
Greetings!

Please read Hebrews 4:12-16

I was visiting with a friend the other day and we were talking about the power of
coincidence. We discussed the power of the right person coming in at the right time in
your life. We continued to explore the notion of that person saying the right thing or
offering the right challenge that’s needed at that moment in your life. We also talked
about when very difficult things happen, and when viewed with the lens of maturity
and distance, that they were transformational. My friend said, “You have theological
training, what is that”? And I said, “prevenient grace!”

Prevenient Grace is at the core of our Wesleyan belief system. Our founder, John
Wesley, talked about the existence of this Prevenient Grace, coming from the English
word ‘prevent’, which means go before or anticipate.1 For Wesley, God is at work in
the world making possible all manner of things. The UMC resource website offers
this:

“Prevenient grace is present in all creation — in the natural order, in human
conscience, in the relationships and heritage into which we are born. Love of family,
the Christian community, the sacraments, creation itself, the pangs of guilt, the pull
toward a vision of what can be are all expressions of God's prevenient grace”.2

The “pangs of guilt” that pull us toward a vision of “what can be” are important
because we know that our world is broken. The human condition is an oft used phrase
that I picked up years ago from Disciple Bible Study. The human condition is our
choice to go our own way instead of God’s way. And this battle is fought even in the
church. The most shocking experiences I have had in my life are from people inside

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5FqdCskC0QE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4%3A12-16&version=NRSV


the church who act in ways that are completely contrary to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
In the same conversation, my friend and I talked about the loss of faith in the
institutional church. And I said, “Well, of course!” - look who’s running the
institutional church - people! The struggle for the depths of spiritual life and
formation are always very personal and real. You - your life - will be the textbook, the
study, the example and it will be contextual, although it will have similarities with
others along the journey. The struggle will be waged in your heart and life at the point
of your notion of personal freedom and freedom in Christ. To be a free person in
Jesus is to take the servant role in every aspect of your life.

True servanthood is very hard to engage because we are lost in the challenging place
of personal freedom vs. freedom in Christ. And this shows in the most interesting
places - like wearing a mask during the pandemic. For some this is a total breach of
one’s personal freedom. Certainly it is because you are stuck in the battle of personal
freedom vs. freedom in Christ. For the Christ follower, you wear a mask because of
your care for others first rather than thinking only of yourself.

The battle is fought in more ways than mask wearing - the way you drive your car, to
people you see and don’t see in the world including a whole host of persons you and I
marginalize, tithing, personal relationships, nationalism (regardless of nation), the
Kingdom of God and many others. Selfishness and a lack of respect for the common
good were not invented with our generation. The struggle is as old as Eden. 

For the Wesleyan among us, the notion of prevenient grace is there to help us
understand that God is present in the midst of our personal and corporate
experiences in the struggle that is the human condition - personal freedom vs.
freedom in Christ. 

Today's passage in Hebrews reminds us that the Word of God is “living and
active.” There is no passivity in faith and life in Christ. The word is sharper than a 2-
edged sword and gets straight to the point. Our intentions are laid bare, and we must
deal with the human condition, for we are not our own “high priest” but rather, we
have one in Jesus Christ. He does not give us the transactional life that human beings
offer each other daily, but a transformational life, eternal through grace, when we
approach the throne “in our time of need.” May we have the courage to come to
confession and experience the grace we need!

Enjoy Lord, I Want to Be a Christian , sung by Barbara Hendricks and the Moses Hogan
Singers
______________________________________________________________
1 https://www.etymonline.com/word/prevent 
2 https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/a-wesleyan-understanding-of-grace
______________________________________________________________________

Peace,

Rev. Dr. Todd D. Anderson, West Ohio Superintendent
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https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/a-wesleyan-understanding-of-grace
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