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Save the Date:
Sunday May 16 at 7 PM
Virtual Spring Celebration
on the ORV Facebook Page
Stay tuned for more details

Please continue to hold in your prayers the Rev. Deacon
Benji Sayre, who was seriously injured in an automobile
accident on Sunday, April 18. He is in the ICU at a Cincinnati
area hospital, and the road to recovery is long but healing is
possible. Please also keep his wife Molly and children Clark
and Annie Kate in your prayers.
Benji is the Campus Minister and Director of the Wesley
Foundation at the University of Cincinnati and Associate
Pastor at Clifton United Methodist Church.

Greening Our Faithfrom Rebekah Simon-Peter
Going green at its core is about recognizing our right
relationship with both our Creator and the creation.

It revolves around the question: What’s the purpose of
creation? Or even more importantly: Who or what is at
the center of creation?
If you answered “me,” you’re not alone. We tend to have
a pretty ego-centric or anthropocentric view of things.
Even in the church. (Jesus died for “me.”)
As if we humans are at the center of the universe and the rest of the creation exists simply
for our sake. The Bible doesn’t hold that same view. (Read more here)

Greening Your Church: 10 First Steps
from Discipleship Ministries
The best way for your church to lead your members into
being good stewards of earth resources is to lead by
example. The bonus in many of these "going green "steps
is that, in the long run, going green will often free up
money that can be used to grow mission, engaging with your community to make
disciples.
Here are ten ways to get started.

Resisting Injustice: Refugee Admissions
from Church and Society
Throughout Scripture, we read stories of refugees
finding welcome in new lands. Jesus began his life
fleeing persecution as a refugee in Egypt. (Matthew
2:13-18) As United Methodists, we are called “provide
wherever possible pastoral care and crisis intervention to refugees.” (Book of
Resolutions, 3281)
Last week the Biden Administration announced the decision to keep the annual refugee
admissions goal at 15,000, the all-time low set by the Trump Administration, before
backtracking and promising a new, higher admissions goal by May 15.
There is no reason to delay increasing the annual refugee admissions goal.
It is time for the Biden Administration to restore the refugee resettlement
program. Members of Congress and the Biden Administration need to hear from United
Methodists about the refugee admissions goal. They must do everything in their power to
welcome as many refugees as possible.
Take action and tell Congress to urge the President to restore our country's moral
leadership in protecting refugees.

Clergy Session of Annual Conference:
Online - Wednesday May 19
The West Ohio Conference will host the Annual Clergy
Session virtually on May 19, 2021.
All Clergy members of the Annual Conference and Laity on
the Board of Ordained Ministry are invited to participate.
The objectives of the Clergy Session include caring for those who will have new
credentials for Commissioning and Ordination and those who have changed status in the
past year, such as retirees.
Registration ends May 12 - please register as soon as possible!

Educational Opportunities
Thursday Evening: "I See You" - Free Webinar Series
with Tex Sample and Scott Hughes
Scott Hughes from Discipleship Ministries (one of our
Training Day presenters) just led a Teaching Tuesday
workshop for us about Courageous Conversations. Scott
will be co-leading a free webinar later this month
with Tex Sample as part of this same project.
Webinar 2: Seeing and Reaching/Working Across Race and Class Lines
Date: Thursday, April 29, 8 PM EST (7 p.m. CDT)
Join Scott Hughes as he talks with Rev. Dr. Tex Sample about his book Working Class
Rage for a two-part webinar series. 1 John 5:20-21 reminds us that part of loving God,
who is unseen, is seeing and loving those around us who are hurting and feel neglected.
This webinar series is part of the Courageous Conversations project, yet it is open to all
pastors and all church leaders who are seeking to better understand and love those who
feel as though their voice doesn’t matter.
You can stream the previous session for free as well.

Upcoming Zoom Teaching Tuesdays
May 4 at 11:30 AM
Nurturing the Soul
ORV Lay Leader, Mrs. Linda Young, will discuss how the
demands of everyday life keep us from tending to the inner life.
Sometimes, we severely under-value the importance of our
interior world. But the rock solid truth is this: our soul's health
drives everything that matters to us. It is foundational to who we are. You'll be reminded of
the importance of nurturing your inner life and learn how to notice the ‘fingerprints of God’
that nourish your soul as you tend to your inner life.
Register here via SignUpGenius

Bishop Michael Curry joins Bishop Gregory Palmer
at the May 18th Leadership Clinic
Bishop Palmer is excited to announce his next
Leadership Clinic guest, Bishop Michael Curry, on May
18, 10a-12p EST. The Most Rev. Michael Bruce Curry is
Presiding Bishop and Primate of The Episcopal Church.
He is the Chief Pastor and serves as President and
Chief Executive Officer, and as Chair of the Executive Council of The Episcopal Church.
Join us for his teaching titled, “Leadership and the Dangerous Liberation of Love.”
Following Bishop Curry’s teaching, he will be interviewed by Bishop Palmer, and will
be available for LIVE Q&A from participants.
Throughout his ministry, Presiding Bishop Curry has been active in issues of social justice.
He maintains a national preaching and teaching ministry, having been featured on The
Protestant Hour and as a frequent speaker at churches, cathedrals, conferences, and
television news channels around the country and internationally. He has authored five
books and numerous publications including columns for the Huffington Post and the

Baltimore Times. Bishop Curry's latest book: Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in
Troubling Times was released in 2020. In 2018, Bishop Curry gained global attention as
he preached an unforgettable message of love at the Royal Wedding of Prince Harry and
Ms. Megan Markle.
The first 250 people to register for this Clinic will receive a free copy of the book Love is
the Way. Information will be in your registration confirmation email. If you do not receive a
confirmation email, please email Allyssa: agraves@wocumc.org
Learn More and Register Here
Deadline to register is Wednesday, May 12th by midnight.

Other Resources
7 Reasons You Must Not Abandon Your Online
Services
As churches return to in-person gatherings, many are
abandoning their digital and streaming services, or at the
very least, they are not giving them the attention they did
during the quarantine.
It’s a mistake. It’s a big mistake. Here are seven reasons why your church must continue
to emphasize and invest in digital and streaming services.

Welcome to the newest member of the ORV!
Congratulations to Rev. Jennifer Howard Burns and family!
Jennifer, husband John, big sis Malea and big brother Micah
welcomed McKenna Marie into the world on April 19, 2021.
Jennifer serves as Associate Pastor at Trinity UMC in Milford
along with Clough and Cherry Grove churches in Anderson Twp.
McKenna, mom and family are doing well. Send your
congratulations to them at pastorjennifer@trinitymilford.org.

A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
Calvin Waugh who died Saturday, April 17, 2021. He was a retired pastor from the West
Ohio Conference who served appointments at Alger First UMC and Hepburn/Otterbein
Charge. His funeral was held last week at First UMC of Ada on April 21. He was laid to

rest in Preston Cemetery in Alger with graveside military services conducted by the Ada
VFW Post #9381 Honor Guard. To read his obituary and leave condolences online click
here.
Rev. Dr. Duane Smith who died Thursday, April 22, 2021. He was a retired pastor from
the West Ohio Conference. He served appointments at Grove City, Calvary, Swanton
Trinity, Greenville First, Fremont Hayes Memorial, and Metamora churches.
His wife, Kay Smith survives. Services will be held privately for the family. You may make
memorial contributions to Cherry Street Mission Ministries in Toledo, Ohio or Habitat for
Humanity of Wood County in Bowling Green, Ohio. To read his obituary and leave
condolences online click here.

Classifieds
Paid and unpaid job openings:
Pre K-6 grade Children's Program Teachers (3 needed) Wesley Chapel Mission Center
Guitarist - Clough UMC
Children's Ministry Team Leader - Westwood UMC
Pianist - Hartzell UMC
Director of Youth & College Ministries - Oxford UMC
Summer Volunteers - Wesley Chapel Mission Center
Director of Camps, Retreats & Next Gen Engagement - West Ohio Conference
Director of Connecting and Discipleship Ministry Hyde Park Community UMC
Senior High/Young Adult Minister - Lebanon UMC
Summer Americorp Interns - UMC Food Ministry
Preschool Director - Sharonville UMC
Director of Family and Student Ministry - John Wesley UMC
Keyboardist/Pianist - North Bend UMC
Director of Student and Family Ministries - Shiloh UMC
Items needed and available:
Free! Hand sanitizer for spray bottles - St. Mark's UMC
Free! Choral music - Daphne Robinson
Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified

