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ORV Youth Leaders Retreat
 

Recently, several of our youth leaders gathered at the Jesuit Retreat Center in Milford, OH.
The goal was to refresh and replenish, and to connect with each other and with Jesus in new
ways. This is part of a new effort in the ORV District for youth leaders to support each other
and exchange ideas for powerful, relational ministry.
 

https://youtu.be/Vg-B-2oFe8c


Check out the ORV Youth Leaders Facebook group here, 
or talk to Benji Sayre or Brent Dearnell to learn more.

 District News

Clergy County Coffee Conversations with Todd and Suzanne
  

 

Last year's Clergy Coffee Conversations were
an excellent opportunity for fellowship and
nourishment (and if you need a reminder,
check out the video!)

  
These gatherings for active and retired
pastors are going on now!

  
Sign up for one here!

Thursday April 26 @ 10 AM
Panera, 1066 OH-28, Milford (Clermont County)

 
Monday April 30 @ 1:30 PM

Jen's Deli, 28 W Main, Wilmington (Clinton County)
 

Tuesday May 1 @ 1:30 PM
Lot No. 1, 9 E. Main St, Lebanon (Warren County)

Celebrating The Resurrection Throughout Eastertide
 
The miracle of the Resurrection and the joy of Easter ought to be celebrated throughout the
entire liturgical year! Throughout April, we are highlighting different Easter celebrations
throughout the ORV District. Featured below are some pictures of Okeana UMC's festivities:
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/215120445730128/
mailto:benjisayre@wesleyuc.org
mailto:brent.dearnell@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/GAOwXfN9ZVs
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-county1


    

 

 

ERT Help Needed
 
We are still looking for someone to help
transport flood buckets from the Foothills
District to our ORV Storage Sites! There are
360 buckets waiting to be delivered to our
storage sites (including Newtown, Christ the
Prince of Peace, Bethel) If you can help,
please reach out to the District Office or to
Pam Follmer: 513.539.8691
or pfollmer@cinci.rr.com.

Thank you for your support of Wesley Education Center at last week's silent auction! Among
others we caught representatives from Hyde Park Community, St. Paul Community, Church of
the Saviour, New Vision, Forest Chapel, Gaines, and The District Mission Foundation enjoying
a great dinner and fellowship, participating in the silent auction, and hearing a great speaker.
 

  

  

https://youtu.be/_-JyQKis5oU
mailto:pfollmer@cinci.rr.com


  
 

Spring Celebration
Tuesday May 22, 7 PM
at St. Paul Community UMC (Madeira)
 
The theme for this year's Spring
Celebration and Annual Conference
briefing is: "Seasons of Ministry",
as we celebrate the different ways
we all, clergy and laity, live out the
priesthood of all believers.
 
All are welcome! Mark your calendars!
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  Conference Wide News

Light the Way and New Church Starts
  

Brad Aycock shared on his Facebook about some of our newest churches that opened earlier
this month. Check out the video here!

  

Engage Newark: An Introduction
 
"Giving thanks this morning for the people of West Ohio and celebrating your prayers and
support in launching the conference's 5th new UMC campus yesterday in the past 6 months.
After a week that saw Engage Newark serve hundreds of people through their #Lovethe43055
event, they had their grand opening yesterday and welcomed 150 people in worship! This is a
great start to a very innovative model! Way to go Dave Warner and team! Thankful for your
faithfulness to the mission. So much more to this story in the making. Every number has a

https://vimeo.com/262691371


name, every name has a story, and every story matters to Jesus! Please see the awesome
video above to learn more about Engage. #LightTheWay " - Brad Aycock

 

 

Immigration Simulation Offered at Annual
Conference

  
This year at Annual Conference, you are
invited to a simulation experience about the
United States immigration process. This is an
opportunity to see and understand what some
of our brothers and sisters who are
immigrants and refugees go through in their
journey. Following the simulation, we will have
a time of lunch and fellowship with immigrants
who are members of our church community
and listen to their stories.

 

We hope to discover through experience and conversation the heart of God for the immigrant,
so that we may begin to reflect God's heart in the world. The experience will be held Tuesday,
June 5, 12:00-1:30 pm in Drackett Hall North at Lakeside. Registration is required here.

 

 

Bishop Palmer Way Forward Meeting
 
Tomorrow morning, April 18, in Columbus at
Worthington UMC, Bishop Palmer will be
meeting with Reconciling United Methodists to
discuss the upcoming Council of Bishops
meeting and recommendations from the
Commission on the Way Forward.
 
This meeting is open to Reconciling United
Methodists from all of West Ohio. Please pray
for fruitful conversation as the United
Methodist Church discerns how to best follow
the movement of the Holy Spirit.
 

Stay tuned for news on the Bishop visiting our District - he has visited several others
and is planning a stop in the ORV after Annual Conference.
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 April 23: Fifty Years of the UMC!

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/immigration-simulation-lunch


 

Happy 50th Anniversary Church!
 
Next Monday, April 23rd, marks the 50th anniversary of the creation of The United Methodist
Church.
 
As a way of marking this significant date, Bishop Palmer has invited us to do two things:
1. To spend some focused time in prayer -

 -Praising God for the Church
 -Thanking God for The United Methodist Church

 -Confessing to God our "failure to be an obedient church"
 -Seeking God's missional will for The United Methodist Church (local, regional, national,

global)
 
2. For every United Methodist church building in West Ohio to be open for at least one hour on
the 23rd with a designated place for people to pray. If your church facility can be open for this
purpose for more than one hour, please do so.
 
As a district we want to lift up this invitation and invite you to not only open your own church for
prayer during the day, but to join us at the district office (7388 E. Kemper Rd. Cincinnati,
Ohio) or by Facebook live as we begin a time of prayer Monday at 4:23pm, representing
the date of the forming of the church.
 
During this time we will pray in the district office; we will join in prayer in the Brecon UMC
church sanctuary; and we will pray on the front steps of the church, looking outward, praying
for positive impact of the UMC on the community and the world.
 
Following our time of prayer, we will plant a tree on the Brecon UMC property to give thanks for
our United Methodist Heritage and God's faithfulness over the past 50 years and as a sign of
hope for the future of the United Methodist Church.
 
We encourage you to have a similar
celebration and tree planting on your church
property sometime between now and Heritage
Sunday, May 20th, which coincides with
Pentecost Sunday.

  
The ORV District has made arrangements
with Greenfield Plant Farm to provide high
quality trees at a reduced cost. They will also
deliver and plant them for an additional fee. In

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/pray-church-april-23rd


addition, we are offering to put $50 toward the
cost of your church's tree as a way of
celebrating the ministry of your local church
and investing in your future. You can find
more information about the kinds of trees that
are available and their cost here..

Please contact the district office for more information.
 
We're glad to be celebrating 50 Years with You!

Educational Opportunities

April 24 #TeachingTuesday
Evangelism in a world that's not looking

for Jesus.
 

We live in a world where religion and church
are no longer automatic 
value adds in people's minds, a world that
has grown skeptical of the effectiveness of
organized religion and has learned to live in a
"post-Christian" era.   

 
So how do we fulfill the Great Commission in a world that isn't looking for Jesus? We'll explore
the 3 most important questions to ask if we want to introduce people to a Savior they aren't
really sure exists. Sign up here!
 

 

 
We've Still Got Space for You & Your Team!
 
"Most of us are deployed to serve existing congregations, many of which are in decline.
However, fresh expressions give us a vehicle to break down the wall of the gated community.
They provide a mechanism to transform a walled city into a missional outpost. A fresh
expression forces a congregation to look outside itself. It breaks us open and reconfigures our
soul in such a way that it touches our community again." 
- Rev. Michael Beck, Fresh Expressions US Trainer

http://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/412cbf97-fbd3-419e-942b-55138b8130c1.docx
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teaching


 
Come find out more about being the mission-shaped church.
All of West Ohio is welcome! Please help us get the word out.
 
You can learn more about the Vision Days and register here:
 https://freshexpressionsus.org/WestOhioVisionDays/
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 Summer Opportunities

 
 

 

EXPLORE Faith and Theology Institute
June 10-17, 2018

 
Explore faith, service, and calling at Ohio
Wesleyan University by joining other high

school juniors and seniors for seven days of
spiritual growth and theological exploration.

 
Learn more here.

 Calling All Youth Leaders!

There's still time to register!
 There is a joint Miami Valley/Ohio River Valley event at the end of April:

 Saturday, April 28, 2018 9:00AM - 4:00PM Centerville UMC 
  

Cost is $35 and includes lunch, supplies and background screening
  

Centerville UMC 63 E Franklin Street Centerville, OH 45459 
 Trainer: Rebecca Hug 

 Cost: $35-includes lunch, supplies and background screening. 
  

This VIM Team Leader training will focus on: 
 * Selecting a Mission Project for Youth 

 * Identifying UMVIM Mission Locations for Minors 
 * How to include families in Team Trainings and fundraising 

 * Safe Sanctuaries, Forms, and understanding "Loco Parentis" 
 * Communication with the Family- Before, During and After 

 * Youth Storytelling after the mission experience

https://freshexpressionsus.org/WestOhioVisionDays/
https://mailchi.mp/22aad611d7b0/explore-faith-and-theology-institute-june-2018


 * How to incorporate the mission experience into ongoing ministry
  

Get the newly updated flyer here!
 Go to westohioumc.org/VIM to register! 
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Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Wesley Chapel Mission Center,
Family Reunion - April 20-22

Henderson Settlement, 
Living with Dementia - April 27

McGonigle Millville UMC,
 Fried Chicken Dinner & Silent Auction -

April 28

Forest Chapel UMC,
Uniting Communities through Prayer - May 3

Classified Ads

Paid & unpaid job openings:
UM Financial Credit Union: Accountant
Loveland UMC: Music Director
Hartzell UMC: Director of Worship
Transforming Jail Ministries: Board Member

 New Life Furniture Bank: Movers and Drivers
Faith Community UMC: Director of Children's Ministry
UMCFood Ministry: Americorps Workers
Williamsburg UMC: Music Director
Lindenwald UMC: Administrative Secretary/Office Manager
Monroe UMC: Director of Youth Ministries
West Ohio Conference: Controller
Hyde Park Community UMC: Full-time Director of Administration
 
View classifieds ads
Submit a classified ad

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
 
Rev. Harold Springer who died Tuesday, March 13. He was a retired West Ohio pastor who
served Center-Union Circuit; Griffin-Locust Circuit; Trinity Catawba-Nation Chapel; East Liberty
Church (Zanesfield). Additionally, he worked for 40 years in hospital
administration. Obituary. Preceding Harold in death was his wife, Kathryn (Kitty). A graveside
service was held March 16 at Lakeview Cemetery in Victoria, Virginia. Memorial gifts may be

http://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/5fd7879e-eb3d-45d1-9f7d-7d6c34f8a9ae.pdf
http://www.westohioumc.org/VIM
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/family-reunion
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/living-dementia-challenges-and-opportunities
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/fried-chicken-dinner-silent-auction
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/uniting-communities-through-prayer
http://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
http://www.orvumc.org/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-posting
http://www.clarkefh.com/harold_e_springer/view/5038/reverend_harold_eugene_springer


made to Victoria UMC, 1906 Lee St, Victoria, VA 23974 or Lunenburg County Ministries, 207
S. Broad St. Kenbridge, VA. 23944. Online condolences will reach the family
at www.clarkefh.com.

Rev. Joseph Chrisman who died Monday, April 9. He was an Associate Member of West
Ohio Conference. He served Holgate/Pleasant Bend; Wapakoneta First; Tedrow/Wauseon Zion
Charge; Defiance Trinity; Mt Blanchard and Bremen. Surviving him in death are his wife, Billie
"Bo" Chrisman. Joseph's  memorial service was held Friday at the Bremen United Methodist
Church and donations may be made in his memory to the church, 205 Walnut St, Bremen, OH
43107. To view his obituary and leave condolences online click here.

Rev. Dr. H. Douglas (Doug) Shriner who died Tuesday, April 10, 2018. Doug was retired from
West Ohio and serving St. Paul UMC in Stoutsville. He also served appointments
at Middletown Faith; New Lebanon; Waverly Grace; Dayton Fairview; Celina St Paul's and
Reynoldsburg. Surviving Doug in death is his wife, Donna. Visitation will be held at the Dwayne
R. Spence Funeral Home & Crematory in Canal Winchester on Saturday, April 21 at 1pm. His
memorial service will follow at 3pm. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Doug's
memory to St. Paul UMC, 22976 Ringgold Southern Road, Stoutsville, OH 43154. View his
obituary and leave your condolences by clicking here. 
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