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Praying For Our Churches, January 2021
Each week during 2021, the staff of the Ohio River Valley
District will be praying for one or more of our churches.
During the month January we pray that the congregations,
pastors and church ministries of the following churches will
find joy in the daily work of responding to God's direction, a
joy that generates perseverance for all that is set before us
this year.
Week of January 3:
Clarksville - Pastor Jim Nathan / PPRC Chair Neil Schnecker
Otterbein Lebanon - Pastor Tom Mellott / PPRC Chair Bob
Hewitt
Week of January 10:
Gaines - Pastor Evette Watt / PPRC Chair James Stallworth
Maineville - Pastor Steve Fultz / PPRC Chair Doug Moore
Week of January 17:
Fairmount - Pastor Jeff Frampton / PPRC Chair Mary Schreibeis
Northern Hills - Pastor Seth Lindemann / PPRC Chair David Beverly
Week of January 24:
Butlerville - Pastor Anita Rathbun / PPRC Chair Bonnie West
California Columbia - Pastor Ed Bridgeman / PPRC Chair Tom Scanlon
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Save the Date: Saturday January 30, 9 AM - 1 PM
Resisting Injustice: Leading Through Divided Times
Registration Link Coming This Week
Featuring Bishop Gregory V. Palmer and Rev. Dr. F. Douglas Powe, Jr.
Our annual Leadership Training Day will have a new focus this year!
In addition to a new virtual setting, our training day will emphasize leadership in divided
times, and courageous responses to racial injustice, with two keynote speakers.
Our first keynote speaker will be Rev. Dr. Frederick Douglas Powe, Jr., the Director of the
Lewis Center for Church Leadership and the James C. Logan Professor of Evangelism at
Wesley Theological Seminary.
Dr. Powe is a forerunner in African American evangelism. He holds a Ph.D. in Systematic
Theology from Emory University (2004), a Master of Divinity from Candler School of
Theology (1998), and a Bachelor of Arts from Ohio Wesleyan University (1987).
After two breakout sessions for classes, the day will conclude with a special keynote
address from Bishop Palmer.
Class offerings include:
Getting the Discussion Started
Having Courageous Conversations
Engaging in Immigration Reform
Engaging Young People in Social Justice
SPRC- Supporting Your Pastor in Times of Prophetic Leadership
Increasing Your Cultural Competency
Pastors- Preaching to a Divided Congregation
And more to be announced!
Watch your inbox for a registration link to be sent this week!
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This Evening (7 PM EST) : Zoom Webinar
"Stewardship & Finance: Getting it Right at the Starting Line" : Register Here
We start each new year with this updated webinar that is focused on the new member of
the stewardship team, finance committee, or church council – those who are looking to get
started right from the first week! We will include situations rising from the pandemic
restrictions. Bathe your work in prayer. Remember, you are not alone; there are places to
find help!
The webinar content will be condensed to allow time for a live Zoom conference
immediately following for those who wish to be involved in Q&A and discussion.

Urgent Need: Meals at First UMC Hamilton
First UMC Hamilton has opportunities to serve meals to
those in need Saturdays at our church. As of this writing, we
have 11 opportunities to serve between 90- 120 people
January, March, May, July, September, and November.
Meals are served on a “to go” basis from our parking lot.
Meals can vary from sandwiches to casseroles.
You do not have to take all the meals or even a minimum number.
If you are interested in this local mission endeavor please contact me by email
(pastor@firstumc-ham.org) or Vicki (firstumc@firstumc-ham.org).

ORV Education Opportunities
Teaching Tuesday Next Week
Our next free workshop is January 12,
2021 when we have the Communications
and Marketing Team at UMC Support
presenting Get Aboard the
Church Brandwagon: Don’t Get
Derailed.
You have a unique story to tell. When your
audience engages with your ministry make
sure your message and appearance are
clear and consistent using their ministry
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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branding guide. Get noticed by
learning what, how and why to create a
brand for your church that will match your
personality and increase social
engagement.
Register here via SignUpGenius

Wondering Wednesdays - Next Week (Jan 13) at 11:30 AM
Dear Nick,
As we all know, C-19 has changed a lot of things - including
the way we do ministry. It seems like every new season brings
a Covid first.
Suzanne and I have learned from pastors and laity in phone
calls, emails and Connecting Points that you have a lot on your mind. We thought it would
be helpful to get together every couple of months with you to talk about issues brought on
by this period of pandemics. We hope you will be part of the conversation.
Please join us next week for our next installment of Wondering Wednesdays as we
consider together Ash Wednesday and Lent in the time of COVID.
Wondering question: "How are we going to impose ashes in a COVID-safe way?"
Sign up via SignUpGenius and the Zoom link will be emailed.
-Rev. Todd Anderson

Resources
Important Financial/Administrative Matters Facebook
Live Event on Jan. 7
Are you confused about changes in the Paycheck
Protection Plan? What about updates in Worker’s
Compensation?
Join Bill Brownson, Chief Financial Officer and Director of
Administration for an update on these and other important financial and administrative
matters on Thursday, January 7 at 1:00 p.m. on the West Ohio Conference Facebook
page. Other topics will include: W2s and 2021 Apportionments.
After a brief presentation, he will field questions.
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Laity Discernment Retreats
Tuesday, January 12, 2021
Tuesday, January 19, 2021
Tuesday, March 2, 2021
3 Tuesday Sessions - 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Register Here
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that call or what to do
next? If so, then this is the Retreat for you! At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk
about call, discernment and what it means to be "called by our baptism." We will learn
ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discernment and we will discover
Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We will also discuss the variety of ways
Laity can serve both in our churches and in our communities.
Each virtual retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6 weeks later
by a two-hour ZOOM debriefing. In the 6 weeks between sessions, there will be
opportunities to read, reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you to a better
understanding of your own call.
"I would recommend a Laity Discernment Retreat to someone who is searching or has
questions about how they can serve their community or their church. It can help guide
them through the process, provide resources and help provide a sense of peace about
what they can be doing right now."
-Twila Boyd, 2019 participant
This is a great way to partake of this during this time because there is no travel
involved. Register online via the West Ohio website and contact Kim LaRue if you
have any questions, kimlarue@powellumc.org.

Attention Treasurers and Finance Team Members:
The Apportionment Statement and Payment
Process is Changing Effective 1/1/2021
Effective January 1, you will receive one statement
containing BOTH District and Conference
Apportionments – listed as separate amounts. You will
issue one check payable to West Ohio Conference. The
Conference will transfer the District's share to their account regularly. It is especially
important to include a copy of the Statement with your payment indicating how your
payment should be applied between District and Conference Apportionments. Any
questions, contact the District office.
Bureau of Workers' Compensation Request for W-9
The BWC has sent emails requesting updated W-9's from our churches because of the
large rebates/dividends that they are sending out. Despite our non-taxable
status, churches need to complete the W-9. On the form on line 3, choose "Other" and
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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write in "Non-profit - Religious." Be sure to include your BWC policy number on line 7
where it requests your account number. And finally, make sure you are using the form in
the link from the BWC and not an older version.
IMPORTANT DATES
January 8, 2021 Last Day to Receive 2020 Apportionments
February 26, 2021 Year End Statistical Reports Due
2020 year-end reports were sent out last week,
so look for them in the church mail.

A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
Marilyn Cattran who died Monday, December 21, 2020. She was married to Rev. James
Cattran who was a retired pastor from the West Ohio Conference. Together they served
appointments at Troy First, North Hampton, St Paul-Trinity, Mt Moriah, Hillsboro First, and
Fairfield St. Mark's churches and Milford Center-Unionville Center Charge. Her husband
survives. Her funeral service was held for family on December 29, 2020 at Mason UMC. In
lieu of flowers,please make memorial contributions to Cincinnati Children's Hospital
Medical Center. To read her obituary and leave condolences online click here

Classifieds
Paid and unpaid job openings:
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Children's Pre K-6 Teacher
Miami Whitewater UMC - Custodian
John Wesley Early Learning Center - Assistant Teacher
Friendship UMC - Junior High Youth Director
Anderson Hills UMC - Director of Student Ministry
West Ohio Conference - Donor Relations Associate
North Bend UMC - Pianist
Otterbein Lebanon Senior Life - Hospice Chaplain
UMC Food Ministry - Director of Kitchens
Lebanon UMC - Director of Children's Ministries
Armstrong Chapel UMC - Director of Student Ministries
Park Avenue - Custodian
Waynesville UMC - Keyboardist/Pianist
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Items needed and available:
A friend - Free! Small electronic piano
Felicity UMC - Free! Christmas tree
State Avenue - Needed! Olive-skinned or dark-skinned children's nativity set (larger - to be
handled by children, made of smooth wood or resin) and a gift card to Cokesbury or
Amazon for Bible study materials
Faith Community UMC member - Free! Handmade cloth masks
Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified
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