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Global Leadership Summit
 August 8-9

  
No matter your sphere of influence- in your
family, school, work or church-when you
commit to grow your leadership, everyone
around you wins-businesses work for good,
communities are transformed and churches
thrive! The Global Leadership Summit brings
fresh, actionable and inspiring leadership
content from a world-class faculty to a location
near you.

GLS18 Highlights

In our district that location is  Anderson Hills United Methodist Church.
Thursday and Friday, August 8-9, the Ohio River Valley District is partnering with them to offer
this amazing two-day leadership event to you at a discounted price. Between now and June
25 your cost is $109 and after June 25 your cost is $139 (compared to $199 and
$209). Please call the district office to get the priority code for this special pricing.
 
Learn more: https://globalleadership.org/global-leadership-summit/

 

 
  

Galatians: Gospel of Grace Week 2

Galatians: Gospel of Grace Series
 
Week 2: Grace that Embraces
 
In Galatians 2:9-10 Paul shares his
experience of a Grace that Embraces:
 
"James, Cephas, and John, who are
considered to be key leaders, shook hands
with me and Barnabas as equals when they
recognized the grace that was given to me.
So it was agreed that we would go to the
Gentiles, while they continue to go to the
people who were circumcised. They asked
only that we would remember the poor, which
was certainly something I was willing to do."
(CEB)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yq1Je1x7e5o&feature=youtu.be
http://www.andersonhills.org/
https://globalleadership.org/global-leadership-summit/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igOmprm8QaQ


Get worship resources, including
recommended hymns, sermon helps, 
and study guides, via the West Ohio
Conference website here.

 

Stories at the Intersection of Faith
and Immigration
 
In the next few weeks, News and Notes will
include stories of immigrants and their
relationships with United Methodists in the
Ohio River Valley District. May they help you
deepen your understanding and open you to
relationships with the immigrants in your
congregation, neighborhood, and community.

 
"We Think We're in Heaven"
                                                                                                                                             
written by Larry Kreps on behalf of the W.O.C. U.M.C Immigration Task Force
 
The Council at Church asked him, "Can you help?" A Congolese family came to church every
week for five months, walking across a field from their apartment. They bought a SUV, only to
find the rear latch would not release. They needed help. Ken is semi-retired, raised by parents
who reminded him consistently God made him to be a blessing. One of his blessings is fixing
things. Computer programs, computers, cars, industrial machines, and house projects yield to
his blessing.    
 
Ken also has concerns about immigration.   If you come to follow our laws, succeed, and help
others, then okay. Learn the language. If you come to suck off money from tax payers and take
advantage of others, then not okay. He feels it would be absurd, immoral, and yet cost
effective, if we shot a few people coming over the border illegally, thereby discouraging illegals.
He fears for the persons 'left behind' in depressed areas when the best and brightest emigrate
to America.
 
Despite the concerns, Ken said yes to the latch. He took the Dad to a pull-and-pay junk yard,
located a latch and as a bonus four tires with tread. The Dad watched Ken intently, soon
mastering wrench, nuts, bolts and mechanical systems. One fix led to another and soon ten
other Congolese families were learning car and home repair from Ken and the Dad.
 
Then a family from Nepal moved next door to Ken. Struggling with English, they came to Ken
for aid filling out a form. Ken led them through the English, letting struggle lead to
understanding. Ken has been in eight Nepalese homes aiding with forms and repairs. They call
him "Grandpa" and invite him to Buddhist parties. He thought he'd be worn out by now, but has
yet to say, "No." Jesus helped people, so should he.  
 
Ken asked his Nepalese neighbors, "How do you like living in the U.S.?"   They answered, "We
think we are in heaven!"
 
Ken hopes he helped with that feeling.

Prayers in the Face of Violence
Against Christian Congregations
in Louisiana and Sri Lanka
 
Tonight at 7:00 pm
 
Recently, three historically African-American
church buildings were burned in Louisiana.

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/week-2chapter-2-grace-embraces
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9V3XRsm0M0c&feature=youtu.be
mailto:larrykreps@yahoo.com


On Easter Sunday, three churches and
congregations were bombed in Sri Lanka.
Such violence against people of faith is
always horrific and wrong.

 
People in the Ohio River Valley District have been directly affected by relationships with
persons from these communities. Furthermore, many were impacted by the anxiety that such
violence creates, grieved by the losses of lives and sacred space, and heart-sick by the
suffering caused to those injured and those left to pick-up the pieces.
 
The Ohio River Valley District is sponsoring an interfaith prayer vigil on Tuesday, April 30th
from 7-8 pm at the Clifton United Methodist Church near the University of Cincinnati led by
members of the Sri Lankan community, African-American United Methodists, and interfaith
partners. Please share the word with your congregation and join the community in prayer.
Parking is available in several locations near Clifton UMC, please check the church's website
or Facebook page for details.
 
Susan Henry Crowe's statement from Church and Society also offers some powerful
reflections on the tragedy in Sri Lanka.

 

 News from the District

Spring Celebration is May 19
 
All clergy and lay persons in the Ohio River
Valley District are invited to attend our annual
Spring Celebration in recognition of retiring
clergy, candidates being ordained and
commissioned, transitioning pastors, new
pastors to our district, CLMs and more. 

Date: Sunday, May 19
Location: St. Mark's UMC
4601 Fairfield Ave, Fairfield 45014
Time: 3:00 PM

 
For anyone serving for the first time as a local
church lay member or an at-large lay member,
please plan to attend a short pre-conference
briefing from 2:15- 2:45 PM. 
Reservations are not needed for either event.

 

 Resources

 
Bob Edwards Memorial Fund 

Grant Application Now Available

http://www.cliftonumc.com/
http://www.facebook.com/cliftonumc
https://www.umcjustice.org/articles/preview/328b7d6a-b9ea-4b77-9e7b-e088764c36f7


 
Bob Edwards was a long time supporter of
missions within the Cincinnati and Ohio River
Valley Districts of The United Methodist
Church.  He had a heart for children and
worked diligently to make sure that children
had the educational and nutritional support
they needed.  A memorial fund serves to
continue his good work. 

 
The Bob Edwards Memorial Fund Grant Application for Summer Enrichment and Nutritional
Support for children is now open.  If your church or agency offers educational, spiritual and
nutritional support for children who are under resourced in these areas, we invite you to apply
for a grant to support this important ministry.  Grant applications will be due back by May 17,
2019. The grant application can be accessed here.

Fund Balance Reports Due
 
Section 258.4 d) of the 
2016 Book of Discipline makes it mandatory
that every local church finance committee
"shall make provision for an annual audit of
the records of the financial officers of the local
church and all its organizations and shall
report to the charge conference."

 
 
Also it is the best way to protect the persons that the local church elects to offices of financial
responsibility from unwarranted charges of careless or improper handling of funds; to build the
trust and confidence of the financial supporters of the church in the way their money is being
accounted for (trust and confidence lead to improved patterns of financial support); to set
habits of fiscal responsibility to assure that when there is turnover in personnel there will be
continuity in accountability and nothing will fall through the cracks; to assure that gifts made to
the church with special conditions attached are consistently administered in accordance with
the donors' instructions, and thus let donors know their gifts are used as intended; and to
provide checks and balances for sums received and expended.
 
Please don't forget to submit your church's report to the District Office by May 15, 2019
 

Starting and Leaving Well
  

Monday May 6 @ 7 PM - 
Leaving Well at ORV Office - 

 If your church is going to experience a change
in pastoral leadership, pastors and staff parish
teams are invited to come and utilize
resources offered by Lewis Center for Church
Leadership. RSVP with Nancy.

  
Tues June 11 @ 11 AM - 2 PM and 6-9 PM
Leaving and Starting Well @ ORV Office-
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/b6a7990c-0d0f-4697-8981-764a9872cdd4.docx


Both "leaving" and "starting" sessions will be
offered for anyone who is experiencing a
leadership transition.

 Educational Opportunities

 
 

Next Teaching Tuesday:
 
 
Financial ABCs: Best practices for audits, budgets, compensation
and beyond. 
 
 
There are still spots available for the 4 PM session today!
 
 
INSTRUCTOR: Mr. Bill Brownson

 Learn best practices for local church finance and administration
activities. Topics will include annual budgeting, including for
clergy compensation; prudent financial controls, risk management
considerations and building use policies. Plenty of time will be
built in to answer questions not included in the presentation.

 

Other upcoming opportunities:

- May 7:  Collaborative Partnerships, Ecumenical Ministry, and Interfaith Community Activities

- May 14: Let the Children Come - A Look at Discipleship

- September 10: The Inn at St. Paul Community UMC - Embracing a Refugee Family

 
Register now online!

Fresh Expression Workshop
Tuesday, May 7th from 6:30 to 8:30 PM

Colorful Cupboard Arts Studio at 950 Ohio Pike/SR 125, Withamsville, 45245, OH. 
 

In this workshop, you'll learn how to launch a
Fresh Expression ministry in gathering places
in your neighborhood.  Taught by Rev.
Jonathan Kollmann.

  
After Jonathan's presentation, you will have
an opportunity to experience a Fresh
Expression painting worship service with Lora
and Charla the owners of the studio.  This
event is limited to 37 painting participants. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1


However, if you want to just
observe Colorful Cupboard Arts can
accommodate.  Refreshments will be
provided. To RSVP call 513-888-2770

 

 

 Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Hamilton First, Salad
 Lunch  April 30

Hyde Park Community UMC, 
 Conversation & Concert - May 3

 

ORV Churches, Spring 
 Rummage Sales begin May 3

McGonigle Millville UMC, Fried
 Chicken Dinner & Silent Auction-May 4

 

Hartzell UMC, Salad Bar 
 Luncheon & Crafts- May 15

Faith Community UMC, Dinner 
 Church Encounter - May 21

 

 Classified Ads

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUIyw7dLoP0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/salad-lunch-0
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/conversation-and-concert
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/news/spring-rummage-sales
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/fried-chicken-dinner-silent-auction
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/salad-bar-luncheon-and-crafts-0
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/district/ohiorivervalley/event/dinner-church-encounter


Paid and unpaid job openings: View/respond to an ad
 Westwood UMC - Student Ministry Team Leader    Submit your own ad 
 Sharonville UMC - Youth Leader: Creative & Performing Arts  

Lindenwald UMC - Administrative Secretary/Office Manager  
St Mark's UMC - Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper  
North Bend UMC - Choir Director/Pianist  
 
Items needed and available:  
Pleasant Ridge UMC: Free! 2 robes, size small  
Wesley Chapel Mission Center: Wanted! Games, Toys, DVDs & more!  
State Avenue UMC: Wanted! ---  
1) Basic sound system or microphone and Bluetooth speaker 

 2)15 age-appropriate Bibles for ages K-6 and 15 age-appropriate Bibles for middle school. 
 3) Musicians for worship on Sundays from 11:15 am - 12:15 pm.  

 

 A Call to Prayer

 

 
Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
 
Rev. Robert "Ted" Grotsky who died Friday, April 12. He was a retired pastor from West Ohio
who served Ansonia, Farmersville, Hoy Memorial, and Dumontville churches. He is survived by
his wife, Kay. His Celebration of Life Service will be Saturday, May 25 at the Pickerington
Church of the Nazarene. To read his obituary and leave condolences online click here. 

Walter H. Murphree who died Saturday, January, 19. He was married to Dr. Marilyn Murphree
who is a retired pastor from The West Ohio Conference. Together they served at Iliff Charge
and Zanesville Coburn churches. His wife survives. His funeral service was held in January at
the Bryan & Hardwick Funeral Home in Zanesville. Burial with Military Honors followed at the
Duncan Falls Cemetery. To view his obituary click here.
 

Ohio River Valley District of the UMC, 7388 E Kemper Road,
Suite 1, Cincinnati, OH 45249
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