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Congratulations to the winners of the virtual dodgeball contest!
Watch the whole worship service here, and don't forget to follow Colocate Ministry

for resources and opportunities for youth in the ORV.

Spring Gathering via Zoom - Thursday at 7 PM

The ORV Clergy Spouses Fellowship announces our Spring Gathering on Thursday, April 23, 2020
beginning at 7 pm on Zoom at a computer near you! 
The program for the evening, hosted by Deborah Wood, will be about Self-Care for Clergy Spouses.
The topic, while chosen a year ago, is so relevant for our current time! So grab an appetizer and a
drink and stroll over to your nearest computer for an hour of fellowship with other clergy spouses!

This gathering is open to all who count themselves as a spouse of a United Methodist clergy in the
Ohio River Valley. To attend, please email Deborah Wood (deborah@thewoodfamily.name) and
she will send you the Zoom Meeting ID.

The ORV Clergy Spouses Fellowship recognizes that spouses of clergy are in unique positions
within their churches-lay persons, but without all the same freedoms of laity due to the connection to
their pastor husbands or wives. We gather to support one another in the challenges of being a clergy
spouse and to celebrate the joys of the same. We look forward to "seeing" you at our gathering on
April 23 where we get to visit with others who are walking on a similar path.

Reminder: 2020 Annual Conference has been postponed to September 11-12
Read the Bishop's letter here

ORV COVID-19 Resources Page: 

To help our churches stay connected while social distancing, we have compiled this page of
resources for you: live-streaming resources, grants, mental health support, and much more. Check

https://www.facebook.com/ColocateMinistryConsulting/videos/226334168470374/
https://www.facebook.com/ColocateMinistryConsulting
mailto:deborah@thewoodfamily.name
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/bishop-announces-postponement-annual-conference
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches


back often. We will be adding to it on a regular basis as more information becomes
available. Resources here. 

 Creative Responses to the Pandemic

 
New Vienna UMC Food Pantry

Our church has provided a monthly food pantry for many many years that has been a cornerstone of
our outreach ministry.  But, with the unique stresses the Covid-19 crisis has placed on the
community, our Pantry Team Leader Carmen Sparks came to me and asked to step out in faith and
open our pantry in a new way on a weekly basis during the shutdown. She organized a Drive-Thru
Stay in Your Car Pantry that we operate every week on alternating Wednesdays and Fridays. Since
March 27,2020, New Vienna UMC has provided food to 1,208 people!!  
 
This ramped up ministry has also created some amazing partnerships with the local New Vienna
Police Department ( who come and direct the flow of traffic so as not to cause any accidents on State
Route 28) and Huhtamaki, Inc.(who have donated hundreds of packages of plastic cups and plates),
also in New Vienna, and the local Village Council and Mayor Kathi Weaver Stone.  All have donated
time or items and are contributing to our first Community Food Drive which is also a drive-thru event
on April 18.
 
I am so very proud of my church family and the spirit of Christ we share out here in the
country. Blessings to each of you and your families through Our Gracious King.

-Desiree Gruber

 Opportunities / More Resources

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches


Afternoon Online Worship Service Wednesday 4/22 : Register Here

April 26 is Native American Sunday

In the account of Jesus walking on the road to
Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35), the disciples do not
recognize Jesus until they invite him to stay with
them and he sits and breaks bread. Similarly, in
our churches, it is through sharing with one
another that we experience Christ among us. 

The Covid-19 crisis has an increased impact on
those who live paycheck to paycheck and weren't
able to stockpile basic needs. 

Through our giving, we celebrate United Methodist Native American Ministries. As we share in
community for this and other denominational giving opportunities, our offerings connect us in ways
that recognize Christ among us. Read more here.

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/5915870625468/WN_jgrqymjURAWi00rIWE2gCw
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/5915870625468/WN_jgrqymjURAWi00rIWE2gCw
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/april-26-native-american-sunday


Traction Tracks Online Resources

Traction Tracks training courses are available
online. These short videos provide insight for
church leadership through this pandemic and
beyond.

First Quick Steps to Connection with Online Worship Visitors
Strategies for Making Your Church the "Go To" Place During the Pandemic Season

Move Ministry With Families To The Next Level-Even During A Pandemic

All In Community Prayer Gathering,
Weekly on Wednesdays @ 10AM

 This weekly online gathering is to pray for our
loved ones and neighbors who are incarcerated,
working in correctional facilities, returning to our
communities, hurting from injustices, and
struggling to be a supportive family member
during these difficult days. Join All In Community
Conference Leaders for 15-20 minutes in Jesus's
peaceful and healing presence.  You may email
ahead of time prayer requests to Kathi Herington
at kaherington@gmail.com.

Join via Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/99025366426?pwd=dEVDWDF2eDNaQW0yM0taQ0pDOGZqQT09
Password: AICPRAYS

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Okeana UMC - Pianist/Organist Submit your own Ad
Cheviot UMC - Custodian
Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati - Associate Director

https://youtu.be/PeTa-RZZ-Xg
https://youtu.be/H-Jzj6J8el8
https://youtu.be/9sUQL4mgo1U
mailto:kaherington@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/99025366426?pwd=dEVDWDF2eDNaQW0yM0taQ0pDOGZqQT09
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/start-planning-your-churchs-covid-19-recovery-ministry-now
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting


Anderson Hills UMC - Pastor of Visitation and Senior Ministry
Oxford UMC - Director of Children's Ministry
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Director of Operations
Bethany UMC - Director of Student Ministries
Cornerstone UMC - Worship Director
Middletown First UMC - Guitarist/Songleader
 
Items needed and available:
York Street UMCM: Needed! Lawn mower and edge trimmer
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Food pantry items
Christ, Prince of Peace UMC: Gas stove available for purchase
Oak Hills UMC: Free! Padded Church Pews
Milford First UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Russell Sawmiller Jr. who died Friday, April 17, 2020. He was a retired pastor from the West
Ohio Conference who served appointments at Glendale, Bexley, Granville, Waterville, Miamisburg,
Indianola, UM Union, and Walnut Hills-Avondale churches. Preceding him in death was his
wife, Marilyn Mittler Sawmiller. There will be a private burial with a memorial service held at a later
date. You may make memorial donations to Broad Street UMC, the Alzheimer's Foundation or a
charity of your choice. To view his obituary and leave condolences online click here.
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https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.broadstreetumc.net%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cnnewton%40WOCUMC.org%7C897233089ca64c143fa208d7e56a794b%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637230117783678984&sdata=u5q2vuSq5bsVuYTD%2F3pmjMTrWKAeAZRnKRyjOd3H7R8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falzfdn.org%2Fsupport-us%2Fdonate%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cnnewton%40WOCUMC.org%7C897233089ca64c143fa208d7e56a794b%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637230117783688977&sdata=pe%2B%2FiJX6U7YBIsJoHh9y2N4%2FIbtVgfzPzXoVAJl%2BSJQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.schoedinger.com%2Fobituaries%2FRussell-Sawmiller%2F%23!%2FObituary&data=02%7C01%7Cnnewton%40WOCUMC.org%7C897233089ca64c143fa208d7e56a794b%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637230117783698974&sdata=B0XY1Gkg684dbjsjuFKcfcocH%2Bl2TRQEXPImHm4cpWI%3D&reserved=0
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PT_11090

