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Save the Date:
Sunday May 16 at 7 PM


Virtual Spring Celebration

on the ORV Facebook Page

Stay tuned for more details

Please continue to hold in your prayers the Rev. Deacon
Benji Sayre, who was seriously injured in an automobile
accident on Sunday, April 18. He is in the ICU at a Cincinnati
area hospital, awaiting transfer to long term neurological
rehabilitation, and the road to recovery is long but healing is
possible. Please also keep his wife Molly, children Clark and
Annie Kate, and mother Karen in your prayers. 

Benji is the Campus Minister and Director of the Wesley
Foundation at the University of Cincinnati and Associate
Pastor at Clifton United Methodist Church. 

Clergy Session of Annual Conference:
Online - Wednesday May 19

The West Ohio Conference will host the Annual Clergy
Session virtually on May 19, 2021.
All Clergy members of the Annual Conference and Laity on
the Board of Ordained Ministry are invited to participate.

The objectives of the Clergy Session include caring for those who will have new
credentials for Commissioning and Ordination and those who have changed status in the
past year, such as retirees.
 
Registration ends May 12 - please register as soon as possible!



The Most Vital Step Your Church Can Take
to Address Racism

You may be wondering what you can do to engage your
congregation and your community on these topics. Where should
you begin? Enter into prayer and repentance? Learn how to be an
ally of Black people? Call your people to make a community-wide
impact? Though all of these are important actions, I suggest a
more basic, yet vital, step to take. Begin by defining terms.

Why? It seems like it won’t result in quick change. Yet, defining terms allows people of
differing backgrounds, understandings, and experiences to engage in the same
conversation. Rather than talk past each other.

When asked the question, “Are you racist?” many people I know would answer “No.” That
answer makes sense if you understand racism to be conscious hatefulness toward a
person of a different race. Instead, conscious hatefulness is a more apt definition of
prejudice not racism. Yet so many conversations on race and racism get stopped right
there: “But I’m not a racist!”

Just as you wouldn’t conduct a Bible study without distinguishing between the Gospels
and the Letters of Paul, or between the Old and New Testaments, so having a
conversation on race and racism without using agreed upon terms would be equally
frustrating and fruitless. Read the full article here

May Is Mental Health Awareness Month:
National Alliance on Mental Illness

Throughout 2020, NAMI’s “You Are Not Alone” campaign spread a
message of unity when physical and social distancing made it difficult
to feel connected to our friends, family and communities. “You Are Not
Alone” became not just a theme for an awareness event, but also a
rallying cry: The mental health community must come together and
show that no one is ever really alone because we have each other.

For 2021’s Mental Health Awareness Month in May and Bebe Moore Campbell National
Minority Mental Health Awareness Month in July, NAMI will continue to amplify the
message “You Are Not Alone.” ... Together, we can realize our shared vision of a nation
where anyone affected by mental illness can get the appropriate support and quality of
care to live healthy, fulfilling lives — a nation where no one feels alone in their struggle.

Head to NAMI's website for several useful resources for the month.

Educational Opportunities

Bishop Michael Curry joins Bishop Gregory Palmer
at the May 18th Leadership Clinic

Bishop Palmer is excited to announce his next
Leadership Clinic guest, Bishop Michael Curry, on May
18, 10a-12p EST. The Most Rev. Michael Bruce Curry is
Presiding Bishop and Primate of The Episcopal Church.



He is the Chief Pastor and serves as President and
Chief Executive Officer, and as Chair of the Executive Council of The Episcopal Church.

Join us for his teaching titled, “Leadership and the Dangerous Liberation of Love.”
Following Bishop Curry’s teaching, he will be interviewed by Bishop Palmer, and will
be available for LIVE Q&A from participants.

Throughout his ministry, Presiding Bishop Curry has been active in issues of social justice.
He maintains a national preaching and teaching ministry, having been featured on The
Protestant Hour and as a frequent speaker at churches, cathedrals, conferences, and
television news channels around the country and internationally. He has authored five
books and numerous publications including columns for the Huffington Post and the
Baltimore Times. Bishop Curry's latest book: Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in
Troubling Times was released in 2020. In 2018, Bishop Curry gained global attention as
he preached an unforgettable message of love at the Royal Wedding of Prince Harry and
Ms. Megan Markle.

The first 250 people to register for this Clinic will receive a free copy of the book Love is
the Way. Information will be in your registration confirmation email. If you do not receive a
confirmation email, please email Allyssa: agraves@wocumc.org

Learn More and Register Here

Deadline to register is Wednesday, May 12th by midnight.

Other Resources

Toolkit for Launching Your Creation Care Ministry

UMC Discipleship Ministries has prepared a page with
a biblical and historical foundation for integrating
creation care into the life of a United Methodist
congregation, including:

Scriptures by themes
Quotes by Wesley and others on God’s Creation
Sermon Suggestions
Liturgy
Prayers
Book and film references.

Check it out here

Classifieds

Paid and unpaid job openings:
Director of Children & Family Ministry - Anderson Hills UMC
Director of Youth & College Ministries - Oxford UMC
Pianist - Hartzell UMC
Senior High/Young Adult Minister - Lebanon UMC
Preschool Director - Sharonville UMC
High School Program Coordinator, Pre K-6 grade Children's
Program Teachers (3 needed), Summer Volunteers - Wesley Chapel Mission Center
Guitarist - Clough UMC
Children's Ministry Team Leader - Westwood UMC



Director of Camps, Retreats & Next Gen Engagement - West Ohio Conference
Director of Connecting and Discipleship Ministry -
Hyde Park Community UMC
Summer Americorp Interns - UMC Food Ministry
Director of Family and Student Ministry - John Wesley UMC
Keyboardist/Pianist - North Bend UMC
Director of Student and Family Ministries - Shiloh UMC

Items needed and available:
Free! Hand sanitizer for spray bottles - St. Mark's UMC
Free! Choral music - Daphne Robinson

Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified


