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Join the Prayer Community for the United Methodist Church
 
This prayer movement is a response to the Council of Bishops initiative called Praying Our Way
Forward. We are called to a posture of prayer, praying for God's leadership to guide us effectively in
fulfilling the mission of the church. We invite you - clergy and laity, conferences and
congregations - across the denomination to pray for God's guidance.
 
In prayer, we can be one in Christ.
 
Since General Conference 2016, our church has experienced conflict as we navigate rough waters.
How can we show God's great love and mercy to one another as we make decisions?  As we move

https://youtu.be/lWR0F8vcTXE


closer to the special-called session of General Conference, we invite all UMC members, across the
denomination to pray and ask for God's guidance.
 
Bishops Debra Wallace-Padgett of North Alabama Conference and Bishop Al Gwinn serve as co-
chairs of the Praying Our Way Forward movement.  Bishop Wallace-Padgett says, "Our prayer focus
is two-fold: We are praying that God will help us to fulfill the mission of the church, and we are
praying to be one in Christ. "
 
If there is ever a place where we can be one, it's in the space where we meet God.
To receive our regular prayer posts, join the UMCPrays.org prayer community and then also sign-up
with your email address.
 
 
UMCPrays also has some great resources for prayer and meditation.

 

Vacation Bible School Photos and Videos
 
We want to see photos and videos of your Vacation Bible School activities!

 Send them to orvstories@wocumc.org
 
Below: VBS- Shipwrecked! at Armstrong Chapel. Photo provided by Wendy Ransom.

  

 

 
 
Correction: A previous photo taken by Joyce Lehrer from McGonigle-Milville was mislabeled; Chris
Trumbull is the pastor of McGonigle-Milville.

Bibles for Gospel Train International
  

Thank you to all who donated new and used
Bibles for Rev. Oliver Adams' ministry, Gospel
Train International. 
 
You generously gave 452 Bibles! 
 
In August, Rev. Adams will be returning to Liberia
to begin a new pastoral appointment and is
excited to have Bibles to give to new believers.
He is extremely grateful for your support. Thank
you!

  
Learn more about Rev. Oliver's ministry here.

https://umcprays.org/email-registration/
https://umcprays.org/meditations/
mailto:orvstories@wocumc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Czss4coMvLI


 
 

Flood Clean-Up Assistance 
Needed in Hocking County

 
Due to the extremely heavy rains recently in the
Hocking County area, there have been
numerous homes devastated by flooding. 
Foothills District Emergency Response Team
Coordinator, Roger Thatcher is looking for
volunteers to help with the clean-up process. 
 
He is working with the Ohio Emergency
Management Agency to determine how many
homes will need assistance. If you have a team
or individuals from your church that might be
willing to assist in this project, please have them
contact Roger directly. 740-440-0909
or rogerthatcher48@gmail.com to coordinate
dates and times to begin clean-up.

 

 

 Resources

2019 Mission Grants
 
Non-profit Agency Grant Applications
are now available.
Local Church Grant Applications will be available
starting August 6th.
 
It is our privilege as a district, through the support of your
apportionment payments and the resources of The
Mission Foundation, to offer grants to do Kingdom work in
the 5 counties that make up the Ohio River Valley District.
 
These grants are offered to further the mission of The
United Methodist Church: to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.  

 

mailto:rogerthatcher48@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/_-JyQKis5oU


We offer grants in these 4 Areas:

1. Non-profit Mission Partner Agency Grants (operating with a 501c3 status)
2. Local Church Grants that enhance and expand the ministry of the local church
3. Missional Church Grants for churches that in ministry with populations that can't afford to

support the ministry or churches that are new and have not yet built their funding base.
4. Youth Mission Trip Grants (applications open in late winter)

Non-profit Agency Grant Applications have been sent by e-mail to those who have received funding
from us in recent years. If you are a non-profit mission agency partner, look for yours in your e-mail
inbox. If you did not receive yours or you are an agency that would like to strengthen your
relationship with the district as a non-profit mission partner, please contact Rev. Suzanne Allen
(sallen@wocumc.org) to request an application. Applications for 2019 Non-profit Agency Grants
are due by August 3, 2018.
 
If you are a part of a local church that would like to apply for a 2019 grant to support the mission of
your church, please keep an eye out for the 2019 Local Church Grant Application that will be
available starting August 6, 2018.

 
Tips for Clergy (and Congregational) Health

 John Wesley - preacher, leader, teacher, and...health expert?
 Check out some health tips from Wesley's "Primitive Physick", 

in this article from United Methodist News Service.

  District Wide Events

 
Registration is now open for a series of evenings in our Conference: "I Believe in the Church",

 featuring Bishop Palmer! 

mailto:sallen@wocumc.org
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/wesleys-diet-exercise-tips-promote-health


There are two events in our District but you are welcome to attend any one of them (click for
a full list). Events are free but registration is required!

 
September 5 at Groesbeck UMC in Cincinnati.
September 25 at Milford First UMC in Milford.

Save the Dates! Weekend of October 5-7
 

 
 

 Friday, October 5: Mission Awards Banquet
Saturday October 6th: Workshop and Panels

Sunday October 7th: World Communion and Abundant Fruit
 

 
If you attended a Vision Day, you've seen the Fresh Expressions from 30,000 ft view- now we need
to figure out how to apply the concepts to transform our communities.
 
Join us July 31 from 8:30-11:30AM at Waynesville UMC to dive deeper and gain understanding of
how the implementation process can work. 
 
  You will have the opportunity to ask questions, receive personal guidance on next steps for your
congregation, and understand the theological foundations better. Even if you didn't attend a Vision
Day, you are welcome to attend a Roundtable. We hope to see you there! Register here!

 

 Educational Opportunities

Next #TeachingTuesday
July 24 : Start with Why

https://www.westohioumc.org/ibelieve
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/i-believe-church-event-groesbeck-umc
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/i-believe-church-event-milford-first-umc
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/southwest-ohio-roundtable-tickets-46077386704


 

 
Do you know your why?

  
Why motivates. Why gives energy. 

 Why inspires.
 Why clarifies and prioritizes.

  
We can know the who, what, where, when and
how, but if we don't know the why, we struggle.

  
In a culture that assumed everyone knew why
they should go to church and why the gospel
mattered, you never asked why. And then the
answers began to slowly fade from our cultural
memory.

  
"Because you should" is not enough to motivate,
energize and inspire.

  
Join us as we work to name our why as church
leaders and as followers of Jesus who are called
to make disciples and change the world and as
we develop strategies for helping our
congregations name and claim their why.

  

 
We will use portions of Simon Sinek's book, Start with Why, to guide our interactive time together.

 Sinek writes, "The discovery of WHY completely changed my view of the world and discovering my
own why restored my passion to a degree multiple greater than at any other time in my life" (iii). 
 
Sign Up for #TeachingTuesdays here

 

 
 

Transitions in Ministry
  

Starting Well will take place Saturday July 21, 
 10 AM to 3 PM at St. James UMC in

Miamisburg.
  

If you are a pastor or Staff Parish team member
from a church with a leadership transition, you
are encouraged to attend this valuable session.

  
Register here

 
Leadership Institute 2018

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teaching
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/event/starting-well-miv-orv


 
Join 2,000 church leaders from across the nation and around the world for Leadership Institute 2018
held September 26 - 28 at The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Kansas City. The
Super Early Bird pricing is available through Wednesday, July 11 (just one more day!), so
coordinate your teams and register today!
 
Presenters include: 
 
- Senior Pastor Adam Hamilton, John Ed Mathison, Barb Roose, Bishop Robert Schnase, Bob
Roberts, Debi Nixon and Yvonne Gentile.

  
If you are ready to be challenged, motivated for a renewed commitment to ministry, and seeking
Christ-centered inspiration, you will find all this and more at Leadership Institute 2018.

 

 Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Red Lion UMC, Community Picnic - 
 July 8

Twin Lakes, Expansion Open 
 House - July 10

Gaines UMC, Family Fun Day Mania - 
 July 11, 18, 25 & August 1

Clough UMC, Give Fido a Bath - 
 August 4

 Classified Ads

Paid & unpaid job openings:
Shiloh UMC: Director of Student Ministries
Hyde Park Bethlehem UMC: Children's Ministry Care Giver
Bethany UMC/Little Lambs Preschool: Preschool Teachers
Loveland UMC: Organist
Cornerstone UMC: Communications Director
Armstrong Chapel UMC: Director of Youth Ministries
Wesley Chapel Mission Center: Program coordinators and assistants
Hartzell UMC: Director of Music
New Life Furniture Bank: Movers and Drivers
 
Items needed or available:

 York Street: Wanted! weekly bulletins
Middletown First: Free to a good home! choir music 

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/community-picnic-0
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/twin-lakes-expansion-open-house
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/family-fun-mania
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/bring-fido-bath-0
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