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Photos via Diana McHenry of Holy Week celebrations at State Avenue UMC.
"Thank you from State Ave UMC to friends who've provided and blessed Bibles for our youth,

and who made sure we had acolyte sticks and wicks for Easter Sunday!" 

 

Galatians: Gospel of Grace Week 1

 

Galatians: Gospel of Grace Series
 
Week 1: Grace that Transforms
In Galatians 1:23 we hear Paul's testimony of
a Grace that Transforms: "They only heard a
report about me: 'The man who used to
harass us now preaches the faith that he once
tried to destroy.'" (CEB)
 
Get Week One worship resources, including
recommended hymns, sermon helps, 
and study guides, via the West Ohio
Conference website here.

 
ORV Galatians Zoom Meeting Group- First Meeting Thursday
 

https://youtu.be/TKfpyTTAMjw
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/week-1-grace-transforms?fbclid=IwAR0udQUd_zVBZKRzlnZeeAT6W1hwoCcuFnd37f9G9E_6Vjp1LFRfOaMvVmg


Join our Ohio River Valley District Superintendent, The Rev. Dr. Todd D. Anderson as he leads a
small group discussion on this study. This one hour discussion will take place each 
Thursday morning at 8am via Zoom.  It will begin on Thursday April 25th and run through
Thursday May 30th.
 
Participation is limited to the capacity of the Zoom room. Sign up here to register for the class
and receive the Zoom link.
 
You are invited to read one chapter of Paul's letter to the Galatians and a short overview each
week in preparation for the discussion.

Stories at the Intersection of Faith
and Immigration
 
Relationships matter. The conversation
between Jesus and the woman at the well
shows us the same. John's record of that
relationship in the gospel is illuminating. Jesus
met her where she was. Jesus listened to her
answers. Jesus probed the deeper intuitions
that revealed themselves. Jesus offered grace
and truth.

 
I have recently returned from a week-long immersion experience with BorderLinks in Tucson,
Arizona. The week included time with residents of Nogales and Sonora, Mexico, and time with
immigrants held in detention centers in Florence, Arizona, and time with immigrants who were
now citizens of the United States, and time with immigrants who were undocumented residents
of the United States. I learned again that relationships matter. Conclusions about policy and
directions for mission and evangelism require deeper relationships with those most affected.
 
The ECLIPSE Immigration Legal Clinics, West Ohio Immigration Task Force, and On The
Border: Immigration in an Interfaith Perspective at Miami University rely on this beginning
point. Relationships matter. 
 
In the next few weeks, News and Notes will include stories of immigrants and their
relationships with United Methodists in the Ohio River Valley District. May they help you
deepen your understanding and open you to relationships with the immigrants in your
congregation, neighborhood, and community.
 
- Pastor David Meredith

 

Prayers in the Face of Violence
Against Christian Congregations
in Louisiana and Sri Lanka
 
Tuesday, April 30th at 7:00 pm
 
Recently, three historically African-American
church buildings were burned in Louisiana.
On Easter Sunday, three churches and
congregations were bombed in Sri Lanka.
Such violence against people of faith is
always horrific and wrong.
 
People in the Ohio River Valley District have been directly affected by relationships with
persons from these communities. Furthermore, many were impacted by the anxiety that such
violence creates, grieved by the losses of lives and sacred space, and heart-sick by the
suffering caused to those injured and those left to pick-up the pieces.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-galatians
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9V3XRsm0M0c&feature=youtu.be


 
The Ohio River Valley District is sponsoring an interfaith prayer vigil on Tuesday, April 30th
from 7-8 pm at the Clifton United Methodist Church near the University of Cincinnati led by
members of the Sri Lankan community, African-American United Methodists, and interfaith
partners. Please share the word with your congregation and join the community in prayer.
Parking is available in several locations near Clifton UMC, please check the church's website
or Facebook page for details.
 
Susan Henry Crowe's statement from Church and Society also offers some powerful
reflections on the tragedy in Sri Lanka.

 

 News from the District

Spring Celebration is May 19
 
All clergy and lay persons in the Ohio River
Valley District are invited to attend our annual
Spring Celebration in recognition of retiring
clergy, candidates being ordained and
commissioned, transitioning pastors, new
pastors to our district, CLMs and more. 

Date: Sunday, May 19
Location: St. Mark's UMC
4601 Fairfield Ave, Fairfield 45014
Time: 3:00 PM

 
For anyone serving for the first time as a local
church lay member or an at-large lay member,
please plan to attend a short pre-conference
briefing from 2:15- 2:45 PM. 
Reservations are not needed for either event.

 

 Resources

 
Earth Day and Easter
 
"Even as United Methodists rejoice in Jesus' Resurrection, we know that God's creation is
experiencing an extended Good Friday. The first job description God gave to humans was to till
and keep the garden (Genesis 2:15). But those first humans quickly became distracted with a
desire for power and a need to consume beyond the limits God set for them. Now the same
systemic brokenness that damages our relationships with God and with one another also
damages our relationship with the earth." Read more via UMC Mission.

http://www.cliftonumc.com/
http://www.facebook.com/cliftonumc
https://www.umcjustice.org/articles/preview/328b7d6a-b9ea-4b77-9e7b-e088764c36f7
https://www.umcmission.org/share-our-work/news-stories/2019/april/earth-day-and-easter-what-does-resurrection-mean-for-gods-creation


Starting and Leaving Well
  

Monday May 6 @ 7 PM - 
Leaving Well at ORV Office - 

 If your church is going to experience a change
in pastoral leadership, pastors and staff parish
teams are invited to come and utilize
resources offered by Lewis Center for Church
Leadership. RSVP with Nancy.

  
Tues June 11 @ 11 AM - 2 PM and 6-9 PM
Leaving and Starting Well @ ORV Office-
 
Both "leaving" and "starting" sessions will be
offered for anyone who is experiencing a
leadership transition.

 
How Adherents and Visitors Decide

  
"A visitor may be lost, lonely, broken,
addicted, desperate, desolate, or ashamed
(even though they say they are just looking for
a friendly church). Each one is hoping to
experience Jesus the Christ as rescuer,
companion, healer, liberator, promise keeper,
guide, or priest appropriate to their
need....They are seeking a community in
which balance and harmony, not crisis and
conflict, are the norms. They do not require
agreement, but they insist on respect. "

 
These are some interesting words from Ministry Matters on how visitors decide on a church
community, and by extension, how they might respond to decisions about the future of the
denomination. This article, How Adherents and Visitors Decide, is part of a longer Stay or
Go series discussing the denomination's future around inclusion of LGBTQ persons. 
Read more via Ministry Matters.

 Educational Opportunities

This Saturday: "We Can't Talk About That at Church!"
 At the ORV and Online

 

 

How do we create authentic places for people
to talk about "it."  You know... those topics that
we've been told not to talk about.
 
This training provides participants skills and
tools for holding courageous, inclusive
conversations around painful, polarizing, and
isolating topics and experiences. Participants
receive detailed guidance for structuring
conversations, developing organizational
readiness, and preparing to bring people
together to overcome their pain, shame, and
stigma. We can be authentic and be okay with
each other's current and past experiences.
 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9575/stay-or-go-how-adherents-and-visitors-decide?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Stay%20or%20Go%3F%20How%20adherents%20and%20visitors%20decide&utm_campaign=MM%20Newsletter%20040319


This training will be available in person
and online. Our friends Reba Collins, Kathi
Herington, and Kathy Kaufman will facilitate
the in-person session at the ORV office.
 
Read more and register on the West Ohio
Conference Website or get the flyer here.

 
 

Next Teaching Tuesday:
 
April 30: 11:30 AM and 4 PM
Financial ABCs: best practices for audits, budgets, compensation
and beyond. 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR: Mr. Bill Brownson

 Learn best practices for local church finance and administration
activities. Topics will include annual budgeting, including for
clergy compensation; prudent financial controls, risk management
considerations and building use policies. Plenty of time will be
built in to answer questions not included in the presentation.

 

Other upcoming opportunities:

- May 7:  Collaborative Partnerships, Ecumenical Ministry, and Interfaith Community Activities

- May 14: Let the Children Come - A Look at Discipleship

- September 10: The Inn at St. Paul Community UMC - Embracing a Refugee Family

 
Register now online!

Fresh Expression Workshop
Tuesday, May 7th from 6:30 to 8:30 PM

Colorful Cupboard Arts Studio at 950 Ohio Pike/SR 125, Withamsville, 45245, OH. 
 

In this workshop, you'll learn how to launch a
Fresh Expression ministry in gathering places
in your neighborhood.  Taught by Rev.
Jonathan Kollmann.

  
After Jonathan's presentation, you will have
an opportunity to experience a Fresh
Expression painting worship service with Lora
and Charla the owners of the studio.  This
event is limited to 37 painting participants. 
However, if you want to just
observe Colorful Cupboard Arts can
accommodate.  Refreshments will be
provided. To RSVP call 513-888-2770  

 

 
Fresh Expressions: Dinner Church Encounters 
Tuesday May 21 at Faith Community UMC
 

https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/mission-and-justice/conference/event/we-cant-talk-about-church
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/39deee10-e87d-4857-ba04-da0902bcf3b9.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUIyw7dLoP0&feature=youtu.be


A Dinner Church Encounter is a 1-day training
event, beginning with the rich theological history of
the dinner church vision, and progresses throughout
the day toward more practical insights that would
enable a leader or group to imagine hosting a
Dinner Church in their town. The training day
includes light refreshments in the morning, lunch
and light refreshments in the afternoon. 
Get tickets via Eventbrite and  spread the word via
Facebook.
 

EXPLORE Faith Launch 
at Ohio Wesleyan

 June 9-15, 2019
  

Applications Due May 15
  

This is your call to EXPLORE your Christian
life.  Launch your faith forward with other high
school juniors and seniors for seven days on a
university campus.  Come experience
theological study in a college classroom
setting; serve in the community with different
segments of society; and discover God's
presence in your life through time in the
outdoors. Read more via OWU.edu

 

Explore Faith Institute 2018
 

 

 Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Clergy Spouses Group, 
 Gathering - April 25

Elizabethtown UMC,
 Board Game Night - April 27

 

Hamilton First, Salad
 Lunch  April 30

Hyde Park Community UMC, 
 Conversation & Concert - May 3

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dinner-church-encounter-cincinnati-oh-tickets-59081951708?aff=efbeventtix&fbclid=IwAR3-8StWeqnfzr_agQvHbCkVJlpJWbXsfbC9P1tBxYKhSSSvepcWbTxen54
https://www.facebook.com/events/366210587562049/
https://www.owu.edu/about/offices-services-directory/office-of-university-chaplain/explore-institute/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDFT-uvzDNQ
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/clergy-spouse-gathering
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/board-game-night
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/salad-lunch-0
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/conversation-and-concert


McGonigle Millville UMC, Fried 
 Chicken Dinner & Silent Auction - May 4

Mt Healthy UMC, May the Fourth
 be with you Fundraiser - May 4

 

Hartzell UMC, Salad Bar 
 Luncheon & Crafts- May 15

Faith Community UMC, Dinner 
 Church Encounter - May 21

 

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/respond to an ad
 Westwood UMC - Student Ministry Team Leader    Submit your own ad 
 Sharonville UMC - Youth Leader: Creative & Performing Arts  

The Park @ Zoar UMC - Sunday School Coordinator
 

 
North Bend UMC - Choir Director/Pianist  
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Children's Program Assistant  
Clifton UMC - Director Music Ministry with Children & Youth  
Hyde Park Community UMC - Director of Youth & College Ministry

 
 

Transforming Jail Ministries - Office Manager  
 
Items needed and available:  
Wesley Chapel Mission Center: Wanted! Supplies, Games, DVDs

 State Avenue UMC: Wanted! ---
 

1). Basic sound system or microphone and Bluetooth speaker 
 2). 15 age-appropriate Bibles for ages K-6 and 15 age-appropriate Bibles for middle school. 

 3) Musicians for worship on Sundays from 11:15 am - 12:15 pm.  
 

 A Call to Prayer

 

 

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/fried-chicken-dinner-silent-auction
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/may-fourth-be-you
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/salad-bar-luncheon-and-crafts-0
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/district/ohiorivervalley/event/dinner-church-encounter
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting


Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
 
Rev. Ronald Ricard, who died Thursday, April 11, 2019. He was a retired pastor from The
West Ohio Conference who served Hepburn Charge; Sandusky Columbus Ave.; Sidney,
Memorial; Lima, Forest Park; and Fairborn appointments. He is survived by his
wife, Marvalene. A Celebration of Life Service will be held Friday, May 17, 2019 at 2:00 pm at
First United Methodist Church in Bowling Green, Ohio. Visitation will be held that afternoon
from 1:00 pm until the start of the service. Memorial contributions may be given in his memory
to First United Methodist Church in Bowling Green, United Theological Seminary in Dayton,
Ohio or the Heifer Project in Perryville, Arkansas. To read his obituary and leave condolences
online click here.

Ohio River Valley District of the UMC, 7388 E Kemper Road,
Suite 1, Cincinnati, OH 45249
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