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Festival of Sharing :: September 15, 2018
 
Each year you assemble Festival of Sharing Kits to
share with people in need. When hurricanes devastated
the United States and the Caribbean in the fall of 2017,
the Festival of Sharing responded. Because of your
generosity, hygiene kits were provided to families in
Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico and Cuba to meet
immediate needs. Emergency cleanup buckets were
provided to families in Texas and Florida and students in
Florida and Texas were given school kits to keep them
from falling behind in school. Click here for kit contents
and packing instructions.
 
This year's Festival of Sharing is Saturday, September
15 from 9 AM to noon at the STEAM Innovation Center
on the campus of Otterbein University. Click here to

learn more.
 
Again this year, Rev. Johnny Phillips is serving as our district's coordinator for the event.
Thank you Johnny! He desperately needs 2 people to assist him on kit pick up day - Friday,
September 14. He needs someone able to drive a 14' box truck and another person to assist
on the truck loading and packing. If you might be able to help out, contact him at
513.256.5193 or pastorjohnny@bizcinci.rr.com. 
 
The number of kit drop off sites has been reduced this year.These are the churches where you can
deliver your assembled kits and buckets: Bethel, Hamilton First, Hartzell, Lebanon and Westwood.
Please make a note of the change!

https://fosohio.org/assembling-kits/
https://fosohio.org/
mailto:pastorjohnny@bizcinci.rr.com


 

 

 You're invited to a weekend of learning, fellowship, 
and celebration the weekend of October 5-7

St. Paul Community UMC
 

 Friday, October 5
Mission Celebration Banquet - 6-8 PM

 
Saturday October 6th
Missional Workshops

9:30 AM Gathering, 10 AM-3:30 PM Workshops/Panel Discussion
 

Sunday October 7th
World Communion  Worship Celebration- 3 PM
followed by Abundant Fruit (approx 4:30 PM)

 
Mark your calendar and watch for more details soon!

 
Join Bishop Gregory V. Palmer for an evening of inspiration, worship, testimony and sharing. All
West Ohio United Methodists are encouraged to attend. Two are being offered in the Ohio River
Valley District but you are welcome to attend any that fit your schedule. Just remember that 
registration is required. To register, click here.

September 5 at Groesbeck UMC - 8871 Colerain Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45251 - dinner is
full but space is available for the program

https://youtu.be/MtwsCQO1XnY
https://www.westohioumc.org/IBelieve


September 11 at Indian Run UMC - 6305 Brand Rd., Dublin, OH 43016 - dinner is full but
space is available for the program
September 12 at Peace UMC - 235 Diley Rd., Pickerington, OH 43147
September 25 at Milford First UMC - 541 Main St., Milford, OH 45150
September 26 at Broad Street UMC - 501 East Broad St., Columbus, OH 43215 - dinner is full
but space is available for the program
October 3 at Coburn UMC - 3618 Maple Ave., Zanesville, OH 43701
October 8 at Kenton First UMC - 234 N. Main St., Kenton, OH 43326
October 10 at Bowling Green First UMC - 1526 E. Wooster St., Bowling Green, OH 43402
October 16 at Sulphur Grove UMC - 7505 Taylorsville Rd., Dayton, OH 45424
October 17 at Trinity UMC - 24 S. Mulberry St., Chillicothe, OH 45601

        Schedule for each location:  
                 6:00 to 6:45 pm - Dinner (by reservation only)

                 7:00 to 8:30 pm - Program featuring Bishop Gregory Palmer (by reservation only)
 

 
Conversation, cookies and connection this fall!
 
From September through the second week of November, Todd and Suzanne will be traveling all
throughout the five counties of the ORV on Sundays and weekdays.
 
These Connecting Points gatherings are an opportunity to:
 
- Connect to other United Methodists in your area:  When we had our town hall meetings to gather
information for our strategic plan, many of you expressed interest in getting to know members of
other United Methodist churches in your area to learn about their current ministries and to find ways
to partner in new ministries.  These gatherings will provide a forum to do so. 
 
- Connect to your Mission:  These meetings will allow you to have conversation with your district staff
and each other around topics that are crucial to our mission and ministry together as United
Methodists such as what makes us distinctly United Methodist and how to discuss difficult topics,
including the 2019 Special Session of General Conference.
 
Visit the SignUpGenius to see the fall schedule and sign up for one of the open conversations!

 Resources

An Update from the ORV Addiction Task Force
 
The committee has been hard at work and prayer as we consider the overwhelming extent of
addiction in our region and how the church might be a part of the solution.
 
We have found that an area of great need is in helping individuals, families and churches understand
the dynamics of addiction and what resources are available locally to offer support to those in the
midst of addiction. Please take a moment and review these support services so you are ready in
time of need. For your convenience, they are listed by county.
 
Butler:

 Mental Health and Addiction Recovery

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-connecting1
http://www.bcmhars.org/Services_Documents/2017-2018%20PROVIDER%20SERVICE%20GUIDE.pdf


Services Guide
 Provider List

 
Clermont:
Substance Abuse Recovery Resource Guide
Get Clean Now
Resources
 
Hamilton:
Getting Help
Addiction Services - Adult
Addiction Services - Children and Families
Residential Treatment for Addiction Services
 
Warren & Clinton:
Mental Health Recovery Services
Services and Programs
 
Help with Alcohol and Drug Addiction (all counties):
Find Local Treatment

2019 Local Church 
Mission Grant Applications Now Available
 
Due Friday October 5, 2018
 
Because of the faithful generosity of local churches
supporting our mission through their apportionments and
because of the long-term vision of those who gave toward
our Mission Foundation endowment, we have the great
blessing of being able to offer grant funds to both local
churches and United Methodist related ministry agencies
in our district. Our 2019 Local Church Grant Application is
now available here.
 
The mission statement of The West Ohio Conference of
the United Methodist Church is "To equip local churches
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world...a world of justice, love, and peace filled with
people growing in the likeness of Jesus Christ." We as a
district act on behalf of the annual conference to help
equip local churches in their mission of making disciples.
 
It is our intent that these mission grants would help local churches in our district to reach people with
the healing love and grace of Jesus Christ more effectively. This will increase the joy, hope, and
vitality of local churches and create energy for growth as others hear the story and are invited to be
part of a dynamic missional effort.
 
We have one more informational training for those interested in applying for a Local Church Grant.
You are invited to join us at the ORV district office on Wednesday August 29th at 7pm.
 
If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact Rev. Suzanne Allen
sallen@wocumc.org

 

  District Wide Events

 

http://www.bcmhars.org/Services_Documents/2017-2018%20PROVIDER%20SERVICE%20GUIDE.pdf
http://bcmhars.org/services/provider_list.php
https://ccphohio.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2017/01/overdoserecoveryresourceguide.pdf
https://www.getcleannowclermont.org/
https://probatejuvenile.clermontcountyohio.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/42/2018/07/resources.pdf
https://www.hcmhrsb.org/getting-help/
https://www.hcmhrsb.org/services/addiction-services-adult/
https://www.hcmhrsb.org/services/addiction-services-children-families/
https://www.hcmhrsb.org/services/residential-treatment-for-addiction-services/
https://www.mhrsonline.org/
https://www.mhrsonline.org/media/documents/16943_Provider_Network_Guide_V4.pdf
https://www.findlocaltreatment.com/
http://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/fe8cbf27-a108-4c45-ac7d-dfe839b3965b.pdf
mailto:sallen@wocumc.org


 Educational Opportunities

                      Lay Servant Ministry Fall Classes 
September 28-29 at The John Wesley United Methodist Church
 

Basic Course - Introduction to Lay Ministry: This is a great
class for laity who are in new leadership positions and even for
the experienced who want to renew their connection. Spiritual
gifts, communication, servant leadership and spiritual practices
are just a few of the topics that will be discussed.  Click here to
register 

  
Advanced Core Course: Preach!  This course is designed for
those who have not completed formal preaching training, for
pastors seeking a basic refresher course, and for others who
are called upon to preach in a pastor's absence. Resources will
be provided to help research topics, to interpret scripture and
for writing interesting and inspiring sermons. Click here to

register
 
 

Advanced Course: Introduction to Biblical Storytelling (new!) The Good News of Jesus Christ
was never meant to be read silently - it was meant to be proclaimed! This course will teach the
basics of remembering a story and provide participants with sources for learning and telling Bible
stories by heart.  Click here to register 
 

#TeachingTuesday Updates
 
September 11: 
Youth Mental Health First Aid

https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1356
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1360
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1359


 
September 18:
The End is Near! Surviving Year End Reports

  
October 2:
Let's Talk About Mental Illness
 
October 23:
Lay Servant Ministries: Intro & Overview

  
November 13:
Discipleship

  
 
Upcoming Highlights

 

September 11: Youth Mental Health First AId-
NOTE: Different Time and Location - Mason UMC 9 AM - 4:30 PM
Do you work with adolescents, know, or live with one? Have you ever wondered how to help a young
person who may be in crisis or in need of assistance? Do you need some straight forward
information about how to talk with a young person who may be suicidal?
Youth Mental Health First Aid training may be your answer.
 
September 18- Prepare Now to Survive Year End Reporting
No need to panic! There are things you can be doing now to make it easier to complete all those fall
and year-end reports. Join us on for our Teaching Tuesday on September 18th to learn tricks and
shortcuts for completing the UMC year-end reports, tax reporting requirements and more!
 
Sign up for any of our #TeachingTuesdays here!

Holy Spirit Seminar
At United Theological Seminary
this December:
 
The gift of prophecy is not relegated to
the Old Testament, but is present in the
world today. In all four Gospels, Jesus is
introduced as the one who would
"baptize you in the Holy Spirit." Through
the New Covenant that Jesus brought
into the world, God is still baptizing with
the Holy Spirit.
 
The 2018 Holy Spirit Seminar will reveal how the New Testament Church can embrace the identity of
"prophetic community" to live more fully into the promise of the New Covenant. Come to learn, be
inspired and take part in the awakening that is happening in global Methodism today. Learn more.

All In Community
 Webinar Opportunities

  
Advocacy Made Easy- September 11

  
Mentoring Incarcerated Members, Family,
Neighbors - October 2

  
Register via email: rebakco@gmail.com. 

  

http://united.edu/holy-spirit-prophecy/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teaching
http://united.edu/holy-spirit-prophecy/
mailto:rebakco@gmail.com


 
 
Advocacy Made Easy :: September 11, noon-1 PM
 
Making our communities safer. Expanding access to mental health and addiction recovery options.
Slowing down the revolving door from reentry to return to prison. Making a more just criminal justice
system. These visions for a better future involve us lending our voices and our votes for criminal
justice reform. Not once. Not twice. But regularly. 
 
Join Wendy Tarr and Amanda Hoyt for a one-hour presentation with Q&A on current criminal justice
reform legislative initiatives that promote safety and healing where we live. Get informed about how
passing November's Ohio Neighborhood Safety, Drug Treatment, and Rehabilitation Amendment will
lead to sentencing reform, divesting from prisons, and investing in communities all across our state.
Learn a few easy steps you can take to advocate for a better life for all of Ohio's citizens.
 
 
Mentoring Incarcerated Members, Family, and Neighbors :: October 2, noon- 1pm 
 
Know someone who is currently incarcerated? Need to know what else you can do so support them?
Mentoring is a process of a more experienced person helping a less experienced person grow and
develop. Our members, loved ones, and neighbors in our prisons benefit greatly from healthy, Christ-
centered relationships. When they feel support from people who are for "the right thing," their
thinking and behavior can change. Join Gary Croft, Faith-based Reentry Coordinator for the Ohio
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, as he provides the basics on qualities of a good mentor
and easy starting points for Faith-based mentoring. He will discuss steps you can take to effectively
mentor residents inside our state prisons whether they reside right next door or are incarcerated far
away.
This Webinar is for anyone who is currently walking with an incarcerated person - church member,
family member, friend, or neighbor.

 Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Hyde Park Community UMC, Understanding
Mental Health Issues - September 8

Norwood Grace UMC, Fall Kickoff, 
 Children's Ministry Network - September 12

 

New Vision UMC, An Elegant
Evening - September 14

New Vision UMC, Men's Day 
 Celebration - September 16

 

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/message-hope-understanding-mental-health-issues
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/fall-kickoff-childrens-ministry-network
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/elegant-evening
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/mens-day-celebration


Armstrong Chapel UMC, Social Media 
 Safety Workshop - September 19

Friendship UMC, The Way of the Cross 
 with Fleming Rutledge - September 22

 

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View classified ads
 Gaines UMC: Accompanist/Organist           Submit a classified ad

 Hyde Park Community UMC: Youth & Young Adult Admin. Asst.  
St. Mark's UMC: Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper  
John Wesley UMC: Children's Minsitry Director  
Clough UMC: Worship Leader  
Summerside UMC: Office Administrator and Musician  
Faith Community UMC: Director of Youth Ministries  
New Life Furniture: Movers, Drivers, Accounting Associate  
Shiloh UMC: Director of Student Ministries  
Hyde Park Bethlehem UMC: Children's Ministry Care Giver  
Bethany UMC/Little Lambs Preschool: Preschool Teachers  
Cornerstone UMC: Communications Director  
Hartzell UMC: Director of Music  
 
Items needed or available:  
Gaines UMC: Free! Choir robes  
Bethany UMC: Free! choral and instrumental music  
Springboro First: Free! 8 ft kneeling/altar rails  
York Street: Wanted! weekly bulletins  
 

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

  
Rev. Doris J. Shover, 89, who died August 21, 2018. She was a retired pastor from West Ohio who
served Hyatts, Raymond, Hoytville, St Paris, Briggsdale Union-Jackson Chapel, and Warrensburg
churches. Her visitation and service took place on August 25 at Newcomer NE Chapel in Columbus. 
Memorial contributions are suggested to Wycliffe Bible Translators or Meals on Wheels. To  view
Rev. Shover's obituary or submit online condolences to the family, click here.

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/social-media-safety-workshop
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/way-cross-fleming-rutledge
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-posting
https://www.wycliffe.org/donate
https://www.lifecarealliance.org/programs/meals-on-wheels/
https://www.newcomercolumbus.com/Obituary/161772/Rev-Doris-Shover/Columbus-Ohio
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