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Our own Rev. Dr. Todd Anderson Endorsed
by West Ohio Delegation for Episcopacy
 
On May 13, 2020, the West Ohio Conference delegation
to the upcoming General and Jurisdictional Conferences
endorsed Rev. Dr. Todd Anderson as an episcopal
nominee (Bishop) for the North Central Jurisdiction of The
United Methodist Church.
 
The election of Bishops takes place during Jurisdictional
Conferences every four years. Both the 2020 General
Conference and 2020 North Central Jurisdictional
Conference have been delayed. Official dates for the
rescheduled conferences have not yet been released.

 
The delegation engaged in a discernment process through 2019 and 2020 that included prayer, small
group and delegation discussion, interviews and balloting.

United Methodist Women Urges Members to
Resist Racism in Hearts, Homes,
Communities and Country
 
United Methodist Women decries the February shooting
death of Ahmaud Arbery in Brunswick, Georgia, and
laments that arrests in his killing were only made last week
after a videotape of his final moments went viral although
local law enforcement was in possession of this evidence for weeks. The organization also expresses
concern in the death of Sean Reed, who live streamed his own killing by police in Indianapolis, Indiana,
police officers shooting him more than 10 times and one saying, "Looks like it's going to be a closed
casket, homie."

United Methodist Women calls for an end to extrajudicial killings that harken back to our nation's
shameful legacy of the lynching of Black people. That contemporaries like Trayvon Martin, Atatiana
Jefferson, Tamir Rice, and now Ahmaud Arbery are united in death with the historic lynching victim
Emmett Till is a disgrace. Read more.



Virtual Spring Celebration: Sunday June 7 at 4:30 PM

Our annual celebration of transitions in ministry - including new clergy and retirements -
will be taking place virtually this year. This will allow us to be together and share in this moment even
within the reality of physical distancing. 

You will be able to stream the event on our Facebook page, even if you don't have Facebook. Mark
your calendars and stay tuned for more information!

May Clergy Coffee Zooms

We are so thankful for you and for all of the ways
that you have stepped up and embraced the skill
set needed to lead your church in this very
unusual time of Covid-19.

While it seems that most days we are receiving
some new information from the Governor's office
or the Bishop's office, there is still much that is
unknown.
During the next few weeks it is expected that
information about stages of reopening businesses
in the state as well as plans for how that will
impact churches will be shared. 

We know that you will have many questions. As a forum to discuss those questions as well as to offer
you as much support, encouragement and community as possible, we will be hosting an extra round of
Coffee Talks in May.

We hope you will join us by Zoom on the date and time that works best for your schedule.
 
Thursday, May 21 @ 7 pm
Wednesday, May 27 @ 1 pm 
 
 Click here to register and get your Zoom link.

We look forward to seeing you soon. You are loved! 

 Creative Responses to the Pandemic

 
Chalk Up Your City

An ORV District wide event, social distancing
style.  All ORV churches are invited to participate.



On May 31st , we will share a short worship video
hosted by ORV District youth and their leaders,
giving the opportunity to spread love,
encouragement, and Jesus throughout our city.
The video will be shared on Colocate Ministry
Consulting's Facebook and YouTube pages.
 More information will be shared through
Facebook on both Colocate Ministry Consulting
and the Ohio River Valley Youth Ministry Group. 
You can also email Kelly Getsay
(kellyg@stpaulcumc.org) for details and/or
questions.

ORV COVID-19 Resources Page: 
 
We are always adding new resources to our page to help you with ministry during the
pandemic!
Some of our recent additions include these West Ohio Camps Summer Activities for Kids .
 
To help our churches stay connected while social distancing, we have compiled this page of resources:
everything from live-streaming resources, grants, mental health support, and much more. Check back
often. We will be adding to it on a regular basis as more information becomes available. Resources
here.  

 Opportunities / More Resources

COVID-19 Reentry Kit Challenge

Due to increased exposure to the COVID-19 virus, our
neighbors returning from prison are at a higher risk of
spreading the coronavirus back into the community. At the
same time, incarceration comprises the immune system and
one's overall health, putting COVID-negative returning
neighbors at a higher risk of coronavirus affliction upon their
return to community. The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation
and Correction (ODRC) has asked The West Ohio
Conference for assistance in  providing hygiene items and
face masks to our returning neighbors. 

All In Community, the WOC Disaster Response Ministry, and
the West Ohio Conference United Methodist Women are

challenging our members, churches, and groups to provide 4,0000 returning neighbors with a health kit
that will better protect the well-being of all community members by reducing the spread of COVID-19.

Read more



Church Security Webinar
Thursday at 3 PM

Join United Methodist Insurance Program as we bring you a
vital webinar on Church Security. Our partner Strategos will
cover Church Security, including:

-How to keep your church safe and reinforce the core mission
at the same time
-Protecting what matters most
-Keeping people safe so they can hear the good news
-Biblical church safety

Register here.

Online Resources from West Ohio

Traction Tracks training courses are available
online. These short videos provide insight for
church leadership through this pandemic and
beyond. New ones continue to be added. Click
here for the latest.

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
The UM Gathering - Guitar instructor Submit your own Ad
State Avenue UMC - Bookkeeper
Park Avenue UMC - Custodian
Okeana UMC - Pianist/Organist
Cheviot UMC - Custodian

 
Items needed and available:

The John Wesley UMC: Free! Puppets
Cherry Grove UMC: Free! Music
York Street UMC: Needed! Edge trimmer
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Food pantry items

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and
remember in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Betty Smith who died Tuesday, May 12, 2020. Surviving her in death is her husband, Rev. Theron
Smith. He is a retired pastor from the West Ohio Conference. He served appointments at Wharton,



West Union, Linworth, Troy First, Forest Chapel, Hedges Chapel, Livingston, and Church of the
Saviour. You may send condolences to Rev. Theron Smith, 4516 Trailane Drive, Hilliard, Ohio 43026.


