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SUMMER Anti-Racism Fellowship and Learning Opportunities

JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION
at New Vision UMC

Everyone is invited to commemorate Juneteenth at
New Vision UMC with crafts, games, delicious food,
and a special program.

The ORV Racial Justice Team is excited to invite
people from all congregations to celebrate this
holiday which marks an important moment in the
long and ongoing struggle for liberation

and racial justice for African American people and people of color. 

Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery in
the United States. Dating back to 1865, it was on June 19th that the Union soldiers, led by
Major General Gordon Granger, landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the war had
ended and that the enslaved were now free. Note that this was two and a half years after
President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation - which had become official January 1,
1863. The Emancipation Proclamation had little impact on the Texans due to the minimal
number of Union troops to enforce the new Executive Order. However, with the surrender
of General Lee in April of 1865, and the arrival of General Granger’s regiment, the forces
were finally strong enough to influence and overcome the resistance.
 
If you have further questions please contact Jeaninne Walker
 
We look forward to seeing you on June 19th at 1pm-3pm at New Vision UMC
(4400 Reading Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45229) RSVP and Share on Facebook here

Wilmington Juneteenth Celebration

A Juneteenth observance will take place at Wilmington College,



in Wilmington, OH on June 19th, at 11:00 am. Various historically
African American congregations in and around the Wilmington
area will be featured through music and testimony. While the
event is primarily sponsored by Wilmington College, we are
excited to create an opportunity for future inter
congregational relationships. Rev Scott Miller, Wilmington UMC
and Rev. Jim Nathan, Clarksville/Olive Branch UMCs have both
participated in planning and organizing the event. Please contact
either for further information to attend the event.

Resources

Resources for Ministry Transitions
 
Change can be hard. A shift in pastoral leadership brings both
excitement and a feeling of loss and fear. Here are some
resources to make both saying goodbye to a current pastor and
welcoming a new pastor easier for the entire congregation.
 

Amy Graham wrote a hearfelt article from the point of view
of a clergy spouse. She and her husband, the Rev. Curnell
Graham, have moved 3 times in the 9 years they have been married. Their first
move took them from Cincinnati to Columbus and away from Amy's home church,
family and friends. It's a good reminder that the same feelings you are dealing with
are also being felt by pastors in transition and their families, perhaps even more so!
Transition resources assembled by the Cabinet during the pandemic can be found
on the Transforming Mission website, hosted by Rev. Tim Bias and Rev. Sara
Thomas from the Capitol Area South District. Their video series and discussion
guide are great tools to use as you finalize your currrent pastor's season of ministry
and get off to a great start with your new pastor. Click here for their Right Start
training materials.
Lewis Center for Church Leadership also provides many excellent articles and
resources on pastoral transitions. The District also owns a copy of The Right Start
video series done by The Lewis Center. Please contact the District Office if you
would like to schedule a time for one of us to meet with your PPRC for a time of
viewing and discussing these videos.   

 
Feel free to reach out to Todd or Suzanne if you have any other questions or how we
might be of further assistance.

Multiply Minis: Multiply Minis are live, interactive
trainings for ministry leaders to break out of the norm
and hear fresh ideas. These Minis will encourage,
inspire, and resource churches with the most current
topics and innovative best practices from practitioners
across West Ohio and beyond.

Leading Through Uncertainty
Weds June 30 | 10:30-12 | Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen
The only certainty we have these days is that they are
days filled with uncertainty. How long will our aging
congregations survive? Will the church split and if so,
when? What will the church be like post-pandemic?

There is no simple answer, quick fix, or wise guru to save us from this uncertainty. There
are, however, skills that we can learn and habits that we can practice that will help us to
grow as resilient, adaptive, faith filled leaders who will guide our churches, influence our
communities, and transform our world during these uncertain times. Join us as we discuss,
embrace, and grow in these skills and practices that help us lead faithfully through
uncertainty. REGISTER HERE



enCompass Navigating Addiction Training

enCompass: A Comprehensive Training on
Navigating Addiction is a resource for family members
who are trying to navigate the complex world of
addiction and help loved ones achieve recovery. The
guide includes basic definitions, as well as in-depth
information about substance use disorders, treatment

options, communication strategies, and self-care tips. Learn more here.
Hamilton County's training takes place Thurs Aug 5, virtually.

Bob Edwards Memorial Fund 
Grant Application Open through June 25th
 
Bob Edwards was a long time supporter of missions within
the Cincinnati and Ohio River Valley Districts of The United
Methodist Church. He had a heart for children and worked
diligently to make sure that children had the educational
and nutritional support they needed. He was also a faithful
supporter of Scouting Ministries.  A memorial fund serves
to continue his good work. 

The Bob Edwards Memorial Fund Grant Application for Summer Enrichment and
Nutritional Support for children is now open. If your church or agency offers educational,
spiritual and nutritional support for children who are under resourced in these areas, we
invite you to apply for a grant to support this important ministry. We will also consider
applications for projects related to scouting ministries. Grant applications are due to
Rev. Suzanne Allen (sallen@wocumc.org) by June 25, 2021. 

The grant application (as a Word document) can be accessed here.

Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Christian Family Credit Union
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Celebrate their new location in Milford with
a free financial check-up and ice cream

sundaes - June 21, 3:30-5pm
Click here for more details

Bethesda North Pastoral Care Program
Ministry Education for clergy & laity

Touching Lives with the Healing
Presence of God

June 26, 9am-2pm at Loveland UMC
Click here for more details

A Call to Prayer



Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Bruce Gischel  who died Saturday, May 23, 2020. He was a pastor from the West
Ohio Conference who served appointments at East Linden, Southside Church Without
Walls, Baltimore United, Story Hypes and High Street churches. His wife, Bonnie,
survives. A celebration of life service honoring Rev. Gischel will take place Saturday, June
26 at 1:00 pm at Whitehall United Methodist Church. To view his obituary and leave
condolences online click here.

Classifieds

Paid and unpaid job openings:
Board of Directors - Wesley Education Center
Caretaker/Handyman - Friendship UMC
Music Director/Accompanist/Pianist - Waynesville UMC
Family & Children/Youth Ministry Leader - Middletown Christ
Youth Ministry Leader - Milford First UMC
Piano Minister of Music - Ross Community UMC
Office Administrator - St. Mark's UMC
Worship Leader - Bethany UMC
Music Director/Accompanist - North Bend UMC
Director of Children & Family Ministry - Anderson Hills UMC
Director of Youth & College Ministries - Oxford UMC
Pianist - Hartzell UMC
Senior High/Young Adult Minister - Lebanon UMC
High School Program Coordinator, Pre K-6 grade Children's Program Teachers (3
needed), Summer Volunteers - Wesley Chapel Mission Center
Children's Ministry Team Leader - Westwood UMC
Director of Camps, Retreats & Next Gen Engagement - West Ohio Conference

Items needed and available:
Free! - Three large speakers, Milford First UMC
Free! - Retired pastor's library
Free or Donation - Piano, Church member in Mason
Free or Donation  - Brood X Cicada buttons to benefit Chapters, a new church start

Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified


