
Greetings!

Please read Mark 10: 35-45

Requests are always interesting. My Grandma once said to me, “The worst thing
anyone can say to you is ‘no’, so ask!” In this passage from Mark’s Gospel, James and
John do ask. Jesus replies, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to
drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized
with?” They say yes and I’ve often wondered if the text beyond the printed text was a
non-verbal grunt or sigh. Who knows! What the text does tell us is that the other 10
become angry with James and John, not because of their request, but most likely
because they didn’t think to ask Jesus first! So much of life is caught in that in-
between of being left behind, or someone getting an edge on us, or even worse, living
in envy of all always needing to justify ourselves before others – being right and never
being wrong. And if we are wrong, creating alternative narratives for ourselves that
are akin to creating “air castles” in the recesses of our minds.

It never occurs to James and John, nor the other 10, that they indeed can be bold and
say, “Sure Lord, we can drink! We can be baptized!” If you fast forward to Chapter 16,
it's the day after the Sabbath in the original ending of Mark 16:1-8. The Disciples and
the women at the tomb abruptly end the experience. The Gospel reports:

8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them;
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

They were in a different place, both the men and the women of the story. Scholars tell
us a number of interesting things about the two endings in Mark 16 and it is a
fascinating read, but a couple of points stand out for me as it connects to Chapter 10.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5FqdCskC0QE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A+35-45&version=NRSV


We can be bold in our faith when all is going well. Secondly, when the Holy gets really
close, fear and awe may step in because we are unprepared as human beings to
embrace the Kingdom... even though we want to feel its embrace of us.

The Roman Catholic theologian Henri Nouwen wrote a
wonderful book titled Can You Drink the Cup?  which has
been most meaningful to me. Reflecting on this text in
Mark, Nouwen writes:

“Drinking the cup that Jesus drank is living a life in and
with the spirit of Jesus, which is the spirit of unconditional
love. The intimacy between Jesus and Abba, his Father, is
an intimacy of complete trust, in which there are no power
games, no mutually agreed upon promises, no advance
guarantees. It is only love—pure, unrestrained, and

unlimited love. Completely open, completely free. That intimacy gave Jesus the
strength to drink his cup. That same intimacy Jesus wants to give us so that we can
drink ours.”
But what if James and John, or even we, are not on the same page as Jesus? We want
the embrace of the Kingdom, but it is no power play. Too many for far too long have
used faith and the institutions of faith, whether tabernacle, temple, or church, to
marginalize people rather than to free. These notions have spilled over into law,
cultures and countries. They have painted gender roles, notions of equity, power and
politics. These ideas have shaped both war and peace, even when all sides claim to be
followers of the Prince of Peace. James and John lay bare for us once again how
deeply self-centered is the human condition. And all Jesus wanted to do was give a
gift. The gift of unconditional love.

Nouwen also addresses personal responsibility in his little tome. He suggests that the
point of our own individuality and our personal responsibility is to accept the gift that
Jesus alone brings to us:

“We have to live our life, not someone else's. We have to hold our own cup. We have
to dare to say: “This is my life, the life that is given to me, and it is this life that I have
to live, as well as I can. My life is unique. Nobody else will ever live it. I have my own
history, my own family, my own body, my own character, my own friends, my own way
of thinking, speaking, and acting—yes, I have my own life to live. No one else has the
same challenge. I am alone, because I am unique. Many people can help me to live my
life, but after all is said and done, I have to make my own choices about how to live.”

And so it is in this Post Resurrection world. We are free to decide. True for James and
John and the 10 and the others in Mark’s narrative. And it is true for you and me.

Let me close with a few questions:
What have you asked of Jesus?
Is the question about your self-preservation or something else?
How have you decided to live your life? Or are you trying to live someone
else’s?
What new decision could you make for your life?



Enjoy some music:
Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know, UMH 163
I have Decided
Are Ye Able, UMH 530

Peace,

Rev. Dr. Todd D. Anderson, West Ohio Superintendent
Ohio River Valley District, United Methodist Church

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIncbagdovU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRb769P50IQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gz4TqO81ZY8

