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Praying For Our Churches

For many years, the staff of the Ohio River Valley
District has purposely taken time each week of the
year to pray for specific churches. During the month
of March we are praying for the following
congregations, pastors and church ministries. We
know that God is doing a good work within you - you
are transforming lives and communities with God’s
love and grace. And we trust that the love of God,
the grace of Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy
Spirit will fill you and sustain you.

Week of March 6
Lytle - Pastor Brian Blankenship / PPRC Chair Ted Richardson
Northern Hills – Pastor Seth Lindemann / PPRC Chair David Beverly

Week of March 13
Epiphany – Pastors Kathy Currier and Scott Russ / PPRC Chair Khloe Broelmann
Richland – Pastor Mark Zender / PPRC Chair Austin Zwoll

Week of March 20
Clough – Pastors Paula Stewart and Jennifer Burns / PPRC Chair Irene Linton
Union Chapel – Pastor Mark DeYoung / PPRC Chair Jeff Conarroe

Week of March 27
Eden Chapel – Pastor Jackie Apted / PPRC Chair Margaret Schott
Springboro First – Pastor Joe Royer / PPRC Chair Dave Ball

From United Methodist News:

"Citing long wait times for visas, General
Conference organizers announced that The
United Methodist Church’s top lawmaking
assembly — long postponed by pandemic
— must wait until 2024.

“The visa issue is a reality that is simply
outside our control as we seek to achieve a
reasonable threshold of delegate presence
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and participation. Ultimately our decision reflects the hope that 2024 will afford greater
opportunity for global travel and a higher degree of protection for the health and safety of
delegates and attendees.'" Read the full UM News article here.

Bishop Palmer's Response: "Breathe. Stay On Mission. Be Not Afraid." Read here.

Registration is now open for Clergy Session which will
be held virtually on Tuesday, May 10. This event is only
for Clergy Members and Members of the Conference
Board of Ordained Ministry. 

Registration for Annual Conference is also open. This
year, it is necessary for clergy to register for both the Clergy Session and Annual
Conference to ensure your ability to vote. Registration closes April 20. Register for
Clergy Session Here

Annual Conference is coming soon. Would you
be willing to serve?

 
The Ohio River Valley District is in need of 81
members of local churches to be at-large members
to the West Ohio Annual Conference as part of a
balancing formula prescribed by our United
Methodist Book of Discipline. Would you be willing to

participate in the community and decision making of the 53rd Session of the West Ohio
Annual Conference taking place VIRTUALLY June 3-4, 2022? The theme Bishop Palmer
has chosen is BECOMING based on 1 John 3:2.
 
To balance the ORV District at-large membership we need people who fall into the
following categories:

Ethnicity: African American, Asian/Pacific Islander, Caucasian/European, Multi-
Cultural/Global, Native American, Spanish/Hispanic/Latino
Age: Confirmed to 35 (20%), 36-55, 56-70, over 70
Church: Various sizes and locations

 
If your schedule allows you to serve as an at-large member this year, we would like you to
complete an application so that we may better fulfill the West Ohio Conference's balancing
formula.

Click here to complete the online application
Click here to print and complete a paper copy. Please fax to 513.421.2058, scan and
email it to nnewton@wocumc.org, or mail it to 7388 E. Kemper Rd, Suite 1, Cincinnati,
45249.
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Saturday March 19th
Discipleship Day - Registration Now Open

“You Can’t Delete A Memory:
Strategies for Overcoming Life’s Hurts”

Just announced: Peter Matthews will be our keynote speaker!

Peter Matthews, a native of Cincinnati, Ohio and a graduate of Denison University and
Princeton Theological Seminary. Peter also graduated from the University of Geneva,
Switzerland’s master’s program in ecumenism with the World Council of Churches, where
he was the first African American to receive its Master’s of Ecumenism degree.

Peter Matthews is a much sought-after author and speaker who has preached, lectured,
or keynoted extensively throughout the United States, India, Jamaica, England,
Switzerland, The Democratic Republic of the Congo, and South Africa over the past two
decades. A reoccurring guest contributor to the Huffington Post, he also is the co-founder
of the Global Village, a Methodist church collective of seven churches from which he
secured more than $500,000 to initiate creative solutions to persistent problems in critical
core urban areas.

Currently, Peter is the lead pastor for McKinley United Methodist Church and the inaugural
executive director of the Dayton Equity Center. The center, Dayton’s leading faith-based
social incubator, is McKinley’s social service agency that serves more than 3,500 persons
annually (including having tested more than 2000 persons for COVID 19 in 2020)
alongside the University of Dayton, the Urban League, Primary Health Solutions,
Roosevelt Elementary School, Ebenezer Healthcare, Procter and Gamble, City Wide
Development Corporation, West Dayton Strong, and Sinclair Community College. The
Dayton Daily News newspaper honored him in December of 2020 with front page article
and called him one of the city’s 10 points of inspiration for the year.
--

It’s true. You can’t delete a memory. But you can understand where the hurt comes from,
how it affects you, and how it flows through you to others. We are excited about this
upcoming ORV Discipleship training, in partnership with the Anti-Racism Task Force, on
hurt in systemic ways, as well as in our individual lives, as we discover strategies for
overcoming life’s hurts. Let’s press on toward being better followers of Jesus as we
discover and explore hurt with our keynote speaker Josephine Whitley-Fields, a retired
Elder and the author of “Pioneer Black Clergywomen: Stories of Black Clergywomen of the
United Methodist Church” and countless workshops and a panel discussion as we explore
hurt.

Join us on Saturday, March 19th at 9am-12pm through a virtual training. Register Here

Help get the word out and share the Facebook event here.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-discipleship
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Last Call For Denman Evangelism Award

Dear Colleagues in Ministry,
 
The year 2022 is upon us, and in a few short months, so
too will be our West Ohio Annual Conference! With that in
mind, we are asking you to consider if you know a clergy
person, lay person, or youth who should be nominated for
the Harry Denman Evangelism Award.
The Denman Award honors United Methodists in each
annual conference whose exceptional ministry in
evangelism brings people into a life transforming
relationship with Jesus Christ.
 

The Denman Award nominations form can be found here.
 
Nomination forms are due by March 15 to mgrace@wocumc.org or by mailing to
West Ohio Conference, Attn. Mariellyn Grace, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH
43085. The West Ohio Extended Cabinet and other staff members will make
determinations by the end of April. Recipients will be notified by early May and will be
recognized around the time of Annual Conference.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
In Ministry with You,
Dee Stickley-Miner

Administrative Resources

Committee-Driven Annual Reports due June 1
 
Church leadership, it is time to begin completing the
committee-driven annual reports, which are on June 1,
2022. These include:
 

Trustees: Trustee Legal & Property Report and
Parsonage Inspection, if applicable
Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee: Local Church Pastor Self-Assessment,
West Ohio Conference SPRC Pastoral Assessment Form, and SMART Goal
Formation Guide
Finance Committee: 2021 Fund Balance Report (Audit)
Church Historian: Local Church History Report

 
You can find links and instructions for completing these forms here.
 
We hope that by having a standardized reporting due date across committees and
throughout the conference it will make it easier for our churches to care for completing
these important reports. The ORV Office will soon be sending out information to these
respective committee chairpersons. Note that online submission of these forms is
preferred when possible. Contact Nancy Newton with any questions that you have.

2021 Annual Statistical Report Due March 18

Please work with your Leadership Teams to ensure that
your church's statistical report is complete and uploaded to
the GCFA/Ezra website. If you need assistance, please
contact the District Office or reach out to Jack Frost at the
Conference Office (jfrost@wocumc.org).
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These figures are important for accurately calculating each church's apportionments. Your
prompt attention to this data is appreciated!

2022 Youth Summer Mission
and Spiritual Development Trip
Last Call For Grant Applications

Applications Due March 14

Dear Youth Leaders,

We know that this season has been one of
continuously adapting to the challenges brought
about by Covid-19. Covid has made it all the more
clear how much youth long for and need the connections to God and each other that
church, youth group, and mission trips offer. Covid has also made it clear how much
disparity and need there is in our world.

Each of you will be called to do something a little different that suits your group, your
context, and the need that God has put on your heart. Regardless of what it is, we want
you to know that the ORV is here to support you. We are still offering the $1,000 youth
mission and spiritual development grants. We are doing so with an expanded
understanding of what a ‘youth summer trip’ means.

I encourage you to dream, pray, and think in bold and creative ways about how to engage
youth in mission, service, and spiritual growth safely this summer. If you’d like ideas on
how to be involved with our local mission partners or smaller rural churches, please reach
out. I’d love to share ideas and resources from across the district with you.

Blessings!
Rev. Suzanne Allen

Get your application here.

Find other grant forms and materials, including a video guide to grant writing,
on the ORV District website.

Resources

Leadership Training Day Recordings Now Available!
 

If you weren't able to attend the recent Leadership Training
Days across the conference (or if you want to re-watch a
seminar you attended), access is now available on West
Ohio's new training platform. You will receive access to:
 
·    Bishop Palmer's Welcome Video
·    4 Keynote Addresses 
·    4 Administrative Committee Trainings
·    32 workshops that were presented across the four regions.
 
Follow the instructions below. If you need assistance, please call the district office.
 
Instructions to Access the West Ohio Conference Learning Platform:

Go to https://westohioumc.newzenler.com/ and click on Leadership Training day and enroll
in whatever region you would like...or all four if you select the bundle!

You will be prompted to create an account (it's free!) and then you will be able to access

https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/7f9b20e1-0698-4722-8bfc-d66e0f0d43eb.docx
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the recordings. Contact Nancy Newton if you are having trouble.

Educational Opportunities

ORV Lay Servant Ministries Advanced Core Course -
Life Together In The UM Connection (Polity)
 
Sunday, March 27 - 6:00pm to Sunday, April 3 - 9:00pm

Life Together in the United Methodist Connection gives
participants an overview of the structure and organization
of The United Methodist Church. A copy of the 2016 Book
of Discipline is recommended for this course.

What we believe about God and God’s relation to the
world shapes who we are and how we organize our
church. The Method of Our Mission, especially written for United Methodist classes, uses
a Wesleyan theological frame to help readers understand United Methodism’s principles
and structure, and the relationship between our beliefs, mission, and practice. The book is
arranged into four parts—United Methodist beliefs, mission, practice, and organization.

This LSM core advanced course is being offered via Zoom on the following dates/times
(you must attend all 3 classes):
·    Sunday, March 27 (6:00 – 9:00 PM)
·    Wednesday, March 30 (6:00 – 9:00 PM)
·    Sunday, April 3 (6:00 – 9:00 PM)

Register Here

Bishop Gregory Palmer’s Leadership Clinics are live, online opportunities to give you
access to leadership insights from local, national, and global leaders. When we focus on
growing our leadership skills for positive kingdom influence, we can strengthen
relationships and maximize the church’s impact, leading to transformation in our
communities. We hope you’ll join Bishop Palmer and his guests for these live, interactive
monthly Leadership Clinics.

If you’re not able to attend the live, virtual event, your registration will still get you 30-day
access to the recording, as well as an invitation to Bishop’s Huddle-Up.

 New for 2022! Each clinic includes an additional follow-up zoom discussion with Bishop
Palmer - "Bishop's Huddle-up" at a later day/time.

Each clinic also includes a free book from the author.

Special Package Pricing: $75 for All Three Clinics- Register By Friday

Next Clinic: March 16 - Laura van Dernoot Lipsky
“Navigating Life Amidst Overwhelming Times:
Trauma, Crises, and Really, Really Hard Days”

mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org
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Laura van Dernoot Lipsky is the founder and director of
The Trauma Stewardship Institute and author of Trauma
Stewardship and The Age of Overwhelm. In her training,
she will offer practical tools to help us sustain, individually
and collectively, in the face of trauma, secondary trauma
and overwhelm. Whether you are in vocational ministry or
serving as a layperson, we will discuss what the
consequences are as well as strategies for sustaining ourselves and each other. Widely
recognized as a pioneer in the field of trauma exposure, Laura has worked locally,
nationally, and internationally for more than three decades in the area of trauma. Much of
her work is being invited to assist in the aftermath of catastrophes. Register here.

Bishop’s Huddle-Up (a time to process together): March 24 from 7-8pm EST
Author’s Book included and mailed to you: The Age of Overwhelm

Local Church and Ministry Partner Events

Anderson Hills UMC
Holy Spirit Conference

March 18-19
Click here for more details

Schooler Institute on Preaching
"Conversations on Preaching in a

Unique Time" - Free via Zoom
March 16, 23, 30, April 6

Click here for more details

Classifieds

Paid and unpaid job openings:
Youth Director - Miami Whitewater UMC
Director of Digital Programming & Communications-
Armstrong Chapel UMC
Senior Adult Coordinator - Hyde Park Community UMC
Coordinator of Congregational Care and Funerals - Hyde
Park Community UMC
Chair Yoga Instructor - Cherry Grove UMC
Afterschool Teacher - Wesley Chapel Mission Center
Director of Diversity & Belonging - West Ohio Conf.
Pianist/Organist - Okeana UMC
Associate Organist - Trinity UMC
Children & Youth Ministry Coordinator - Clough UMC
Summer Student Ministry Intern - Anderson Hills UMC
Preschool Director - Monroe UMC
Family Ministry Coordinator - Norwood Grace UMC
Audio & Video Creative Coordinator - Norwood Grace UMC
Custodian - The Main Hub
Children's Ministry Director - Friendship UMC
Administrative Assistant - Epiphany UMC
Director of Engagement - Sharonville UMC

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/bishop-palmers-leadership-clinic-march-2022-edition
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Children's Ministry Program Coordinator - Shiloh UMC

Items needed and available:
Free! - Candle Lighters, Blanchester Grace UMC
Free! - UM Hymnals, Batavia Faith UMC
Lease assumption - Kyocera TASKalfa 3253ci Copier System, Summerside UMC

Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified

A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Wyatt Weeks who died Wednesday, January 19, 2022. He was a Retired Elder from
the West Ohio Conference who served appointments at Trinity, Columbus; St. Andrew,
Dayton; and Cheviot churches. His funeral service was held on January 27 at Snodgrass
Funeral Home in South Charleston, West Virginia which was recorded via live stream and
can be viewed by clicking here. Interment, with military honors, followed at Cunningham
Memorial Park in St. Albans, West Virginia. You may make memorial donations to the
youth program at First United Methodist Church in Huntington, West Virginia by
contacting finance@firstunitedmethodist.com. To leave condolences online or to view his
obituary click here.
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