News and Notes
January 8, 2018

"Baptism of Christ" by Daniel Bonnell (1999)
Thank you to everyone who came to the
Epiphany Party on Sunday!
May you carry the light of the Christ Child
into the world throughout the whole year.
Watch the video at left to share in some of the
highlights of the evening!

District Wide Events

Training Day: Saturday, Jan 26 at Armstrong Chapel
featuring Jeff Mattesich, "Growing Young"
Have you registered yet?
To see a list of classes and sign up, click here.

2019 ORV District Confirmation Retreat
February 9th-10th at St. Paul Community United Methodist Church
All middle school and high school students in the Ohio River Valley District are invited to attend
the 2019 ORV District Confirmation Retreat. This will be an overnight experience planned by
multiple youth pastors and Ordained Deacons. The Confirmation Retreat is meant to come
along side what you are doing at your church and will focus on engaging students in our
Wesleyan Heritage (overview of United Methodism).
You can register as an individual or a group! Register Here

(Group registration requires a PDF being uploaded which lists each student and adult's name,
grade or that they are an adult, gender, emergency contact name and phone number.)
If cost is an issue or you have any questions please email cmc@colocateministryconsulting.com.

Way Forward Gathering with Bishop Palmer - January 17 @ New Vision
Join Bishop Gregory V. Palmer and other conference leaders for a Way Forward Gathering
to discuss the called General Conference scheduled for February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, MO.
These gatherings will include an opportunity to hear about the key proposals to the General
Conference from the Commission on a Way Forward and will include a time for Q&A and sharing
your thoughts about the options verbally or in writing.
These events are intended for any United Methodist, both clergy and lay. Each person wanting
to attend MUST complete an online registration form, which can be done on each link:
Thursday, January 17, 2019, 7:00 - 8:30 pm at New Vision UMC, Cincinnati
For more information about the Special Session of the General Conference and to familiarize
yourself with the work of the Commission on a Way Forward as you prepare to attend one of
these gatherings click this link: www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session

Resources

Got questions about the potential pension impacts of the three proposals to the 2019 Special
General Conference? Wespath has an FAQ on their website.

Human Relations Sunday

is January 20 (Sunday after next)
Turn on the news or drive around the outskirts
of your town and you will find what Jesus
called "the least of these." Those living in the
margins of society, struggling to survive.
People like:
- An immigrant teenager in Texas' poorest
county, being recruited by a local gang
- A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock,
Arkansas
- An Oklahoma woman recently released from
incarceration looking for work
Over and over Jesus served people like this, embracing them. And that's what we want to model
as the people of The United Methodist Church. To continue the ministry of Jesus we established
Human Relations Day as a Special Sunday that calls all of our churches to participate in helping
all God's children to realize their potential. For resources, go here.

Youth Mission Trip Grants
Now Available
Summer is around the corner - apply for a
youth mission trip grant.
Churches of the Ohio River Valley District are
invited to apply for a grant, up to $1,000, to
offset the cost of their youth summer
mission/spiritual development trip, and/or
outreach program.

(Pictured: Faith Community UMC Youth)

The 2019 Application form is available for download here.
You can also access it at www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/grants.
Completed grant applications will be due to the district office by Friday, March 8, 2019. If you
have any questions contact Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen via email or at 513.421.2057.
If you are looking for ideas for a summer youth missions, check out this website:
www.umcyoungpeople.org/missions.

Ministry Guidelines Resources
2017-2020
The twenty-six Guidelines for Leading Your
Congregation, one for each ministry area, cover
church leadership areas, as well as areas
focused on nurture, outreach, and witness. The
booklets are tools that get new lay leaders off to
a good start and as a reference resource for all
lay leaders. Each booklet includes the basic "job
description" for the leader as well as practical
"how-to" information important to implementing
ministry effectively. Brief and to the point, making
it a perfect resource for the busy, but spirit-led
leader.
You can order them from UMC Discipleship
- or stop into the District Office and take a look at
the copy of the Guidelines we have on hand!

Opportunity to Serve on Conference Teams
To continue providing our Conference with innovative, qualified and effective leadership, the
nomination team would like to identify persons with passion, gifts and a commitment to serve
beyond their local church. I wanted to make you aware of the West Ohio Conference Leadership
Interest form available on the West Ohio Conference Website. If you are interested in serving in
conference leadership, please click on the following link to complete the interest form.
http://www.westohioumc.org/conference/webform/west-ohio-conference-leadership-interest-form
As leadership positions come open on conference boards, lead teams and committees
throughout these next three years, members of the nomination team will review the interest
forms to fill these openings. Additionally, in 2019, the nomination team will be tasked with
developing leadership slates for all conference boards, lead teams and committees and having a
pool of committed and gifted laity when we begin that process will assist us in balancing lay and
clergy representation in our conference leadership.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of serving as a potential volunteer leader within the
West Ohio Conference.
Peace and Blessings,
Rev. Laura Bensman
Chair of West Ohio Conference Nominations

Educational Opportunities

2019 Teaching Tuesdays
Register here
- January 15: Two Opportunities!
- Answering God's Call as a Lay Person
- Caring Community Mentor Pilot Program
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM session with lunch
6:00 - 8:00 PM session with dinner
Check out the invitation videos below
to learn more about each opportunity!

"Answering God's Call as a Lay Person"
Jayne and Glen Lash

"Caring Community Mentor Pilot Program"
Reba Collins and David Brentley

Register now online!

Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Olive Branch UMC, Financial Peace
University - January 8 for 9 weeks

Anderson Hills UMC, Faith & Friends
on Tap Art Experience - January 10

Professional Pastoral Institute, Faith
Leaders Luncheon - January 15

West Ohio UMM, Overcoming Obstacles
to Discipling Men Zoom mtg. - January 15

Armstrong Chapel UMC, Super Charge: a
breakfast for men building faith - February 2

Westwood UMC, Clergy
Spouse Gathering - February 2

Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings:

View classified ads

Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Children's Program Assistant

Submit a classified ad

Mason UMC - Director of Contemporary Worship
Clifton UMC - Director Music Ministry with Children & Youth
Miami Whitewater UMC - Contemporary Worship Leader
St. Mark's UMC - Director of Youth Ministry
Hyde Park Community UMC - Director of Youth & College Ministry
Transforming Jail Ministries - Office Manager
St. Mark's UMC: Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
Items needed and available:
Church of the Saviour UMC: Free! Children's Table & Chairs
Wesley Chapel Mission Center: Wanted! Supplies, Games, DVDs
State Ave UMC: Wanted! Acolyte candle lighter, wicks & Bibles

A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and
remember in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
Rev. Julia Ronngren, who died Thursday, December 27. Julia was a pastor from West Ohio
who served Faith Fellowship, DeGraff and Payne St. Paul churches. Relatives and friends will
celebrate Julia's life at 11am, Saturday, January 19, 2019 at West Unity UMC, 311 N. Liberty St.,
West Unity, OH 43570. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that those planning to express

sympathy consider making a memorial contribution to UMCOR, a relief agency of The United
Methodist Church. To read Julia's obituary and leave condolences online by clicking here.
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