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     Over this long weekend that has come to mark the beginning of summer, we observed two significant
occasions within the life of faith and the life of our country.
 
     The first, Peace with Justice Sunday, took place across The United Methodist connection this
weekend. It is easy to think of this as just another Sunday to collect a special offering without thinking
more deeply about the significance of the day.
     Having a Peace and Justice Sunday reminds us that as Christians and as United Methodists we are
called to be people of peace who stand for justice. We are still inspired by Isaiah's vision of the
peaceable kingdom in which the wolf dwells with the lamb. We are still guided by Isaiah's description of
the one who is to come, the Prince of Peace, who we know as Jesus, who reconciles us in peace to God
and one another.
 
     The second significant occasion was Memorial Day. As we spent this Monday honoring those who
lost their lives as they served our country seeking peace and justice for many, we were solemnly
reminded of the sacrifice that war calls for. We were once again compelled to devote ourselves to that
which would end war between nations and bring about peace.



     In observation of Memorial Day, many congregations joined together to sing the words of Lloyd Stone
and Georgia Harkness in "This Is My Song" as a prayer for peace. Here is one additional verse by
Georgia Harkness that is not included in our hymnal that we invite you to make a part of your prayer life
this week:
 
   "May truth and freedom come to every nation;
       may peace abound where strife has raged so long;
       that each may seek to love and build together,
       a world united, righting every wrong;
       a world united in its love for freedom,
     proclaiming peace together in one song."
 
     Peace and justice go hand in hand. One strengthens the other.
     Amos declares, "Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever flowing stream."
(5:24)
     As United Methodists we pray for peace in many areas, and then our prayers lead us to work for
justice, for each person to be respected as a beloved child of God, made in God's image, deserving
basic human rights and freedoms.
     Therefore, we pray and our hearts are stirred to work for justice each time that basic human rights
and freedoms are compromised, or anyone is treated as less than a beloved child of God.
     For those refugees of all ages, especially children, fleeing injustices, oppression and war in their
home country, we strive to create places that they might find safety and rest.
     For those situations where there is terror and violence anywhere in the world, but especially when the
most vulnerable are targeted, such as children attending school, we pray for an end to fear and violence.
Particularly in our country, we commit ourselves to be a part of the solution to ending school shootings
and gun violence.
     For those situations of discrimination against groups of people because of their race, gender, religion,
class, or identity where they have finally spoken up and said, something must change, this is not right,
we stand with them. We seek to understand their experience and the system that replicates the patterns
of injustice, and we work to bring about change.
     For every act of injustice, every act of violence, for every word or act that is intended to put down, to
bully, belittle, or control, we stand against these, remembering that Jesus said to us, "A new command I
give to you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
     It is this love that inspires, renews, and energizes us to do the work of peace and justice.
     May we be about this work of love in Jesus' name.
 

Rev. Dr. Todd Anderson, District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen, Assistant District Superintendent

 
Today at noon, Church and Society will host a Facebook Live update
 on current immigration legislation and how you can impact change.

 Watch it here at www.facebook.com/umcjustice

https://www.facebook.com/umcjustice


 
Last week's Spring Celebration was a wonderful event!

 Over two hundred United Methodists gathered in the beautiful space 
of St. Paul Community UMC. (Among them was a caravan of twenty-six people from John Wesley UMC

to recognize our lay servant ministers!)
Thanks to St. Paul for their hospitality, the Hyde Park UMC praise band,

the Clifton UMC Godspell band, and our worship planning team!
 

Our offering for relief in Puerto Rico raised over $1,000, and there is still time to give.
You can give online, or call the District Office (513-421-2057) or mail a check.

 
Cincinnati Festival of Faiths

 Sunday June 24
  

United Methodists will share their particular
experience of faith at the 2018 Cincinnati Festival
of Faiths at the Cintas Center on the campus of
Xavier University on Sunday afternoon, June 24th.
As one expression of faith among more than 50,
the Ohio River Valley District United Methodist
Booth will share our unique blending of the
Wesleyan ideas of personal AND social holiness,
"Love God; Love Neighbor", Compassion Through
Action.

CinciFestivalOfFaiths.org
 

You can help us make a witness and to be a full-participant along side others by contributing
BOOKMARKS (approximately 2''x6'') that represent Compassion Through Action. Like mini-prayer
shawls, pray for the person who will receive it as you make it and the hosts of our table at the Festival of
Faith will give it away with a prayer of love and support. They may be knitted, crocheted, stitched, or
other fabric art. They may be crafty paper bookmarks or simple construction paper and markers. Use
your imagination. Embody the theme of Compassion Through Action. (If you want to use a scripture,
please use a full quotation rather than a reference to book, chapter, and verse. And make them "gift
quality". 
 
Sign up to participate here!
 
Make as many bookmarks as you can. Enlist the help of your youth group, women's group, small group,
Church Council, or congregation. Use the sign-up genius link to let us know how many bookmarks you
will commit to making.
All bookmarks will need to be delivered to the ORV District Office by Thursday, June 21st.
 
If you have questions, please contact David Meredith. Pictured are some examples of bookmarks.

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?pagetoken=4dec66f51a877fac2d9f59ea8848b4fc5ebef1e6
https://www.cincifestivaloffaiths.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-festival
mailto:dmeredith@wocumc.org


 

 

Next #Teaching Tuesday June 12: Cooperative
Parishes

  
When It's Easier to Not Do It Yourself!
 
Cooperative Parish Ministry is an expression of the
connectional nature of the United Methodist
Church in which two or more congregations work
together in a formal arrangement to share at least
one staff member and strengthen the ministry of all
participating congregations. No longer just a rural
model of ministry, it is also suitable for suburban
and urban settings as well as arrangements
containing churches from two or more of these
settings. Cooperative parish ministry demonstrates
good stewardship, features gift-based ministry and
is an ideal training environment.

 
"There may be financial advantages to considering cooperative parish ministries in some situations. The
cost of each church having its own ordained pastor has become a challenge for smaller congregations.
The cooperative parish ministry is really not new, and it has always been part of our tradition as
American Methodists. It may be one of those ideas whose time has come, again." - Bishop Kenneth
Carter
 
"Local churches, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may enhance their witness to one another and to
the world by showing forth the love of Jesus through forms of mutual cooperation." Paragraph 206, The
Book of Discipline, 2016
 
Congregations that explore the idea and choose to participate in a Cooperative Parish are those which
desire to embrace the future, want to reach their community with the life-changing message of Jesus, are
open to change, and are willing to work with other churches to change their community.
 
If you are curious, or inclined, or interested, or committed to a mutual way of doing ministry with
other congregations in order to reach the people in your community, this Teaching Tuesday is for you.
 
Sign up for Teaching Tuesdays online.

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teaching


Save the Dates! Weekend of October 5-7
  

 

   Annual Conference News

 
Not everyone has received their Book of Reports
in the mail.

  
There will be print copies available to pick up at the
registration table at Annual Conference.

 You can also read an electronic copy here via the
West Ohio Conference website.

  
---

  
 
For a full list of Annual Conference events, click
here.

  
 
---

  
Bring supplies for UMCOR kit collection! Read
more here.

https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/Registration
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/page/2018-book-reportsfinal.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/ListofEvents
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/KitCollection


 
 

 
 

 

ORV Ice Cream Social and Karaoke
  

Monday Night at the Train Station
 All Are Welcome!

  
We will have an early bird session

 from 6:15 to 6:45 PM with games
and ice cream novelties. 

  
Then, following the episcopal address (around 8:30
PM) we will have fellowship and karaoke! 

  
Looking forward to seeing you there!

 

We need some help!
 We have six buckets (cleaning kits) at our District Office that need a ride to Lakeside.

Call the District Office - or come by and pick one up!

 
Now is a good time to check your 
Find a Church listing on UMC.org!

  
Search for your church and make sure
everything is up to date!

  
If it's not, scroll down and find the button
to update the site: 
 

Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/page/2018-book-reportsfinal.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYsEeF1uIX4&feature=youtu.be&t=1m57s
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search


Life Enriching Communities, Spirituality and
Aging - May 30 & May 31

Anderson Hills UMC, DivorceCare - 
 13 weeks beginning June 10

Ohio River Valley District,
Teaching Tuesday - June 12

John Wesley UMC, Jericho Bike Ride
& Classic Car Cruise In - June 16

Classified Ads

Paid & unpaid job openings:
Blanchester Grace UMC: Church Custodian
The UM Gathering: Band Musicians
Cornerstone UMC: Communications Director
Armstrong Chapel UMC: Director of Youth Ministries
Westwood UMC: Summer Youth Activities Coordinator
Wesley Chapel Mission Center: Program coordinators and assistants
Cornerstone UMC: Director of Student Ministries
Hartzell UMC: Director of Worship
Transforming Jail Ministries: Board Member

 New Life Furniture Bank: Movers and Drivers
Faith Community UMC: Director of Children's Ministry
UMCFood Ministry: Americorps Workers

 Monroe UMC: Director of Youth Ministries
 
Free & inexpensive items for sale:

 Choir Music
Children's classroom table
 
View classifieds ads
Submit a classified ad

 

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/pilgrimage-last-third-life
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/divorce-care-classes
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/teachingtuesday-when-its-easier-not-do-it-yourself
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/jericho-bike-ride-classic-car-cruise
http://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
http://www.orvumc.org/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-posting
https://www.facebook.com/orvdistrict
https://twitter.com/orvdistrict
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