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Message from Rev. Dr. Todd Anderson
 
This is an interesting and challenging time to be a United Methodist. For some,
the denominational debate regarding human sexuality seems distant. But for
others, especially those of us in the Ohio River Valley District, it is right here in
our own back yard. It seems as if the whole church -- the world-- is watching.
 
Many of you are aware of complaints and charges filed about the Rev. David
W. Meredith and the recent decision of the North Central Jurisdiction
Committee on Appeals. This was and mostly likely will continue to be widely
covered in local and national media.
 
The point of this article is not to debate the issue of who is right or who is
wrong- rather it is to turn our eyes, our hearts and our thoughts to God in
prayer.
 
I have been in ministry in one form or another for 34 years and have dedicated
myself to creating beloved community. The only successful ministry that I have
experienced is relational ministry. I have significant relationships with many
persons serving our church who are not of one mind around the matter of
human sexuality. And yet, I love these persons, all of them! Many are
longstanding colleagues and mentors. In an atmosphere where it feels like our
irreconcilable differences are leading us to divorce or dare I say a church split,
I need to pray and ask you to join me.
 
So, I invite you to pray with me for the following:
 
Rev. Greg Stover, Rev. Randy Stearns and Rev. David W. Meredith, all of
whom have Ohio River Valley District connections. Also pray for Bishop
Gregory V. Palmer, our Resident Episcopal and all the members of the
Appointive and Extended Cabinet as well as all the laity and clergy who serve
the church every day.
 
All of these people, and thousands more, are part of my family, my spiritual
family. We are connected by the One who has saved us, loved us and
extended us grace when we least deserved it. Our family, clergy and laity,
individually and corporately are feeling stress, pain, sadness and hurt. Please
pray that God will guide us from these feelings of angst, to a time of hope
where God's preferred future of beloved community is attained.
 
It has been said, that "prayer can move mountains", I am hopeful that prayer
can still move hearts.
 
Prayerfully yours, I am,
 
Todd D. Anderson
 

 Strategic Plan Update and Walk Out Video

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/meredith-case-remanded-back-west-ohio
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Area Three: Leadership

  
Leadership excellence
encompasses not only
excellence in worship
leadership, but also leading
the way in social justice.

  
Just last weekend, the United
Methodist Greater Board of
Church and Society released
a statement- a call to action-
in support of young people's
activism around preventing
gun violence in schools.

Supporting Our Young People's
Social Activism

Epiphany UMC's youth leader, Scott Russ, was present at last week's walkout
at Loveland High School to support his students.
 
Scott appears in the above video, along with Todd and Suzanne, to discuss the
importance of United Methodists supporting young people in efforts for social
holiness - in everything from this Saturday's March for Our Lives, to smaller yet
crucial gestures of listening and holy conversing. Watch the video here.

 Lent Devotional- Week 5

Who Do You Say that I Am?
 Praying together over Luke 9:18-27

 

https://www.umcjustice.org/news-and-stories/a-call-to-action-on-gun-violence-637
https://youtu.be/sREPGf0xwtY
https://youtu.be/sREPGf0xwtY
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As we come to our scripture from this
vantage point of late in Lent, we are
aware that the shadow of the cross
looms large. In a short time, Jesus will
take up his cross for our sake. Jesus
will lose his life for our sake. And for
our sake, Jesus will gain eternity. 

  
Jesus invites us to do the same: "If
any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up
their cross daily and follow me." Not
only does he invite us to take up our
cross, but to lose our life and to lose
the world. 
 
Many of us struggle with what this kind of dedication looks like. We pray for
discernment to know which cross Jesus is asking us to carry, rather than the
cross that others or the world might be asking us to carry. We know they are
different, but it is not always easy to separate them. The difference is that
when we take up the cross that Jesus asks us to carry, and when we lose our
life (our ego, our selfishness, our arrogance...) and the world (those things that
steal and kill and destroy), we find that we have gained something far greater.
We gain joy, peace, hope, grace, and a greater purpose. Our neighbors
receive the gift of grace and justice through us. 
 
As we pray over these words, our prayer becomes one of dedication. We
dedicate ourselves to take up our cross and follow Jesus, our Savior and Lord.
The Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition gives us a powerful sense of
what it means to live in this way each day.

  
"I am no longer my own, but thine.

 Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
 Put me to doing, put me to suffering.

 Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
 Exalted for thee or brought low for thee.

 Let me be full, let me be empty.
 Let me have all things, let me have nothing.

 I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal.
 And now, O glorious and blessed God,

 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
 Thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.

 And the covenant which I have made on earth,
 Let it be ratified in heaven. Amen." (UMH 607)
  

- Rev. Suzanne Allen

Back to Table of Contents
 

 District News
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Prayer Bear Ministry
  

Miamiville UMC and Camp
Dennison UMC have initiated a new
pastoral care ministry called
Prayer Bears. Both churches have
teddy bears that sit in the first pew. 

  
Each bear has a tag tied around its
neck that says: 

  

"This little bear has spent time in the midst of our congregation. He has heard
the scriptures read, sermons preached, prayers prayed, and songs of praise
sung. He knows both the joys and the heartaches of our people and has been
surrounded by the love so freely shared by our community of faith. He comes
with all the blessings of worship and love." 
 
On the reverse, the tag says: "From your friends at Miamiville & 
Camp Dennison United Methodist Church." 
 
Whenever someone from the church is hospitalized or homebound for an
extended period, Pastor Don Fruechtemeyer will deliver a Prayer Bear along
with the prayers and well wishes of the congregation.
 
Pastor Don says: "We didn't come up with this ministry on our own. It was
suggested by the son of a parishioner from Montana when he came to attend
his mother's funeral. He said that his church started a Prayer Bear ministry and
wanted to share it with other churches. We would follow his lead and share
this ministry idea with the churches of the ORV and invite everyone to adopt
this simple, but effective ministry. After all, who doesn't need the love of a
congregation, delivered by a fuzzy Prayer Bear?"

Norwood Grace UMC hosted a St. Patrick's Day "Parents Night Out" evening
of activities for children. Our own Cindi was spotted helping at the event!
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Heads Up for Easter!
  

Oftentimes we are in a hurry to rush
away from Easter after the day finally
arrives....when our liturgical calendar
gives us five Sundays of Eastertide!

  

As part of keeping Easter in our minds, we want to feature stories and pictures
of your Easter activities all throughout Eastertide. Egg hunts, flowers,
decorations...you name it! 
 
We are calling for Easter material to share throughout Eastertide!

  
Start planning ahead now to send materials of your church's Easter story
to orvstories@wocumc.org.

  

 

 
All clergy and lay persons in the Ohio River Valley District are invited to attend
our annual Spring Celebration in recognition of retiring clergy, candidates being
ordained and commissioned, transitioning pastors, new pastors to our district,

CLMs and more. Mark your calendar!
 

mailto:orvstories@wocumc.org
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Got a story to tell of impactful ministry in your church or neighborhood? 
Please send your latest happenings, stories of celebration, and local events to
orvstories@wocumc.org. The deadline for inclusion in a Tuesday newsletter
is 3pm the previous Friday.

Back to Table of Contents
 

 Educational Opportunities

Next Teaching Tuesday: April 17
 
Safe and Healthy Communities 

 Ballot Initiative Training
 

 

 
 

 
 Set the Prisoner Free! Be Trained to Reform the Incarceration System

  
The Safe and Healthy Communities Amendment would reduce nonviolent drug
possession offenses to misdemeanors in Ohio, reunite offenders with their
families, remove criminal records that prevent people from getting jobs or
housing, and reinvest the money saved on rehabilitation, treatment, and
prevention. This is the way of Jesus: justice that leads to reconciliation,
accountability that leads to restoration. Learn about the biblical foundation.
Understand the United Methodist way. Here about the injustices of the current
reality. Learn how to carry a petition or host a signature collection meeting at
your home or church.
 
Read the full description here.
 
Sign up for Teaching Tuesdays here.

 Annual Conference Update

mailto:orvstories@wocumc.org
http://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/1d063111-fc94-42e2-90a0-dd7f28b3f891.docx
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teaching
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At Large Members Needed for Annual Conference!
 
Every year each district has a number of openings for laity to serve as at-large
members to the Annual Conference. This year the Ohio River Valley District
has space for 83 additional members. We invite you, the laity in our churches,
to consider offering your name to represent the Ohio River Valley District at the
49th session of the West Ohio Area Annual Conference June 3-6.
We'd like all aspects of our membership represented with respect to ethnicity,
age, demographic context (rural, urban, suburban, small membership church,
large membership church) and more.
If you are interested in serving, please contact Nancy via email or at
513.421.2057 for more information or to be placed on the list for
consideration. 

Resources

"Camp Gives Kids a World 
of Good"
 
I used to have a t-shirt with this on it.
That was back in the day, right out of
college, when I worked full time at
Camp Joy. I was on full time camp
staff for four and a half years. Camp is
where I learned a lot about what kind
of person and leader I am today.
Camp is where I met my future wife.
One would say that summer camp is
core to who I am.

 

mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org
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That is why I want to tell you about Camp Wesley. Camp Wesley is one of our
three West Ohio United Methodist Camps. It is located in Bellefontaine, Ohio
(about 2 hours from Cincinnati). For the past six years, I have been spending
one week during the summer at Camp Wesley as the Pastor of the Week.
During my week there, I facilitate the morning devotions, lead the evening
worship services (known as Vespers), and get to do things like swim out to
Adventure Island, make s'mores around a campfire, and experience the Gold
Rush. Camp is great. It's a great place to experience the outdoors, draw closer
to God, and make friends that last a lifetime.
 
This summer I will be heading to Camp Wesley from July 8-13. This week of
camp is open to all ages-elementary, middle, and high school. 
The elementary campers will participate in Wacky Water Week; a week of fun
centered around water games. 
The middle school campers will participate in Challenge and Mission Week; a
fun week of camp that included offsite service activities that help them learn
about how to be on mission for God. 
The high school campers will participate in Adventure and Leadership Camp; a
week of camp focused on adventure activities that help the campers explore
what it means to be a leader.
 
This week of camp originated, many years ago, as ORV District Camp. There
are many ORV churches who have in the past or currently send campers to
Camp Wesley during this week. Churches like Shiloh, Groesbeck, Hyde Park
Bethlehem, Lebanon, and Esparanza Viva to name a few. If you are
considering camp for the summer of 2018, perhaps you might consider this
week. You can find out more about camp or register at
www.westohiocamps.org.
 
See you at camp!
 
Rev. Benji Sayre
Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati
 

UM Historical Society Spring
Meeting April 21

 
The United Methodist Historical 
Society of Ohio (UMHSO) will meet at
the Canal Lewisville UMC 
(198 E. Church St., Coshocton 43812)
on Saturday, April 21, 2018, with the
theme, "Crossroads of Ohio United
Methodism."

 
 The Annual Meeting and Convocation, usually alternating between East and
West Ohio Conference sites, brings together UMHSO members (local church
historians, pastors, and others) to share historical preservation and exhibition

https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/retreats-camping/camp/wesley/event/wacky-water-camp
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/retreats-camping/camp/wesley/event/challenge-and-mission
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/retreats-camping/camp/wesley/event/adventure-and-leadership
http://www.westohiocamps.org/
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resources, ministry ideas for local church anniversary celebrations, and good
Christian fellowship. 
 
This year's event, in the Three Rivers District, also includes optional Friday PM
visits to local historical sites, with a block of rooms available for those staying
in Coshocton Friday night.  Further information and a full schedule for the
Convocation will be out in March in the official UMHSO semi-annual newsletter.
Historians and others who are interested in membership may contact Ed
Duling or visit www.umhso.org/MembershipForm

Back to Table of Contents
 

 Calling All Youth Leaders!

 

 
 

Join us on April 7th for a day apart just for youth ministry professionals.
Whether paid or volunteer, this day is just for you. We will experience worship

together, have set apart time for spiritual renewal and network together to
discern how to best minister to youth in the ORV. 

Register online at bit.ly/ORVyouthday. 
Registration is $15 to cover materials and lunch (if cost is an issues, please

contact Suzanne Allen at the district office).

http://www.umhso.org/MembershipForm
http://bit.ly/ORVyouthday
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Feeling called to lead a team?
 There is a joint Miami Valley/Ohio River Valley event at the end of April:

 Saturday, April 28, 2018 9:00AM - 4:00PM Centerville UMC 
  

Cost is $35 and includes lunch, supplies and background screening
  

View the flyer here.
  

Go to westohioumc.org/VIM to register! 
 

 
Have you joined the 
ORV Youth Leaders Facebook group
yet?

  
This is a great way to connect with
other fellow workers
and find out about retreat, nurturance,
and support opportunities.

 

Back to Table of Contents
 

Local Church Events

Otterbein Auxiliary, Key

http://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/57421a9c-baec-4978-bfe0-641a01546134.pdf
http://www.westohioumc.org/VIM
https://www.facebook.com/groups/215120445730128/
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/otterbein-auxiliary-key-peoplepastor-luncheon
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/worship-team-training
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People/Pastor Luncheon - March 22 Cheviot UMC, Worship Team 
 Training - March 23 & 24

Hamilton First, Movie Night
featuring God is Not Dead 2- 

 March 23
Wesley Foundation,  Winter Concert 

 at Monroe UMC - March 25

Northern Hills, Kids' Easter Party 
 & Egg Hunt - March 24

Anderson Hills, Women's Breakfast 
 with Dr. Zakia McKinney - April 7

Wesley Education Center, Circle of
Care Fundraiser - April 10

Armstrong Chapel UMC, Women
Serving Women - April 14

Anderson Hills UMC, Ministry
Safety & Security Workshop - April

18

Epiphany UMC, Teen Talent
Competition - April 21

 Classified Ads

Paid & Unpaid Church positions:
 Williamsburg UMC: Music Director

Lindenwald UMC: Administrative Secretary/Office Manager
Mt Healthy Alliance: Youth Director
Monroe UMC: Director of Youth Ministries
West Ohio Conference: Controller
Hyde Park Community UMC: Full-time Director of Administration
Mt. Healthy UMC: Organist/Choir Director

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/movie-night
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/wesley-winter-concert-series-0
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/kids-easter-party-egg-hunt
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/womens-breakfast-adventure-dr-zakia-mckinney
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/circle-care-dinner-and-silent-auction
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/women-serving-women
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/ministry-safety-and-security-seminar
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/hold-talent-slam
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Shiloh UMC: Modern Worship Coordinator
 
Free to a good home:
Waynesville UMC: Kent 705 Organ
 
View classifieds ads
Submit a classified ad
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