
News and Notes: September 8, 2020

View some highlights from August's Socially Distanced Ice Cream Social
Thank you to the Phil DeGreg Trio and the Church of the Saviour Ringers for the music!

Please note the new date! Our annual World Communion Sunday celebration and
Abundant Fruit gathering will be taking place virtually this year, as it is not yet safe for us
all to gather in one building. Stay tuned for more information!

https://youtu.be/l0ZaWZFDuus


West Ohio Missionaries do
Virtual Visits

In the next few months, multiple
United Methodist missionaries with
ties to West Ohio will be itinerating
virtually. These one-hour ZOOM
sessions allow churches, mission committees, and individuals to get to know missionaries
and learn more about their ministries. Registration is required ahead of time for each
session.

Sept 17, 12:00 pm: Jennifer Henneman – OhioHealth, Columbus (Register Here)
 

Oct 22, 8:00 pm: Willie Berman – Manos Juntas, Mexico; Deborah Dornon –
Tansen Hospital, Nepal (Register Here)

Oct 29, 12:00 pm: Margaret Madison – Church for All People (Register Here )

November 12, 11:00 am: Katie Peterson – Eastbrook Mission Barn, Pennsylvania;
Lester Dornon – Tansen Hospital, Nepal (Register Here )

For more information on West Ohio missionaries, visit the West Ohio website here
(https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/missionaries).

Pastors and PPRC Chairs,
 
Thank you for all that you are doing to care for each other, your congregation, and your
community during these unusual times of Covid-19. While these are not easy times, your
faithfulness, adaptability, and grace during this time is a powerful witness to many.
 
As promised, I am reaching out to you today with our plan for holding this year's
"Connecting Points" one-on-one conferences. This year we would like to meet via Zoom
with each pastor for 30 minutes and each PPRC for 30 minutes. Please remember that
the new assessment form must be completed and emailed to Shira
(sjackson@wocumc.org) in advance of your Zoom meeting so plan accordingly when
selecting your date.

Each appointed pastor of a church should select a time slot that best suits their schedule
for their own personal one-on-one. They will be assigned to meet with Todd or Suzanne.
 
Each S/PPRC should choose a separate 30 minute time slot for their one-on-one.
Again they will be assigned to either Todd or Suzanne.

Register your time via SignUpGenius here.

The assessment forms (also found on our website under Resources) are tools intended
to open up communication and strengthen missional focus within the local church. There
is always a temptation to view them as “another form” but we encourage you to
undertake this as a spiritual opportunity to pray, lament, celebrate, vision, and
dream together. While we review these documents at the district level, they are primarily
a resource for you at your local church.

https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwvde2rqjIsHNwSXTXsmLuO8XewxIM9Z7Pr)
https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIlf-GprjktHdTO2lxIJHYT4j3t6mnYI9Lj)
https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUtd-yqpj4pGdwe8YtWaRYnnrgcfjE4WDNs
https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0sdeyqrz4jE9Iv_j4EZe78ZHEJEcS9C_N3
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/missionaries
mailto:sjackson@wocumc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-2020
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resources


 
· The Local Church Pastor Self-Assessment Form - to be filled out by the pastor
· The Pastoral S/PPRC Assessment Form - to be filled out by the S/PPRC Committee
· The SMART Goal Formation Plan - to be completed collaboratively by the pastor and
the PPRC Committee
 
Please plan to complete these forms, review them with each other, and follow the
directions for submission of the forms by September 18, 2020.
 
A Connecting Points video will be recorded and shared with you. Please plan to share it at
a leadership meeting of your choice this fall.
 
We are here as a resource to you as you lead God’s people in your local church. You are
in our prayers and we pray that “the Lord of peace give you peace at all times and in all
ways. The Lord be with all of you…The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of
you” (2 Thes. 3:16-17).
 
Peace and Hope,
Todd

Justice in the UMC

Scholarship Opportunities

Two great opportunities to grow in your faith and ministry!
We want to encourage and empower you during this difficult season of double pandemics
—Covid-19 and Racism.
The ORV will pay up to $40 toward each of these courses for clergy or laity.
Simply register and pay online and then send your receipt to sallen@wocumc.org and we
will reimburse you for that amount.

Anti-Racism 101: Required Skills for White People
Who Want to be Allies

This online course centers on one big idea: that anti-
racism is anything that actually interrupts and
dismantles racism. As a 101 course, the content will
focus on defining anti-racism, identifying anti-racism,

and practicing anti-racism by interrupting racism. The three sessions will roughly fall under
these categories: theory (big idea), practice [working with the big idea), and personal
(implementing the big idea). Learn more here.

The Ohio River Valley District is pleased to offer
scholarships for pastors and lay leaders to attend the
online Leadership Institute 2020 hosted by The
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection.
Of particular note are the keynote speakers Dr. Ron
Heifetz and Bishop Michael Curry.
 Register here.

If your church is planning to have a book study or movie conversation on racial justice,
and you would like to invite others, please email Rev. Lisa Kerwin

https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/ab70cbca-1cf8-408f-954f-e716340f4d60.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/42ffa322-324e-4848-8368-998b3416c0eb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/42ffa322-324e-4848-8368-998b3416c0eb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/360a2bd6-8b63-4466-8ac4-25d7a8b06c54.pdf
mailto:sallen@wocumc.org
https://www.gcorr.org/anti-racism-101-required-skills-for-white-people-who-want-to-be-allies
https://li.cor.org/
https://web.cvent.com/event/5b92e216-3d9d-4ddd-bd1c-480ad5815967/regProcessStep1?rt=slWfFe-vaU-5ICYBI1_rcg


at lkerwin7@hotmail.com, and she will publicize for you in the ORV Newsletter. 
Please include name of book or movie, day, time, duration, and contact for registration
and questions. In addition, if your studies or conversations are virtual and you need to
have breakouts, but are in need of breakout leaders, let Lisa know as well. 
 The ORV Racial Justice Team can help!

September is National Suicide Prevention
 Awareness Month

"We believe that faithful Christians are called to be in
ministry to individuals and their families challenged by
disorders causing disturbances of thinking, feeling, and
acting categorized as "mental illness." We acknowledge
that throughout history and today, our ministries in this
area have been hampered by lack of knowledge, fear, and
misunderstanding. Even so, we believe that those so
challenged, their families, and their communities are to be
embraced by the church in its ministry of compassion and
love." Read more via UMC.org

For Young Adults

Justice Wild Card- Mondays Beginning 9/14

A 7-week study exploring a variety of topics and learning
from different experts through mixed mediums (podcasts,
Ted talks, videos, animated teaching, articles, etc). Each
week you will be asked to watch, read, and/or listen before
we gather on Monday evenings. We will treat each topic as
intersectional (how it relates to race, gender identity,
sexual orientation, socio-economics, geography, etc.) in our
discussion and reflection.
Be part of the whole study or pick what topics you want to
learn about as each session is stand alone.

September 14 - Voting Rights 
September 21 - Education
September 28 - Mass Incarceration 
October 5 - Immigration
October 12 - Health Care
October 19 -Food Insecurity
October 26 - Environment

To participate in the study, please contact Kate Smith ksmith@hpcumc.org to get the
curated Justice Wild Card schedule and Zoom link.

Resources

2021 Local Church Grants Now Available!

As you are trusting God and planning for new ways of
doing ministry in 2021, we are here to support you!

mailto:lkerwin7@hotmail.com
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ministries-in-mental-illness
mailto:ksmith@hpcumc.org


We are offering local church grant funding in 5
Strategic Areas in 2021.

These areas include:
New and Emerging
Ministries                                       

Adaptive Ministry Grants                    
Social Justice Grants                           
Ministry with Young People               
Mission Outreach               
        
You can find the application here

We will receive grant applications through October 9, 2020. 
Please contact Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen sallen@wocumc.org with any questions.

Livestream Copyright Permission

The United Methodist Publishing House (UMPH) is extending full
permission to all churches for use of UMPH copyrighted worship
materials through December 2020. UMPH recognizes the need for easy
access to key worship aids as the COVID-19 crisis persists and local
churches strive to serve their communities. Read more here

Partnering with Schools
During COVID-19

Join us on Wednesday September 9
 at 8 PM EST for a live webinar presented
by Ministry Matters and Abingdon Press re:
launching a learning lab.

Church & Ministry Partner Events

https://form.jotform.com/202458067954160?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Sign%20up%20now%21&utm_campaign=MM%20Webinar%20Sep%209
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/8245d111-e60e-42d9-8f42-96172b4d12e6.docx
mailto:sallen@wocumc.org
https://www.umph.org/Current-News/ArtMID/471/ArticleID/49/Extending-Permission-to-Use-UMPH-Resources-for-Online-Worship-through-December-31-2020?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWldWaVlqSXlNVEE0WlRCaCIsInQiOiJNTkRuZ1wvZEFXQ2JkRVYyMzduenFsdE03a3VRTzNub1JcLzgzQnBPS2drMTB3SkdLbGgycVVsTm40ckhrUE5yTU00WGxkaGZUaGJ2eTFCZlpiWk01R2dobHlvSnJydDZrYkF6UjljV05HYmF2UEQ2YTlVT1lFS1RvTWRXbGcwRWFRIn0%3D
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/pig-roast-2020
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/prayer-walk-2020


McGonigle-Millville UMC:
Pig Roast, September 19

Eden Chapel UMC:
Prayer Walk, September 26

Mt. Healthy UMC:
Drive Through to Donate, October 4

Wesley Chapel Mission Center:
Virtual Breakfast of Light, October 9

Classifieds

Paid and unpaid job openings:
Epiphany UMC - Director of Contemporary Worship
Epiphany UMC - Church Facilities Caretaker
Armstrong Chapel UMC - Director of Student Ministries
Church of the Saviour UMC - Treasurer
Church of the Saviour UMC - Building/Office Administrator
Park Avenue - Custodian
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - PreK-6 Grade Teacher Wesley Chapel Mission Center -
H.S. Program Coordinator
Waynesville UMC - Keyboardist/Pianist

Items needed and available:
Faith Community UMC member: Free! Handmade cloth masks
New Vision UMC: Free! Konica Minolta toner

Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified
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