
News and Notes
August 11, 2020

Socially Distanced Social - Friday August 21
We spent Tuesday morning getting Brecon UMC's picnic area ready for guests next week!
We hope you'll join us for a Socially Distanced Ice Cream Social next Friday.

Featuring music from Phil DeGreg (as heard on the video) and Church of the Saviour's teen ringers!

RSVP and share the Facebook event here.

Details: Friday, August 21, 7:00pm-9:00pm

Location:  Grounds, picnic shelter and parking lot at Brecon UMC, 7388 E Kemper Rd, Cinci, 45249

Masks:  To be worn at all times except when at a distance and eating

Ice Cream:  "Cincinnati's Ice Cream Truck" will be on site to serve you a traditional array of soft serve
flavors, toppings and popsicles.

Music:  Instrumental music from Phil DeGreg and the teen ringers from Church of the Saviour.

Socially distanced Kickball:  We think this can be done!  Have fun with us as we try!

Corn Hole

For the kids:
Twists of Faiths Balloons:  Laurie and Frank Steele will be on site making amazing balloon creations
Glitter tattoos

Seating:  Drive-in parking, distanced picnic tables, or bring your own lawn chair or blanket

Spacing:  Each family group is asked to keep a 6-foot distance from others

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6HkGodXvAE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/events/3230678033688236/


Pre-Conference briefing:  Join us at 6:45pm to pick up a hard copy of the Book of Reports and have
a short Annual Conference briefing.

 *Covid-19 Safety factors:

1.  If any of the 5 counties in our district is purple, we will cancel the event.
2.  If more than one county in our district is red, we will go to an all drive-in event.

Dear Lay and Clergy Members to Annual Conference,

Let's be honest, lots of things are different this year. Annual Conference is a virtual experience --the first
time in our 51-year history. For those of you who have experienced our annual gathering before, it will
be a different experience for you. For those of you who are joining us for the first time, well, it will be a
different experience for you, too. Either way, here is what you need to know:

Mark your calendar: September 12, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
 
Registration is REQUIRED. We have extended the registration deadline until August 12 at
11:00 p.m. After that time, registration will be closed. Please register today through the
conference website: www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/register?reset=1&id=1651. 
 
Most people have never participated in a virtual webinar with nearly 2,000 participants.
Because of this, we are providing you with opportunities to practice using this new
platform which includes becoming familiar with the voting process on September 9, 2020 at
either 12:00 p.m. or 6:00 p.m. You will register for one of these times when you register for
annual conference.
 
All members of annual conference are encouraged to attend Information sessions. These are
offered to help you understand Recommendations 1, 2 & 3. Leaders for each
recommendation will host 2 informational sessions each via Zoom Video Conferencing. These
sessions will take place later this month and in early September. For more information and to
register visit the conference website: www.westohioumc.org/ac/informational-sessions-
registration. You will need an email address in order to register. The following sessions are
available:

Recommendation #1 - Council on Finance and Administration Recommendations
Calendar Year 2021 with Chris Clough

August 19 at 10:00 am
August 27 at 4:00 pm

Recommendation #2 - 2021 Board of Pensions and Health Benefits led by Ken Woode
August 25 at 10:00 am
August 27 at 3:00 pm

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fcivicrm%2Fevent%2Fregister%3Freset%3D1%26id%3D1651&data=02%7C01%7Ctmccoy%40wocumc.org%7C947b4e6d5cd04eac0e1c08d83a503aa3%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637323463563543039&sdata=09kvNQmv7HJI40PZcs%2BIRlJFw14tTkTU6V%2BDjTyB1gw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fac%2Finformational-sessions-registration&data=02%7C01%7Ctmccoy%40wocumc.org%7C947b4e6d5cd04eac0e1c08d83a503aa3%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637323463563553030&sdata=SvyUGb%2FXmTHrLpXOlon8dKAgWw56%2BuDNsk5dzSI4DTg%3D&reserved=0


Recommendation #3 - 2021 Recommendation Commission on Equitable Compensation
led by Mark Weatherman

August 20 at 10:00 am
September 2 at 2:00 pm

We understand this is a new and may seem a bit intimidating. Relax! We are here for you. If you need
assistance, please contact your district office or Tim McCoy at tmccoy@wocumc.org or by phone at 
614-505-7413.
We are grateful for your faithful service to God and to The United Methodist Church.

 Social Holiness and Justice

Support People Re-Entering:
Virtual Event October 1-2

From All In Community:

The Building Bridges of Opportunity: Community
Experience brings together organization,
government, & faith leaders, community
practitioners, ministry volunteers, and people with
lived reentry experiences to discover our
collective empathy, strength,
innovation, wisdom, and connection for
responding to reentry needs during the pandemic
and beyond. Register for our online event now.

 

Each week we will feature one or more pieces detailing our United Methodist commitment to social
holiness, creation care, and peace with justice. Stay tuned for encouragement and action steps as we
seek to transform the world around racial justice, environmental care, immigration, economic justice,

and more.

 Creative Responses to the Pandemic

"What do we do about Vacation Bible School in the age of Covid-19? 
That is the question we recently asked at Loveland UMC."

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fconference%2Fdistrict-offices&data=02%7C01%7Ctmccoy%40wocumc.org%7C947b4e6d5cd04eac0e1c08d83a503aa3%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637323463563553030&sdata=Dq43XAPQsR2flgCO1mzMjrCAas8P00v2Z5WSANCuMss%3D&reserved=0
mailto:tmccoy@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/buildingbridgesofopportunity
https://www.westohioumc.org/buildingbridgesofopportunity


Read the full story from Brad Olson here.

COVID Re-Entry Kit Challenge

From All In Community: We continue to get
inquiries about COVID-19 Reentry Hygiene Kits.
Yes! We will continue to receive them through at
least December. 

The website has been updated with new
information. Our ODRC partners are truly grateful
for the way we have filled this gap. 

So far, over 2,400 complete kits have been
distributed to institutions around West Ohio.

Going forward, the managed care groups will be
providing ODRC with reentry kits. So, our efforts
will shift to supporting local offices of reentry and
jails. Updated website info here.

Many United Methodist churches have partnerships with scouting organizations.
There is a long history of relationship and resource sharing.
In that spirit, we invite you to take a look at the Dan Beard Council's COVID protocols. Just recently
released, these good practices from a high level organization that works with children and youth are a
good model for our own efforts. Get the COVID protocols chart here.

https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/5d12ad6b-a724-4fac-9f89-c86e8db67391.docx
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/covid-19-reentry-kit-challenge
http://www.danbeard.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/DBC_Scouting_Restart_Safely_Guide.pdf


 Opportunities / More Resources

Ohio River Valley District
Nonprofit Grants Now Available

It is our privilege and blessing to partner with many
faith based non-profit agencies within the five
counties of the Ohio River Valley District by
offering Non-Profit Agency Mission Grants.
Through our partnership with these 501c3 ministry
organizations we are able to serve many in the
name of Jesus Christ.

Local Church grant applications will be available
early September.

Due to Covid, please e-mail this application to
Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen (sallen@wocumc.org) by
4pm on Friday August 14, 2020

Get the nonprofit grant application here, 
as either a PDF or DOC.

Festival of Sharing 

The 2020 Festival of Sharing is Saturday, September 19 from 9
am -12 noon at the STEAM Innovation Center on the campus of
Otterbein University in Westerville. Please begin assembling
your school and hygiene kits and emergency cleanup buckets.
Click here for kit contents and kit packing instructions.

The drop off sites for 2020 are: 
Hamilton First UMC (Wednesday-Friday 10am-1pm
through September 17).
Hartzell UMC (Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  9am-3pm).
Lebanon UMC (Monday-Friday 10am-3pm; please call
ahead to 513.932.4834).
Westwood UMC (Monday-Friday 10am-2pm)

Kits need to be delivered to one of the above sites no later than Thursday, September 17.  If
you have any questions, contact Nancy Newton at nnewton@wocumc.org or call the district office at
513.421.2057.

Free Kids' Books from the Imagination Library

"Every Child Reads Every Day" is the theme of the Warren County Imagination Library.
As of August 1, we have more than 5,100 or 38 percent of the eligible children in Warren County
registered to receive free age-appropriate books monthly from the Dolly Parton Imagination Library. 

http://www.fosohio.org/
mailto:sallen@wocumc.org
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/grants
https://fosohio.org/assembling-kits/
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/45550c59-57cf-4a25-846c-d3d6bc22fe7a.pdf
http://firstumc-ham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/hartzellchurch/
https://www.lebumc.org/
https://www.westwoodunitedmethodist.org/
mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org


Now is the time to sign-up your children from birth to age five to receive age-appropriate books in
the mail every month from the Dolly Parton Imagination Library.

The program is paid for by the Ohio Governor's Imagination Library and the Warren
County Imagination Library. You can register your children at
www.ohioimaginationlibrary.org/enroll.

For more information, direct questions or inquiries to: 
Warren County Imagination Library, 118 East Main St., Lebanon, OH 45036,
513-254-1001 or e-mail: info@warrencountyfoundation.org.

 Local Church Events

Dementia Webinar ~ Caring for Loved Ones
During a Pandemic

Faith Community UMC is offering a webinar on
August 31 presented by world-renowned
dementia care expert, Teepa Snow. 
Learn different person-centered working
practices and routines to optimize the well-
being of the elderly with safety in mind for
everyone. 

Learn more

Pig Roast

McGonigle-Millville United Methodist
Church invites you to their 16th annual Pig
Roast on September 19. The twist this year is
that it will be all drive-through/carry out.
Charlie's Grilling Service will serve up the
meat. Choose from a selction of delicious
sides.

Learn more

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Sharonville UMC - Lead Preschool Teachers Submit your own Ad
Church of the Saviour UMC - Treasurer & Building/Office Admin.
Park Avenue UMC - Custodian
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - PreK-6 Grade Teacher
Waynesville UMC - Keyboardist/Pianist
West Ohio Conference: Executive Director of UM Foundation 
Milford First: A Million Dreams Learning Center staff
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Executive Director, Primary
Program Coordinator and High School Program Coordinator
Park Avenue UMC - Custodian

 
Items needed and available:

Faith Community member: Free! handmade cloth masks
New Vision UMC: Free! Konica Minolta toner

http://www.ohioimaginationlibrary.org/enroll
mailto:info@warrencountyfoundation.org
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/dementia-webinar-caring-loved-ones-during-pandemic
http://www.faithcommunityumc.org/
https://www.faithcommunityumc.org/event/1841347-2020-08-31-dementia-webinar--caring-for-loved-ones-during-a-pandemic/
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/pig-roast-2020
http://www.olivebranchumc.com/
http://www.umcmm.org/
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/pig-roast-2020
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list


 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. John Wallace who died Monday, August 3, 2020. He was a retired pastor from West Ohio who
served appointments at Christ, Johnstown, and Church of the Saviour churches. Prior to that he
served churches in Michigan (Flint Central, Detroit Lola Valley and Detroit Redford) and Wisconsin
(The Church of the Good Hope). A Celebration of Life for John will be held live via Zoom on Saturday,
August 8, 2020 at 2pm. The web address for the live Zoom service is
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86257121260 and the Meeting ID is 862 5712 1260. You may send an
email to StPaul45403@gmail.com with questions or support in attending the live Zoom service.
In lieu of flowers, please make donations to Methodist Federation for Social Action, Fund for
Immigration Legal Assistance, Ohio Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, or Democratic
Socialists of America. To view his obituary and leave condolences online click here.

Rev. Samuel Cooper who died Wednesday, August 5, 2020. He was a retired West Ohio pastor and
served these churches: Delta Beulah; Ostrander; Piketon; Trinity, Columbus; Batavia Faith; and
Gliman & John Stewart churches. Visitation was held today at Newcomer, SW Chapelin Grove City
followed by a graveside service at Concord Cemetery. To view his obituary and leave condolences
online click here.

www.orvumc.org, 513.421.2057, Ohio River Valley District,
7388 E Kemper Road, Suite 1, Cincinnati, OH 45249
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