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Dismantling Racism:
July 1 Town Hall, 1 p.m.
at UMC.org/EndRacism

The upcoming July 4th holiday has many of us in
the United States thinking about our nation's
history. What does it mean to celebrate the
Fourth of July when we haven't yet realized
#JusticeForBreonna? How can we sing about the
"land of the free" when we still hear George
Floyd crying out for his mama?

Many of us are wrestling with how we can most faithfully understand and interpret the realities of this
present moment, both for ourselves and for our congregations. From pulpits and pews, we pray and
hope for a yet-unrealized future where Black lives matter as much to our nation's decision-makers-
and to each person of faith-as they do to our almighty God. Continue reading here.

Peaceful Witness - 
The Work Continues
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our
Peaceful Witness events in June, calling for a
stop to racism, excessive force, and silence in
the face of injustice.  
Watch last week's video to see some highlights.

It is beautiful to see so many United Methodists living out their baptismal vows. We are still collecting
photos and videos are coming in - please email them to Nick - presentorv@gmail.com - who will be
sharing a "Part II" video next week. (You can also use Dropbox, Google Drive, or WeTransfer for
large files)
 
The efforts do not stop with this one weekend. There will be ongoing education, witness, and action
steps. Follow the Peaceful Witness Facebook page for the latest.

If you would like to order a "Stop" T-shirt, yard sign, or a banner- you can order here.

http://umc.org/EndRacism
https://www.umc.org/en/content/dismantling-racism-service-of-lament
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/dismantling-racism-july-1-town-hall-1-pm-eastern-time
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VH3N_9NvQpM&feature=youtu.be
mailto:presentorv@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/PeacefulWitnessSWOhio
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/umc-end-racism-materials


From UMC.org: "Silence Is Violence"

"We cannot be silent anymore. We cannot be more concerned about offending people than we are
about people of color being killed by police. We cannot simply condemn racism, we need to be anti-
racist.

My commitment to racial equality comes not out of shame or guilt, but a deep love between sisters,
and a deep love of Christ. Christ calls us out of our own brokenness so we might serve others
through loving God and neighbor. That deep love makes me want to examine my own behaviors and
actions. That deep love has given me the opportunity to see my privilege, and to call me out of
apathy." - Rev. Ali Young - Read the full article here.

Christ Hospital Visitation Update

Dear Clergy,
Greetings and blessings to you. We hope this
letter finds you well and enjoying these warmer
Spring days. We appreciate all you have done for
our patients and their families at The Christ
Hospitals in the Cincinnati metro area during this
crisis. Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation when, due

https://www.umc.org/en/content/silence-is-violence


to the pandemic and for the safety of all, we
made changes to our visitor policies. As of
today, patients may request a clergy visit for
any reason (not just end-of-life), and clergy
will be granted access following these
general guidelines. Read more here.

Greetings,
 
Over the past thirteen years, Transforming Jail Ministries has provided chaplaincy services, Sunday
worship, and clergy visits for correctional and treatment facilities within Hamilton County. Our
singular overriding mission is to take God's message of hope to those in jail.
 
When COVID-19 began shutting down our world, virtually all visitations were suspended for jails,
prisons, and treatment facilities across our nation. At the Hamilton County Justice Center, we saw a
reduction of our inmate population from 1,600+ to a little over 800. Since that time, our population
has unfortunately risen to just above 1,100 inmates (at the time of writing).
 
I have been privileged to maintain my role as head chaplain for the Hamilton County Justice Center
and Talbert House - Reading Road. I have continued distributing Bibles, books, and devotionals in
addition to meeting with inmates struggling with personal difficulties. Though our world may have
temporarily come to a halt, God's message of hope cannot be stopped. Neither pandemic nor any
other thing can thwart the plans of God.
 
I am pleased to announce that chaplains and local clergy will be able to resume visitations on June
28th and a limited number of worship services will continue on August 2nd. Please join me in a
special prayer for those ministering to inmates and staff. Let us pray for God's protection over their
ministry and their health. Let us also join together in a special prayer for inmates and staff, that God
would draw them to himself and that he would protect them from disease.
 
Though we may at times find ourselves in despair or anxious about the state of our world, we know
our God is alive and he is in control. Our God is faithful to his covenant promises and will not allow
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to be hindered. Be encouraged brothers and sisters because even now,
despite our current trials, the Kingdom of God is increasing.
 
I also want to take time to thank you. As members of the Ohio River Valley UMC District, a part of
your regular giving has supported the continuation of jail ministry in Hamilton County. United
Methodist Church giving has been a bedrock of financial support sustaining this ministry since our
foundation. This includes a grant from the ORV District, annual giving by district churches, and
donations from individual UMC members. Transforming Jail Ministries would not exist as we do
today without you. Due to your support, inmates continue being ministered to, despite pandemic.
 
I hope to see you soon, but until then, I pray God would protect and preserve your life, both body
and soul. Peace be with you brothers and sisters.
 
God bless,

https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/6615f549-d18d-40bf-8150-07716643e2a8.pdf


Stuart Warren
Director and CEO
Transforming Jail Ministries
www.tjmi.org

 Creative Responses to the Pandemic

 

 

Awakening:
Registration Deadline July 3

Register here

"Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?"
 - Psalm 85:6
 

 
 

What is awakening: ORV 2020 Summer?   
 
In short, this is a Virtual Camp experience especially developed for Ohio River Valley District
students due to the cancellation of so many camps, mission trips, days of service, retreats, and the
list could go on and on...  

We hope you can "come" and by your presence you connect with other students, with adult leaders,
help children in the Cincinnati area have educational support, and most importantly you experience
an awakening allowing you to deepen your relationship with God.   
 
Who is invited to participate in awakening: ORV 2020 Summer?
All students who are in middle school and high school. Read more and register here. 

Why Reopening a Church
Is Different

The church shouldn't be looking to sidestep the
guidelines. The church shouldn't be simply
reacting to what others are doing. 

The church should lead the way by modeling a
method of safety for others to follow. 
Read more here.

Colocate Ministry:
Chalk Up Your City

This is a short worship video hosted by ORV
District youth leaders, giving the opportunity to
spread love, encouragement, and Jesus
throughout our city.

http://www.tjmi.org/
https://colocatemc.typeform.com/to/WgZ95k
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/ff70cbcc-a9ea-4115-827e-b5bc45d1813f.pdf
https://www.churchleadership.com/leading-ideas/why-reopening-a-church-is-different/


Chalk Up Your City - Wrap Up

Follow the steps and you can add to the ORV
Chalk Map: 

https://goo.gl/maps/ZCaNqJyVZYUoWTuy8

ORV COVID-19 Resources Page: 
 
We are always adding new resources to our page to help you with ministry during the
pandemic: everything from live-streaming resources, grants, mental health support, and much
more. Check back often. We will be adding to it on a regular basis as more information becomes
available. Resources here.  

 Opportunities / More Resources

Creating a Culture of Multiplication
for an Expanding Context

By Sam Rodriguez, West Ohio Director of Faith
Formation and Community Engagement

One of the books in my seminary Church
Planting course was titled, A Church for Every
Context, by Mike Moynaugh. In it, the author
states that: "Church no longer has the option,
if it ever had, of relating to people as if they
were all the same...Contextualizing the church
is the attempt to be church in ways that are both
faithful to Jesus and appropriate to the people
the church serves...." 

Overall, this has been very challenging for our denomination as we have tended to separate groups
and oftentimes support exclusion when it comes to who is welcomed in a church. My last article
(https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/creating-culture-multiplication-times-change)
referenced the Multiplication Dynamics strategic paper written by Path1/Discipleship Ministries. I
highlighted three characteristics of churches with a "culture of multiplication." Today, I want to share
three more characteristics that speak to Moynaugh's concept of contextualizing the church. Read

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=alg74x_HEZU&feature=emb_title
https://goo.gl/maps/ZCaNqJyVZYUoWTuy8?fbclid=IwAR1ATPJ-py3x1LCRNUUJdG1Sz5P2cOW9s6cYO_K35klTz4gbFgJPRPc9q3Q
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches-during-covid-19
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches-during-covid-19
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/creating-culture-multiplication-times-change


more...(https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/creating-culture-multiplication-expanding-
context)

Ohio River Valley District
Adaptive Ministry Grants
Now Available

Churches may apply for up to $3,000 to be used
within the 2020 calendar year for adaptive
ministry in response to Covid-19 or taking new
action to eliminate systemic racism. These
projects may include: * Expansion of technology
for development and long-term sustainability of
online worship or outreach. * Programs which
address food insecurity. * Funding that will
support action steps to learn about and work
toward eliminating systemic racism. We will
receive applications through September 30.

Get the grant application here.

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
West Ohio Conference: Executive Director of UM Foundation Submit your own Ad
St. Mark's: Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
Milford First: A Million Dreams Learning Center staff

Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Executive Director,
Primary Program Coordinator and High School Program
Coordinator
Bethany UMC - Preschool teachers
Park Avenue UMC - Custodian
Okeana UMC - Pianist/Organist
Cheviot UMC - Custodian

 
Items needed and available:
A John Wesley UMC member: Free! Puppets
Cherry Grove UMC: Free! Music
York Street UMC: Needed! Edge trimmer
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Food pantry items

 A Call to Prayer

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/creating-culture-multiplication-expanding-context
https://www.orvumc.org/sites/default/files/district/ohiorivervalley/documents/pdf/page/application.pdf
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list


Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Verna Crofoot who died Wednesday, June 24, 2020. She was married to the late Rev. Frank
Crofoot who was a retired pastor from the West Ohio Conference. You may send condolences to her
daughter, Susan Ignash at PO Box 1758 De Leon Springs, Florida 32130. In lieu of flowers, please
send donations to DeLeon Springs UMC, PO Box 807 De Leon Springs, Florida 32130.
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