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Save the Date : Sunday October 3
World Communion and Abundant Fruit Celebration
Mark your calendars for 12:30 PM on Sunday, October 3rd.
We will host a Zoom meeting where all of our Ohio River Valley District churches are
invited to be at table together.
We will celebrate World Communion Sunday together, with technology enabling a visible
sign of the Holy Spirit’s unifying presence across the connection.
The gathering will last less than half an hour.
Can’t be there at 12:30?
The video will be re-broadcast on Facebook later that afternoon, along with our Abundant
Fruit video highlighting the ministries of grant recipients.
Please let us know if you will be joining us at 12:30.
RSVP via SignUpGenius
and then save the Zoom link for Sunday October 3rd!

This Thursday:
Safety Webinar from Methodist Theological School
How can pastors keep the faith while keeping
congregations and communities safe? A multi-professional
panel offers responses to the COVID-19 pandemic through
scientific, social and pastoral lenses.
Read and share the flyer here for more info.
This free Zoom event will take place at 7 pm on Thursday, Sept. 16. Registration
required, click here.

September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month
September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month in
Ohio. The Ohio Department of Mental Health and
Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) is pleased to join
Governor Mike DeWine, RecoveryOhio and our other
partners in raising awareness on this stigmatized, and
often taboo, topic. There are an average of 131
suicides each day in America. Suicide is the second
leading cause of death among Ohioans ages 10-34
and the fourth leading cause of death among Ohioans ages 45-54. Although more women
than men attempt suicide, men are nearly four times more likely to die by suicide, and
Black men have the fastest growing suicide rate. The most recent data compiled in Ohio
indicates more than 1,800 Ohioans died by suicide in 2019, or five people every day, and
suicide now accounts for 65 percent of the state’s violent deaths.
Suicide is preventable, and the State of Ohio is committed to the goal of reducing suicide
until not one life is lost. That work includes reducing stigma, promoting education, and
increasing awareness of resources and programs to lessen the risk of suicide.
The Suicide Prevention Plan for Ohio is a statewide effort to guide Ohio’s suicide
prevention efforts, developed by a diverse group voices across the state - most
importantly those of affected families and suicide survivors – to mobilize our work to
support the mental health and wellbeing of every Ohioan.
Additional Resources:
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1.800.273.TALK (8255)
Veterans Crisis Line: 1-800-273-8255, Option 1
Ohio Crisis Text Line: Text the keyword 4HOPE to 741 741
Ohio CareLine: 1.800.720.9616
https://suicideprevention.ohio.gov/
https://mha.ohio.gov/Families-Children-and-Adults/Suicide-Prevention
https://www.ohiospf.org/
https://heyimhere.org/
https://www.withyouhere.org/
https://bepresentohio.org/
https://afsp.org/
https://www.sprc.org/
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/promote-national-suicide-prevention-month/

Racial Justice Task Force Updates:
Justice Ministry to Host Book Discussion on 9/20
The Justice Ministry of Hyde Park Community UMC will
serve as host for a virtual book discussion on September 20
from 6:00 to 8:00 PM as part of the YWCA’s “Real Reads”
program. This fall the YW has identified Richard Rothstein’s
enlightening book, The Color of Law, for the community
reading program.
Please find a copy and join us for the
discussion of Rothstein’s book which
explores how federal, state & local housing
policies mandated segregation and
undermined the ability of Black families to
own homes and build wealth. You are
encouraged to join in whether you have read the entire book or not. The session will be led
by experienced YWCA facilitators.
If you have not read the book or would like a refresher on some of the major points, Mr.
Rothstein narrates a video called Segregated by Design which can be found at https://
www.segregatedbydesign.com/
Please plan to join us on Monday evening, September 20. Here is the Zoom link to join
the discussion. Zoom Link for Sept 20 Book Discussion.

Educational Opportunities

Bishop Palmer's Fall Leadership Clinics include visits from Nadia Bolz-Weber (Sept
17), Beth Comstock (Oct 14), and Jemar Tisby (Nov 9) Register via WestOhioUMC.org

Safe Sanctuaries
Over the past several months we’ve had countless
questions from local churches regarding Safe Sanctuaries
policies. We love questions! Questions mean people are
talking about their policies. As churches prepare for charge
conference season, it is vitally important to review policies
around Safe Sanctuaries.
Jesus cared about the vulnerable among us. Scriptures are filled with stories of how Jesus
cared for children, elderly, those in poverty, immigrants, people in prison, widows,
orphans, and people with physical and mental illness. However, none of these stories end
with just showing compassion – there is always a call for us to do the same. Regardless
of size, every local church should have policies in place that keep the vulnerable safe.
The intent of any Safe Sanctuaries policy should be to:
· Prevent abuse from happening in our churches
· Create space where children, youth, and vulnerable adults can feel safe in disclosing
abuse

· Protect the volunteers and employees who minister to vulnerable populations.
Reviewing Safe Sanctuaries policies may seem like a small detail; however, not attending
to it leaves everyone more vulnerable and the local church liable.
There are several resources to help local churches develop or review Safe Sanctuaries
policies on the West Ohio website. All month long our Safe Sanctuaries trainers will be
sharing some of the best practices in developing policies for local contexts. Between now
and then, if you need additional support or have other questions, contact us by emailing
SafeSanctuaries@wocumc.org. Learn more via WestOhioUMC.org here

Grant Opportunities
2022 Local Church Grant Application Now Open!
What would you do if money wasn’t a constraint in your
ministry? What is the world’s “deep need that connects to
your deep joy”?
As you are trusting God and planning for new opportunities
for continuing ministry in 2022, The Ohio River Valley
District Mission Foundation is here to support you financially and your District and Annual
Conference staff are here to support you in leading ministries that transform the world for
Jesus Christ!
We are offering grant funding to local churches in 5 Strategic Areas in 2022 including:
New and Emerging Ministries
Adaptive Ministry Grants
Social Justice Grants
Ministry with Young People
Mission Outreach
We will receive grant applications through Monday October 4, 2021.
Please contact Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen ( sallen@wocumc.org) with any questions or to
discuss ideas.
Find the Grant Application as either a PDF or Word document on our ORV website.

Additional Resources
Festival of Sharing: Saturday Sept 18
The 2021 Festival of Sharing is this Saturday, September 18
at Otterbein University in Westerville. Thank you so much for
once again making kits for Church World Service to help
those in need in Ohio and around the world.
Tomorrow CWS representatives will be in the ORV collecting
your kits that were dropped off at Hamilton First, Hartzell,
Lebanon and Westwood United Methodist Churches. Thank
you for serving as a kit collection site!
We hope to have a report next week with the number of kits that were made by the
churches in our district. If you didn't get a chance to make any kits but still want to help
out, they also accept monetary contributions. Click here to donate now. More information
about the Festival of Sharing can be found at fosohio.org.

Local Church and Ministry Partner Events

Mt Moriah UMC
Vendor, Arts & Craft Fair
October 2
Click here for more details

Family Promise of Butler County
Keeping the Promise Fundraiser
October 14
Click here for more details

Classifieds
Paid and unpaid job openings:
Part-time Custodian - Anderson Hills UMC
Tech Support - Milford Calvary UMC
Director of Family & Student Ministry - John Wesley UMC
Youth Director, Preschool teachers, Administrative
Assistant- Armstrong Chapel UMC
Daycare Assistant Teachers - Milford First UMC
Board of Directors - Wesley Education Center
Worship Arts & Traditional Worship Director, Contemporary
Worship Coordinator, A/V Multimedia Technician, Preschool Lead & Assistant Teacher St Paul Community UMC
Items needed and available:
Free! - Baldwin Cherry Acrosonic Piano
$699 - OKI 3537 Copier, Batavia Faith UMC
Free! - Prefilled communion cups
Free! - Clergy robes in white and gray
Free! - Three large speakers, Milford First UMC
Free or Donation - Piano, church member in Mason
Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified

