
News and Notes
June 16, 2020

Juneteenth Peaceful Witness This Weekend

This Juneteenth weekend, United Methodists invite all people of faith to a Peaceful Witness Against
Injustice in the five counties of the Ohio River Valley District.
Events in Loveland, Paddock Hills, Price Hill, UC/Clifton, Wilmington, Milford, Batavia, Middletown,
Lebanon, and Westwood. 
Details here: https://www.facebook.com/pg/PeacefulWitnessSWOhio/events

Press Release:

In response to recent killings of African-Americans, and the resulting outcry against racism in the
United States, the Ohio River Valley District of the United Methodist Church has organized nearly a
dozen witness events in the five counties of Greater Cincinnati.
 
Lining up with Juneteenth (June 19th), marking the end of slavery in the United States, these
peaceful witness events mourn the loss of African-American life and call for new solutions in law
enforcement that reduce excessive force.
 
These events are slated to take place in Loveland, Paddock Hills, Price Hill, University of
Cincinnati/Clifton, Wilmington, Milford, Batavia, Middletown, and Westwood. A "Peaceful Witness
Against Injustice" Facebook page lists all of the locations, times, and dates. 
 
The peaceful witness events are taking place in conversation with community leaders, and in many
cases leveraging existing partnership between pastors and law enforcement. Many demonstrations
will stop traffic for 8 minutes and 46 seconds, marking the amount of time George Floyd was held
down on the pavement.
 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/PeacefulWitnessSWOhio/events


The Ohio River Valley District of the United Methodist Church is the denomination's regional
organization, connecting and resourcing pastors for over one hundred churches in Butler, Clermont,
Clinton, Hamilton, and Warren counties. Past anti-racist efforts include 2015's "Come to the Table"
facilitated dialogues on race and policing, the Eclipse legal clinic providing immigration attorneys,
ongoing anti-colonial mission partnerships, and ongoing cultural competency leadership training for
pastors and lay leaders.

Photo from Sunday's closing ceremony for Deerfield UMC.
Thank you for many years of great ministry to our District.

Bishop Palmer shared some powerful words
in his yearly Episcopal Address,

evoking our baptismal vows to resist evil and
injustice,
calling us to dismantle white supremacy and
racism,
and inviting us to regular prayer.

Watch the Bishop's address now if you haven't
already.

Save the Date: 
Fri August 21st

We're missing our Lakeside
karaoke ice cream social!
 
Here's a video to help relive that
magic

https://www.facebook.com/westohioumc/videos/180201576760627
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYsEeF1uIX4&feature=youtu.be&t=120


Be not afraid! We are planning to meet for a socially distanced social here at Brecon UMC
on Friday, August 21st. Save the date and watch for updates!

 Creative Responses to the Pandemic

Resources for Responding 
to Systemic Racism

We must be prepared to minister to those that
are hurting, and to adequately address the
issues that are confronting our nation.
Discipleship Ministries has collected resources to
help churches address the topics of racism,
systemic oppression, violence, and more. 
Read more here.

 

 

"Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?"
 - Psalm 85:6
 
What is awakening: ORV 2020 Summer?   
 
In short, this is a Virtual Camp experience
especially developed for Ohio River Valley
District students due to the cancellation of so
many camps, mission trips, days of service,
retreats, and the list could go on and on...  
 
 

We hope you can "come" and by your presence you connect with other students, with adult leaders,
help children in the Cincinnati area have educational support, and most importantly you experience
an awakening allowing you to deepen your relationship with God.   
 
Who is invited to participate in awakening: ORV 2020 Summer?
All students who are in middle school and high school. Read more and register here. 

Wesley Chapel Mission Center:
 Helping Children Thrive - Body, Mind, and Soul

Summer Camp / Children's Ministry
Opportunities

Wesley Chapel Mission Center needs your
support at our 2020 Summer Camp. We are
following Responsible Restart Ohio guidelines
and limiting our group sizes to 9 school age
children. Due to this, all volunteers must be 18 or
older. We need 8 volunteers for each day of
camp, one in each of our groups.
We appreciate if you would sign up for a full
week or even the entire summer to limit
exposure for our staff, students and other
volunteers. WCMC appreciates your support now
more than ever and we look forward to you
having you join us as we share the light of God's
love in Over the Rhine.
Location:
76 East McMicken Avenue Cincinnati OH 45202

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/resources-for-responding-to-systemic-racism?mc_cid=24f34ab08a&mc_eid=cfa82b7e8d
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/ff70cbcc-a9ea-4115-827e-b5bc45d1813f.pdf
https://youtu.be/m3weTmCANVw
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4da9aa2aa5fe3-summer


Sign up here.

ORV COVID-19 Resources Page: 
 
We are always adding new resources to our page to help you with ministry during the
pandemic!
Some of our recent additions include these West Ohio Camps Summer Activities for Kids.
 
To help our churches stay connected while social distancing, we have compiled this page of
resources: everything from live-streaming resources, grants, mental health support, and much more.
Check back often. We will be adding to it on a regular basis as more information becomes
available. Resources here.  

 Opportunities / More Resources

Ohio River Valley District
Adaptive Ministry Grants
Now Available

Churches may apply for up to $3,000 to be used
within the 2020 calendar year for adaptive
ministry in response to Covid-19 or taking new
action to eliminate systemic racism. These
projects may include: * Expansion of technology
for development and long-term sustainability of
online worship or outreach. * Programs which
address food insecurity. * Funding that will
support action steps to learn about and work
toward eliminating systemic racism. We will
receive applications through September 30.

Get the grant application here.

Local Church Historian School

Are you interested in caring for or improving your
church's program of history? The General
Commission on Archives and History of the
United Methodist Church will be offering a Local
Church Historian School in 2020 for church
historians-or anyone interested in the story of
their church.

LCHS is a 12-week long course that allows participants to move at their own pace through a series
of exercises. Each week participants will receive reading material and an assignment(s) via email.
Once completed, the participant will receive a certificate from GCAH. The Book of Discipline says
our Commission is "to encourage and assist the local churches in preserving their records, compiling

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4da9aa2aa5fe3-summer
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches-during-covid-19
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches-during-covid-19
https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/home-activities-camperskids-home?fbclid=IwAR3D3wkXU04y9NWlRzSqMV_WOzIZDe_sHdpgeyCbmGQpbrtMr2pKD1o9bPY
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches
https://www.orvumc.org/sites/default/files/district/ohiorivervalley/documents/pdf/page/application.pdf


their histories and celebrating their heritage...." This school provides United Methodists the
opportunity to do just that.  The school will begin on September 14, 2020. Plan now to use this
opportunity to ensure that the heritage of each of our churches will be celebrated and that each
church can receive the full benefit of its own amazing story. Click here to register for FREE. 

2020 Virtual Mission u, 
The Way of Peace August 4-30

Join us for a Spiritual Growth study using the
book, Finding Peace in an Anxious World. You
will participate through your computer, laptop,
tablet, iPad or smartphone using Zoom, an
internet meeting application.  Finding Peace in
an Anxious World uses the book of Proverbs and
the "Serenity Prayer" as a guide to help
Christians find their way through anxiety, worry
and fear and more toward God's peace that
surpasses all understanding.  You will need a
working e-mail address and a computer or other
electronic device with a microphone, speakers
and internet connection. 

Offered in four sessions during the month of August.
Registration fee will be $25. Each session will be a series of four weekly on-line classes:

Tuesdays sessions: 10:00-11:30 am beginning August 4
Wednesday sessions: 7:00-8:30 pm beginning August 5
Thursday sessions:  2:00-3:30 pm beginning August 6
Saturday sessions:  1:00-2:30 pm beginning August 8
Sunday evening worship: August 9, 16, 23, 30

Save the dates and stay tuned for more information!

From Church and Society (UMCJustice.org)

"We must rapidly begin the shift from a thing-
oriented society to a person-oriented society.
When machines and computers, profit motives
and property rights, are considered more
important than people, the giant triplets of
racism, extreme materialism, and militarism are
incapable of being conquered."

- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. "A Time to
Break the Silence," April 4, 1967

In his 1967 speech opposing the Vietnam War, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. described the
intersections of racism, materialism, and militarism. He called the U.S. to lead a revolution of values
that "seek[s] to remove those conditions of poverty, insecurity, and injustice."
More than fifty years later, his call for a revolution of values is more urgent than ever.
At the beginning of the pandemic, public officials said COVID-19 would be the "great equalizer."
Commercials sold us to products to stay at home, telling us that we were "all in this together." But in
reality, COVID-19 exposed pre-exisiting disparities in society.

The pandemic demonstrated how unequal our circumstances are.

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/MMsXW6v/LCHS
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/05/30/865413079/what-do-coronavirus-racial-disparities-look-like-state-by-state?emci=e7223280-f2ab-ea11-9b05-00155d039e74&emdi=6ca1491b-32af-ea11-9b05-00155d039e74&ceid=2736123


White deaths from COVID-19 are lower than their shares of the population in nearly every
state. Black and brown Americans are more likely to be essential workers, unable to work from
home. More are hourly wage employees, meaning they are more likely to see wages cut by the
lockdowns. Or if work continued, many lack hazard pay and access to affordable health care. 
We can't return back to the broken "normal" before COVID-19. This is an opportunity to create a new
normal, where everyone has the opportunity to thrive.

Raise your voice to take action now!
Join us to learn more in a webinar on Thursday 2PM ET.  

As Dr. King said in that speech, "True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar. It comes
to see that an edifice which produces beggars needs restructuring."

COVID-19 has shown that the edifice needs restructuring. Join us in building a new, more just future
together. 

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
St. Mark's: Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper Submit your own Ad
Milford First: A Million Dreams Learning Center staff
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Executive Director, Primary
Program Coordinator and High School Program Coordinator
Bethany UMC - Preschool teachers
State Avenue UMC - Bookkeeper
Park Avenue UMC - Custodian
Okeana UMC - Pianist/Organist
Cheviot UMC - Custodian

 
Items needed and available:

A John Wesley UMC member: Free! Puppets
Cherry Grove UMC: Free! Music
York Street UMC: Needed! Edge trimmer
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Food pantry items

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. John C. Gingerich who died Friday, June 5, 2020. He was a retired pastor from the West Ohio
Conference and served North Broadway UMC as well as congregations and communities in
Oklahoma, Colorado, Iowa, Kansas and Tokyo, Japan. His family will celebrate his life privately at a
later date. You may send memorial contributions to Habitat for Humanity or a social justice
organization of choice, directly or in care of Warren-McElwain Mortuary & Cremation Services, 120

https://www.umcjustice.org/what-you-can-do/advocacy/take-action/week-5?emci=e7223280-f2ab-ea11-9b05-00155d039e74&emdi=6ca1491b-32af-ea11-9b05-00155d039e74&ceid=2736123
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZtOWhaBURJOVi_22U9mKEA?emci=e7223280-f2ab-ea11-9b05-00155d039e74&emdi=6ca1491b-32af-ea11-9b05-00155d039e74&ceid=2736123
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.habitat.org%2Fdonate%2F%3Fkeyword%3Dheader&data=02%7C01%7Cnnewton%40WOCUMC.org%7C9eede00ccbeb4bc8337108d80ee0777d%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637275704543225054&sdata=zYGMYBdSPWE6Yw%2BFvy40ayNw%2FaTdp%2F1CkTsdBRK2u%2Fc%3D&reserved=0


West 13th Street, Lawrence, Kansas 66044. To view his obituary and leave condolences online click
here.

www.orvumc.org, |  Ohio River Valley District UMC,
7388 E Kemper Rd, Suite 1, Cincinnati, OH 45249

SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}

nnewton@wocumc.org | Update Profile | About our service provider

Sent by nnewton@wocumc.org in collaboration with

Try email marketing for free today!

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwarrenmcelwain.com%2Fobituary%2F17951%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cnnewton%40WOCUMC.org%7C9eede00ccbeb4bc8337108d80ee0777d%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637275704543225054&sdata=rTZlvuzAWibD320BKDhXKXNAeuuF1Ryo1N0WCX7Dxr4%3D&reserved=0
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001I2RsqMRJGm__waDmqFmOnfmMu0lGCzFs&t=001YTevu-IsnjLYnjF9oAuC7g%3D%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkc1iLKgCb2wLr4liv25966_&llr=pu94hvcab
https://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=pu94hvcab&m=1102372137615&ea=nnewton@wocumc.org&a=1134413786503&id=preview
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?mse=001I2RsqMRJGm__waDmqFmOnaHNLc-zMUjhMP1hN1TK6pArpvW2o1pTCg%3D%3D&t=001YTevu-IsnjLYnjF9oAuC7g%3D%3D&lang=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkc1iLKgCb2wLr4liv25966_&llr=pu94hvcab&p=oo
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/service-provider?cc=about-service-provider
mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PT_11090&rmc=VF19_V8
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PT_11090&rmc=VF19_V8

