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 We're Moving!

 



The District Office will close at the end of the day tomorrow, 
January 10th for moving!

 We will spend the remainder of the week packing and relocating to
 Brecon United Methodist Church.

 
The office will reopen Wednesday, January 17 at Brecon UMC

 (7388 E Kemper Rd, Suite 1,Cincinnati, OH 45249).

Stories from the Ohio River Valley

Follow the Star! Epiphany Party
 
 Our annual Christmas party (this season, an Epiphany party!) for 

 active and retired clergy and spouses was a blast!
 Thank you to Otterbein Lebanon for their hospitality, 
 Moonshine Drive for the music, 

 our planning team for a great event, 
 and everyone in our common life 

 of disciple making and world changing for Jesus Christ!

Please send your latest happenings, stories of celebration, and local events to
orvstories@wocumc.org. The deadline for inclusion in a Tuesday newsletter
is 3pm the previous Friday.
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District Wide Events

      2018 ORV District Leadership Training Day
Saturday, January 27, 2018
at Armstrong Chapel UMC

  5125 Drake Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45243
 

 
Who should attend?
 
Clergy, Church Staff, Trustees, Finance Committee Members, S/PPRC
Members, Children's Ministry teams, Youth Leaders, Lay Leaders, Church
Treasurers, Church Leadership, Visioning Teams, Usher Teams, Church Safety
Committees, Worship Teams, Technology Teams, Visitation Teams, Stephen
Ministers, Missions and Outreach Committees, anyone interested in Lay
Servant Ministry, Health and Wellness Teams, and church laity.  Did we forget
anyone??  Invite them, too!
 
Workshops include:
 
- Leading, Listening, Learning: Vital Pathways to a Vibrant Staff/Pastor Parish
Relations Committee
- Dreaming of a Broader Approach to Youth Ministry

 - Chancellor's Year in Review
- Church Finances - A Dream or a Nightmare?
- Developing Spiritual Leaders
- Safe Sanctuaries
- Agreements for the Use of Your Building
- 'Til All the Jails are Empty
- Circle of the Word
- Tools, Tips and Tech: Telling Your Church's Story
- Crucial Conversations About Difficult Topics
- Ministry Safety and Security
- The Opioid Crisis and My United Methodist Congregation



and...
- Teach Your Church to Dream Like Jesus, led by Keynote speaker Rebekah
Simon-Peter

Registration is open! 
 

Click here for descriptions of workshop offerings
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 Praying Our Way Forward

 
 

For nearly a year now, week by week, one of our United Methodist Annual
Conferences has focused its prayer energy on Praying Our Way
Forward. Each Annual Conference was assigned a week to focus in this way.
The week for West Ohio to lead the way in prayer, especially in light of the
work of the Commission On A Way Forward and the called session of the
General Conference, is January 7-13, 2018.

So on Sunday January 7, we will dig in as a conference and breathe together
for a week of praying that God will shine a light on the way forward for The
United Methodist Church to embrace unity and the enormous mission that
God has asked us to share in.

We all have different rhythms and practices in prayer. However I am asking
that to the extent possible we devote 12:00 Noon - 12:15 PM for Praying Our
Way Forward. Please know that you are invited to pray whenever you can and
as much as you can each day the week of January 7-13, 2018. Please follow
this link for a prayer for the week and a prayer for each day that offers a
specific focus. Please share these prayers with your congregations and
prayer partners. You will also be able to post your own prayers on the Prayer
Wall on the conference website.

Thank you in advance for joining this holy conspiracy. As always I am,

Your servant in Christ Jesus,

+Bishop Gregory V. Palmer

 Conference Updates

https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/district/ohiorivervalley/event/orv-leadership-training-day
http://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/ff0b66cd-a2f2-4a0d-9c18-2dbaf7dcde2f.docx
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/news-item/praying-our-way-forwardprayers.pdf


Changes to your health insurance? 
If you are enrolled in the conference health insurance and have any changes -
for example adding someone new or removing someone who was previously
covered - you MUST notify Sandi George in writing (email is fine) to get those
changes put through,sgeorge@wocumc.org, 614-844-6200
 
2017 Apportionment Deadline January 12
All 2017 apportionments must be received by January 12, 2018 at the District
office and West Ohio Conference Center in order to be counted towards your
2017 apportionment giving.
 
Year-end Reports
Be on the look-out for a mailing this week from the West Ohio Conference
around year-end reporting.  Those reports are due no later than February 9,
2018.  https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/end-year-reports

2017 IRS Form W2 Preparation Guidance:

Fortunately, there are no substantive changes to the instructions for preparing
2017 W-2's in comparison to 2016.  Last year's process should again be
followed for 2017.  Please see the W-2 quick reference preparation at this link. 
Additional information can be found here.

HSA Employer Contribution Reporting

Our return last year to employer-funded HSA Contributions require disclosure
on Form W-2.  This is applicable to you for clergy and lay persons who were
insured under the Conference's insurance plan in 2017 (through Aetna).  This
information is reported in Box 12 of the W-2 with a code W.
2017 HSA contributions were handled as follows:

In January 2017:
$500 was deposited to persons enrolled in single plans
$1,000 was deposited to persons enrolled in plans providing
coverage for two or more people

In July 2017:
$500 was deposited to persons enrolled in single plans
$1,000 was deposited to persons enrolled in plans providing
coverage for two or more people

mailto:sgeorge@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/end-year-reports
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcamps%2F2017_LC_W-2.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cohiorivervalley%40wocumc.org%7Cc955a864866c4e4b8e5c08d54ec48df5%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C1%7C636501528479052305&sdata=nzAtF%2FzR8BiVOtR94dhgvkXkGRdZ6guNYTGM8t5HpKo%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fconference%2Fyear-end-w-2s&data=02%7C01%7Cohiorivervalley%40wocumc.org%7Cc955a864866c4e4b8e5c08d54ec48df5%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636501528479052305&sdata=bav7d%2Bhf0p8j8rCFteDipLiGvZeAgsZkFaAQTY01GT4%3D&reserved=0


For anyone employed for all of 2017 and in the same plan type, applying the
above information will produce the correct HSA contribution reporting amount.
If 2017 employment and enrollment was for less than a year or the plan type in
which your employee was enrolled changed during the year, please
email Sandi George at sgeorge@wocumc.org requesting confirmation of
amounts contributed for specific individuals.  Be sure to include the
participant's name and your church name.   All 2017, HSA contributions were
included in the total invoiced premium; they were not billed separately as was
the case a few years ago.

Forward to Your Payroll Preparer

If you do not prepare the W-2s for your church, please forward this notice to
your payroll preparer as soon as possible. This notice is being sent to the
current church Treasurer and Lead Pastor on file, and therefore you may
receive more than one notice per church. 

Thank You!

Thank you for your administrative contributions to our church.  If you have
health insurance plan questions, please contact our Conference Benefits
Officer, Mike Kremnitzer at mkremnitzer@wocumc.org.   Tax questions other
than HSA reporting, which should go to Sandi George as indicated above, can
be directed to me.

In Christ's Service,
Bill Brownson

Resources

mailto:sgeorge@wocumc.org
mailto:mkremnitzer@wocumc.org


Dear friends in Christ, 
 

This coming Sunday, we will celebrate Human Relations Day. As we are
challenged in Proverbs 31:8, this is one of many ways in which we become
a voice for the voiceless. 

 
We hope you are as excited as we are to invest in the often ignored
and overlooked. 

 
We wanted to make sure you knew we have a done-for-you offering script and
slides available for use on this Special Sunday. 

 
It's a great resource to help someone prepare and set up this celebration. 

 
You can find it here , along with several other resources. 

 
Please let us know if you have any questions we can answer for you! 

 
In celebration, 

 Rev. LeKisha Reed 
 Executive Secretary, Networks and Constituencies

 General Board of Global Ministries
 www.UMCmission.org/ 

 Rev. Neal Christie 
 Assistant General Secretary

 Education and Leadership Formation
 General Board of Church and Society
  www.UMCjustice.org/ 

 

http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/human-relations-day-pastor-and-leaders-kit
http://www.umcmission.org/
http://www.umcjustice.org/
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Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Prof. Pastoral Counseling Inst, 
 Pastor's Lunch - January 9

Red Lion UMC, Heifer Project 
Chili/Soup Cook Off - January 14

Groesbeck UMC, O Susanna!
Auction for State Ave UMC - Jan. 20

Hamilton First UMC, 
Movie Night - January 26

Otterbein Lebanon UMC, Walter
Brueggemann Lecture - January 31

Blanchester Grace UMC, Life Line
Screening - January 31

Anderson Hills UMC, Men's Super Clifton UMC, Emergency 
Response Training - February 3

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/pastors-lunch-healthy-communication-anyone
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/heifer-project-sunday-dinner
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/o-susanna-charity-auction
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/movie-night
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/walter-brueggemann-lecture
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/life-line-screening
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/mens-super-bowl-breakfast
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/early-response-team-training-0


Bowl Breakfast - February 3

 Classified Ads

Paid & Unpaid Church positions:
 Shiloh UMC: Modern Worship Coordinator

Hyde Park Bethlehem UMC: Office Administrator
Hartzell UMC: Part-time Director of Music
Faith Community UMC: Associate Pastor of Family Ministries
Clough UMC: Office Administrator
Otterbein Lebanon: Chaplains
 
Free to a good home:
New Vision UMC: Two 16-unit locker systems
Wilmington UMC: Collapsible doors/walls
 
View classifieds ads
Submit a classified ad
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