

Wesley Chapel Mission Center, 
Spring Program & Picnic - May 23

Classified Ads

Paid & unpaid job openings:
Wesley Chapel Mission Center: Program coordinators and assistants
Cornerstone UMC: Director of Student Ministries
UM Financial Credit Union: Accountant
Loveland UMC: Music Director
Hartzell UMC: Director of Worship
Transforming Jail Ministries: Board Member

 New Life Furniture Bank: Movers and Drivers
Faith Community UMC: Director of Children's Ministry
UMCFood Ministry: Americorps Workers
Lindenwald UMC: Administrative Secretary/Office Manager
Monroe UMC: Director of Youth Ministries
West Ohio Conference: Controller
Hyde Park Community UMC: Full-time Director of Administration
 
Free & inexpensive items for sale:

 Children's classroom table
2 clergy robes, size 46
 
View classifieds ads
Submit a classified ad

A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
 
Rev. Franklin J. Frazier who died April 29, 2018. He was a retired pastor from West Ohio who
served Dundas/Vinton Station; New Plymouth Charge; Monclova/Wilkins and Bremen Calvary
churches. Surviving Frank is his wife, Rosalie. Obituary Funeral services were held last
week. The family suggests donations be made to Gideon's International P.O. Box 961 Logan,
Ohio 43138 or Smith Chapel Food and Clothing Mission, 1333 E. Front St. Logan, Ohio 43138.
To view Frank's obituary and send condolences click here. 

 

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/salad-bar-luncheon-and-crafts
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/spring-program-picnic
http://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
http://www.orvumc.org/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-posting
http://www.brownfuneralservice.net/Page%20Obits%20HB.html#Rev.%20Franklin%20J.%20Frazier
https://www.facebook.com/orvdistrict
https://twitter.com/orvdistrict

