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Who Do You Say that I Am?
 Praying together over Luke 9:18-27

  
 
In response to Jesus' question, "But,
who do you say that I am?" Peter has
a moment of revelation. He boldly
proclaims that Jesus is, "The Messiah
of God."
 
As Peter makes this declaration, he
carries with him certain assumptions
about who the Messiah would be and
what the Messiah would do.

 
In response to his correct answer, Jesus offers a surprisingly stern response.
He reminds us that often we can have the right answer and yet have no depth
of understanding as to what our answer means. Matt Skinner reflects on this
passage stating, "Peter gets the title right, but the meaning wrong."
Jesus challenges Peter's understanding by describing a different kind of
Messiah, stating that he must "undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the
elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised."
As we pray over these verses today, they bring us to a place of lament.
Our hearts are heavily burdened, and we cry out to God, 
for it overwhelms our souls that

one who has done no harm would be made to suffer,
one who has done everything according to God's righteousness would be
rejected by those who have pledged to study and follow every detail of
God's law,
that one who has come so that others might know abundant life would be
killed so cruelly.

 
Our hearts are heavily burdened by the understanding even today that we,

like Peter, too often get the answer right but the meaning wrong,
like the disciples, feel helpless as we look on those who suffer,
like the religious leaders, wrapped up in assumptions and fear and ego,

reject those God has given to us as a gift of grace,
like those who have gone before us, continue to join the crowd as they cry
out, "Crucify him."

Back to Table of Contents
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Our Early Response Teams responded to the flooding along the Ohio River.
 Meet Elizabeth, whose home was flooded, and the volunteers who helped

clean up- including Pam Folmer and Clifton UMC's 
Kaitlyn and Taylor Wessels. Watch here!

 

Heads Up for Easter!
  

Oftentimes we are in a hurry to rush
away from Easter after the day finally
arrives....when our liturgical calendar
gives us five Sundays of Eastertide!

  

As part of keeping Easter in our minds, we want to feature stories and pictures
of your Easter activities all throughout Eastertide. Egg hunts, flowers,
decorations...you name it! 
 
We are calling for Easter material to share throughout Eastertide!

  
Start planning ahead now to send materials of your church's Easter story
to orvstories@wocumc.org.

  

Save the Date for our Spring Celebration! Tuesday May 22 at St. Paul
Community UMC in Madeira!

 

https://youtu.be/_-JyQKis5oU
https://youtu.be/_-JyQKis5oU
mailto:orvstories@wocumc.org
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Got a story to tell of impactful ministry in your church or neighborhood? 
Please send your latest happenings, stories of celebration, and local events to
orvstories@wocumc.org. The deadline for inclusion in a Tuesday newsletter
is 3pm the previous Friday.

Back to Table of Contents
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Area One: Branding and
Marketing

  
We are already succeeding
at the focus areas of our
district wide strategic plan.

  
One outstanding example of
using electronic
communications for witness
comes from Milford Trinity
UMC. Pastor Amanda
Moesing has been going live
on Facebook weekly for
Good Morning Mondays. You
can stream the latest
installment by clicking

 on the right.
 

 
 
"Good Monday Morning was the result of thinking outside of the box with our
social media presence. We wanted a different way of sharing the gospel and
the love of Christ with people who might not otherwise walk through our doors.
I always close with the emphasis on sharing the love of Christ in all places, at
all times, and with all people, and for them to remember that they are loved.
We are our best selves when we know that we are loved, and particularly when
we are living in the love of God.
 
For now, most of the viewers are people from Trinity. However, people are
sharing it to their page, which is enlarging the audience. I found that it was
particularly effective to share it on my own Facebook page. I have found that

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityMilfordUMC/videos/1643803445667084/


3/14/2018 News & Notes: March 13, 2018

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1130169201005&format=html&print=true 6/11

most of the views happen after the video has been posted to Facebook, but we
have a handful of people who watch it live.
 
The fruit of Good Monday Morning is that it has allowed people who are not
able to come to church to feel engaged and included. By and large, the
devotions on Good Monday Morning relate to the sermon series or preaching
topics, so it is a way to reinforce and build upon what we are learning as a
church. A surprising fruit is that some of the people who watch live and
comment regularly are not particularly engaged in the church other than on
Sunday mornings. This indicates to me that Good Monday Morning is meeting
the needs people have and engaging with them in a more effective way. I often
hear on Sunday mornings how much people enjoyed the Good Monday
Morning from the previous Monday and how they are looking forward to the
next one. I think that since we have been doing Good Monday Morning for a
few months now, it has primed the way to go live with our worship services on
Sunday mornings. Our Facebook traffic has certainly increased, so this seems
like our next logical step." - Pastor Amanda Moesing
 

 Educational Opportunities

Next week:
 #TeachingTuesday March 20:

 Tips and Tools for Your Communications Strategy and Social Media 
  

 

We kick off this year's Teaching
Tuesdays next week! Classes are now
offered at two different times of the day
to give you more schedule options.

  
Next week's class will be offered at
11:30 AM and 6 PM. Registration is
now open

  
Don't know where to begin with
Instagram?

 Not sure how to "boost" on Facebook?
 Trying to fix up your church website?

  
Join Meghan Howard (left) and Nick
Federinko for "Tips and Tools for Your
Communications Strategy and Social
Media".

  
Bring your devices. 

 Bring your logins and passwords!
 Come prepared to dive in!

  
 

Note: You are not required to have attended Training Day classes! 
 Whether you have studied before or not....all are welcome to jump in
 to any Teaching Tuesday topic!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moQ6434UTbo&feature=youtu.be
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teaching
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Register here!

Back to Table of Contents
 

Resources

 

 
Laughing with God
Sermon Series
 
United Methodist Communications did
a great writeup of the Laughing with
God sermon series. Don't miss it!
 
Easter Sunday is April Fool's Sunday!
This April series is FREE to use with
your church - the series offers you
graphics, artwork, a printable small
group guide, sermon manuscripts, and
small group videos. Join Rev. Dr.
Doug Damron, Rev. Jonathan
Kollmann, and Rev. Jim Stauffer - all
of whom spent time in the ORV - for
this 5 week preaching and small group
series.

All the resources are downloadable on Facebook. Enjoy!
 
Week 1 - (Easter) "Laughing at Death"

 Week 2 - "Laughing at the Impossible"
 Week 3 - "Laughing at Legalism"

 Week 4 - "Laughing at Respectability"
 Week 5 - "Laughing at Life"

 
More information is also available on ORVSeries.org

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teaching
http://www.umcom.org/learn/the-foolishness-of-god-when-easter-falls-on-april-fools-day#.WqLa7OBz89o.facebook
https://www.facebook.com/LAUGHINGWITHGOD2018/
http://orvseries.org/
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UMCFood provides FREE, tasty, hot
and healthy meals to feeding sites
across Kentucky and southern Ohio. 
 
Read on to see how you can get free
meals this summer!

 

Back to Table of Contents
 

 Calling All Youth Leaders!

 

 
 

Join us on April 7th for a day apart just for youth ministry professionals.
Whether paid or volunteer, this day is just for you. We will experience worship

together, have set apart time for spiritual renewal and network together to
discern how to best minister to youth in the ORV. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/UMC2018SFSP
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Register online at bit.ly/ORVyouthday. 
Registration is $15 to cover materials and lunch (if cost is an issues, please

contact Suzanne Allen at the district office).

Feeling called to lead a team?
 There are two opportunities in April to get trained.

  Saturday, April 21, 2018 9:00AM - 4:00PM at Johnstown UMC
 Saturday, April 28, 2018 9:00AM - 4:00PM Centerville UMC 

  
Cost is $35 and includes lunch, supplies and background screening

  
View the flyer here.

  
Go to westohioumc.org/VIM to register! 

 

 
Have you joined the 
ORV Youth Leaders Facebook group
yet?

  
This is a great way to connect with
other fellow workers
and find out about retreat, nurturance,
and support opportunities.

 

Back to Table of Contents
 

Local Church Events

http://bit.ly/ORVyouthday
http://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/57421a9c-baec-4978-bfe0-641a01546134.pdf
http://www.westohioumc.org/VIM
https://www.facebook.com/groups/215120445730128/
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Keys of the Kingdom, Cupcakes
and Conversation: Empowering

Women - March 17

Wesley Foundation, Winter 
 Concert at Monroe UMC - 

 March 25

Otterbein Auxiliary, Key
People/Pastor Luncheon - March 22

Cheviot UMC, Worship Team 
 Training - March 23 & 24

Hamilton First, Movie Night
featuring God is Not Dead 2- 

 March 23

Wesley Education Center, Circle of 
 Care Fundraiser - April 10

Anderson Hills UMC, Ministry
Safety & Security Workshop - April

18

Epiphany UMC, Teen Talent
Competition - April 21

 Classified Ads

Paid & Unpaid Church positions:
 Lindenwald UMC: Administrative Secretary/Office Manager

Mt Healthy Alliance: Youth Director
Monroe UMC: Director of Youth Ministries
West Ohio Conference: Controller

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/cupcakes-and-conversation
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/wesley-winter-concert-series-0
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/otterbein-auxiliary-key-peoplepastor-luncheon
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/movie-night
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/circle-care-dinner-and-silent-auction
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/ministry-safety-and-security-seminar
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/hold-talent-slam
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Hyde Park Community UMC: Full-time Director of Administration
Mt. Healthy UMC: Organist/Choir Director
Shiloh UMC: Modern Worship Coordinator
 
Free to a good home:
Waynesville UMC: Kent 705 Organ
 
View classifieds ads
Submit a classified ad

 A Call to Prayer

Rev. Jim Clark of Okeana United Methodist Church has been diagnosed with
a bacterial infection his legs. He is currently hospitalized but reached out to ask
us to share with you that he would covet your prayers for proper treatment and
a full recovery. You can let him know you're thinking about and praying for him
by mail at 2430 St. Albans, Cincinnati, 45237 or by email
at runrjim.clark@gmail.com.
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