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From Bishop Leontine Kelly:
  

"Around the kitchen table of Calvary Church
parsonage, my father made historical, biblical,
and theological wholeness for me. This
church had evidently been a station of the
Underground Railway, he told us. Cincinnati
was on the Mason-Dixon Line and to imagine
slaves being brought to this church located so
near the Ohio River was believable. 

 Fugitive slave laws encouraged people to
seek any escaped slaves in order to collect
rewards, and Cincinnati was filled with
persons of this nature. ... "The witness of this
church," [my father] said, "is not in its gothic
architecture, or its crystal chandeliers or its
social standing. The true witness of this
church is in the cellar beneath us. Perhaps
some of our forebears were held here." 

" We imagined the great services, the inspired preaching, the biblical understanding that
encouraged people to take such a risk of justice. We saw the church as a way station, a place
of renewal of strength, a law that superseded the unjust structures of human government. 
We understood that justice need never stand suspended, but can freely move like streams of
water to thirsty people. "
 
Bishop Leontine Kelly was the first African-American woman consecrated as a bishop in any
Christian denomination. As Black History Month draws to a close, and in light of references to
Bishop Kelly's words at General Conference, it seems appropriate to hear what she has to say
about the Church's role in confronting injustice in all of its forms.

 
A special thanks to Dr. Leland Spencer of Miami University and Clifton UMC for selecting this

quote in his paper Bishop Leontine Turpeau Current Kelly: Toward an Ironic Prophetic Rhetoric
in Western Journal of Communication, 80:5, 519-538

 

Tuesday Message 
from Bishop Palmer
About the Special Session of
General Conference
 
Beloved in Christ Jesus,
 



 

As I write this, the General Conference is within
a half-hour of adjournment. I want to offer a few
thoughts as we move forward.

Your prayers have sustained the West Ohio delegates, all of the delegates, the bishops,
me and Cynthia. Thank you. I encourage you to continue to be earnest in prayer for
The United Methodist Church, the mission and your local church.
Over the next 48 hours I will be sorting out and analyzing what the General Conference
actually adopted along with the decisions of the General Conference and the effect of
those actions on our common life. I will not be doing this in isolation, but with other
bishops and with our delegates and other leaders in our conference.
I hope you will be at one of many locations for the simulcast on Saturday
morning March 2. This will give me a chance to share a first summary of where we are
and answer a few questions.
The cabinet will be meeting with me 3 of the next 7 days to continue the process of
analysis and communication.
Your District Superintendents will be moving among you in the month of March.
I will be determining in the next several weeks the places I need to be and the
conversations I need to host with multiple audiences.

 This has been a robust General Conference. The attention to prayer and worship has been
inspiring and helpful. There have been bright moments and there have been dim moments.
There have been words and speeches that have soared with poetic Spirit inspired oratory. There
have been words and speeches that have done harm to people, especially our LGBTQ sisters
and brothers. I lament this and our lack of capacity to hold the whole together and keep the "unity
of the spirit in the bond of peace".
 
That said I am more sold out to Jesus and the Good News he embodied. I am more committed to
the mission of "making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world" and doing
everything in my power in WOC to start new churches to do this work and encouraging all
churches that are doing this work now. I am resolute that I/we have been called to be the church
together. The Bible, many resources within the Christian tradition, and our book of polity all call
us to unity for the sake of mission. You can expect that I will continue to both curate and provoke,
to be a pastor, prophet, and priest among you.
 
I have confidence in our future together because I am sure God is not through with The United
Methodist Church. Our greatest influence on the future of the UMC will spring primarily from how
we embody the mission and ministry in West Ohio. Because I move forward in hope does not
mean that I move into the future unclear that there is a challenging road ahead of us locally and
globally. We have work to do, "a charge to keep and a God to glorify". We have work to do and
our work is never uncontested and that is precisely why we place our hope and trust God.
 
Now may the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing so that you may overflow
with Hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13
 
Your servant for the sake of the Gospel,
Gregory V. Palmer

Post General Conference Simulcast Saturday March 2 @ 10am
ORV Watch Sites: Mason UMC, Faith Community, Epiphany UMC

 
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer will host a
simulcast on Saturday, March 2 at 10am in



 

response to the actions of the special session
of General Conference which will be held in
late February. 

  
All interested West Ohioans are welcome to
participate.

  
Learn more via West Ohio's website.

 

 Resources

 

 

Clergy Coffee in March
 
The Clergy Coffee Conversations are always
an excellent opportunity for fellowship and
nourishment and, now, to do a bit of
debriefing from General Conference.

  
These gatherings for active and retired
pastors will be starting up again in the spring.
Dates and locations are below. 
 
Sign up now!

03/11/2019 (Mon.) 
 

- Lot No. 1, 9 E. Main St, Lebanon 45036 (Warren county) 10:00am - 11:30am  
 - Jen's Deli, 28 W Main St, Wilmington 45177 (Clinton County) 1:30pm - 3:00pm  
  

 03/14/2019 (Thu.)
 

- True West Coffee on Main, 313 Main St, Hamilton 45013 (Butler county) 10:00am - 11:30am  
  

03/28/2019 (Thu.)
 

- The Main Cup, 18 Main St, Milford 45150 (Clermont county) 10:00am - 11:30am  
- Redtree Art Gallery & Coffee Shop, 3210 Madison Rd, Cincinnati 45209 (Hamilton county)

1:30pm - 3:00pm  

Young Adult General Conference Debrief
 with Nick Federinko and others

 
And now a message from ORV
Communications Specialist, Nick Federinko:
 
As a young adult United Methodist who
attended General Conference, I left St. Louis
feeling sad, hurt, and confused, with many
questions.
 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/post-general-conference-simulcast-set-march-2-10am
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAOwXfN9ZVs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-clergy1


 

Several of my United Methodist siblings are
processing their own confusion, hurt, and
questions.
 
Where do we go next?
 
It is best to do this work not alone.

In conversation with our District leaders and at the moving of the Holy Spirit,
I have been empowered to help lead a Young Adult United Methodist Debrief gathering
in the next few days for anyone would like to come and talk and process.  
 
I am considering at least one weeknight gathering and at least one weekend evening
gathering, both next week. Locations in consideration include Madtree, Hamilton's North
Second, and Little Miami Brewing.
 
Contact me at presentorv@gmail.com if you have input.
 
If you are a young adult or know of a young adult who is interested, please contact me and I
will make sure they get a personal invitation.
 
Watch News and Notes - and the ORV Facebook page - for details finalized early next week.

 
Rebekah Simon-Peter Webinar

  
Are you ready to move forward in your ministry? 
 
Join us for a free webinar:  
Does Your Church Dream Like Jesus?  
 
It will be Friday, March 1st at 1 PM EST.
 
Email us at 
 rebekah@rebekahsimonpeter.com to register
and reserve your space in the webinar.

  

 

Youth

Youth Mission Trip Grants Now Available
 

Summer is around the corner - apply for a youth mission trip grant.
Churches of the Ohio River Valley District are invited to apply for a grant, up to $1,000, to
offset the cost of their youth summer mission/spiritual development trip, and/or outreach
program. 
 
The 2019 Application form is available for download here.
 
You can also access it at  www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/grants.

mailto:presentorv@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/orvdistrict
mailto:rebekah@rebekahsimonpeter.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDya4Tsz7c8
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/b3f753a1-47af-46c4-9c41-c5b614ec6d3c.pdf
http://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/grants


Completed grant applications will be due to the district office by Friday, March 8, 2019. If you
have any questions contact Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen via email or at 513.421.2057.
If you are looking for ideas for a summer youth missions, check out this website:

 www.umcyoungpeople.org/missions.

 
Winter/Spring 2019 Dinner Sign-Up for Wesley House

  
Sign up to provide dinner for our Tuesday night program. We serve dinner at 5:30 pm and ask
that you arrive in time to have to food ready by then. We generally serve between around 12 to
15 people. If you cannot bring the meal between 5 pm and 5:20 pm, you can drop it off earlier
and we will warm it and set it out for you. You can also sponsor a meal through a donation. If
you have questions, please contact us at office@wesleyuc.org or 513-861-2929.

 

 

March 31 : 
 "Fifth Sunday" Youth Event

 
Be part of a youth movement in Cincinnati as
teens from area churches will come together
at Hyde Park Community UMC for the March's
Youth Collective 5th Sunday Event. Using
Ephesians 3:16-20 as our guide, we will
spend the evening exploring this topic through
games, worship, and featured speaker, Rev.
Benji Sayre. 

 The night will also include a dinner from
award winning Mountain Williams Barbecue.
This event is FREE for all and a great
opportunity to invite a friend. Let us know your
church is coming by contacting Family
Ministry Director at Hyde Park Community,
Dana Calhoun, at dcalhoun@hpcumc.org 

 

 Educational Opportunities

http://www.umcyoungpeople.org/missions
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c49a5aa23a0fd0-winterspring
mailto:office@wesleyuc.org
mailto:dcalhoun@hpcumc.org


 

2019 Teaching Tuesdays
 
Next classes:
 
March 5: Good Samaritan Crime Victim Sensitivity Training
with Reba Collins
 
March 19: Communications Open House/Workshop 
with Nick Federinko
 
March 26: Creating Space for Ministry by Persons with
Disabilities
 
April 9: Tips and Tools for Leading in the Church Today
(Adaptive Leadership)
 
April 30: Financial ABCs: Best Practices for Audits, Budgets,
Compensation and Beyond

 
Register now online!

 

Dates:
Friday, March 8, 2019 from 6:00 - 9:00 PM
Saturday, March 9, 2019 from 8AM - 4:30 PM 
.
Registrar: Jayne Lash: 
jklash616@cinci.rr.com
.
Location: Mt. Moriah UMC 

 681 Mt. Moriah Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45245
.
Registration: www.orvumc.org  (scroll to events)

 .
 Cost: $30.00 

 =======================================================

 

Introduction to Lay Ministry: (Basic Course)
Instructor: Jim Bodle, CLS
 
The Lay Service Ministries Basic Course is designed to be an
introductory training experience for the new leadership of the
church, while representing a renewal experience for leaders
who have long served in the United Methodist Church. This
course explores:
* Personal spiritual gifts;

 * The server leadership;
 * The role of each leader in developing future

leaders;
 * The importance of constant spiritual practices; * The leading

ministries of leadership, care and communication.
And much more!
 

 

UMC Polity (Advanced Course) Instructor: Bill Smith, CLS
 
This course gives participants an overview of the structure and
organization of The United Methodist Church. Our text is
Polity, Practice, and the Mission of The United Methodist
Church by Thomas E. Frank.A copy of the 2016 Book of
Discipline is recommended for both the online and text version
of this course.
This in-depth analysis of the connection between United
Methodist polity and theology addresses ways in which
historical developments have shaped--and continue to shape--
the organization of the church.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1
mailto:jklash616@cinci.rr.com
http://www.orvumc.org/


 

 

Lay Pastoral Care (Advanced Course)
Instructor: Becky Reed, CLM

  
This course offers insights into the life span and the dynamics
of contemporary life to help church leaders reach out with
God's love and care to giving to others. How do we learn to
care for others in the community - whether the community of
faith or the extended community? Some people seem to have
natural gifts, but most of us can learn to show caring and to
improve our caring skills. Farabaugh's work offers insights into
the life span and into the dynamics of contemporary life to
help us reach out with God's love and care to others.
Farabaugh offers a systemic way for caring to happen within
congregational life. By using this resource, overworked
pastors will find personal respite in the use of caring gifts
among the laity of the church.
 

Download and share the flyer here

 Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Hyde Park Community UMC, 
 Enneagram Weekend for Young Adults -

March 1-2 

Mt Healthy UMC, 
 Swap Shop - March 2

 

Cherry Grove UMC, Mardi Gras
 Pancake Supper - March 5

Mt Healthy UMC, German
 Style Dinner - March 16

 

Hyde Park Community UMC, 
 Lenten Retreat - March 30 

Hyde Park Community UMC, 
 Youth Collective Event - March 31

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/32e48bfa-d212-4deb-b76d-c53fb2e3f9fe.pdf
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/enneagram-weekend-young-adults
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/swap-shop
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/mardi-gras-community-pancake-supper
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/german-style-dinner
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/sensing-lords-presence-lenten-retreat
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/youth-collective-5th-sunday-event


Anderson Hills UMC, Relentless 
 Women's Breakfast - April 6 

Wesley Education Center, Circle of 
 Care Dinner & Silent Auction - April 9

 

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/respond to an ad
 Church of the Saviour UMC - Summer Youth Ministry Intern

 
   Submit your own ad 

 Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Children's Program Assistant  
Clifton UMC - Director Music Ministry with Children & Youth  
St. Mark's UMC - Director of Youth Ministry  
Hyde Park Community UMC - Director of Youth & College Ministry

 
 

Transforming Jail Ministries - Office Manager  
St. Mark's UMC: Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper  
 
Items needed and available:  
Perintown UMC: Free! Accordion-style room divider  
Brecon UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes  
Groesbeck UMC: Wanted! Bell Ringers  
Wesley Chapel Mission Center: Wanted! Supplies, Games, DVDs  
State Ave UMC: Wanted! Acolyte candle lighter, wicks & Bibles

 
 

 

Ohio River Valley District of the UMC, 7388 E Kemper Road,
Suite 1, Cincinnati, OH 45249
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