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Please hold in your prayers the Rev. Deacon Benji Sayre,
who was seriously injured in an automobile accident Sunday
afternoon. He is in the ICU at a Cincinnati area
hospital. Please also keep his wife Molly and children Clark
and Annie Kate in your prayers. 

Benji is the Campus Minister and Director of the Wesley
Foundation at the University of Cincinnati and Associate
Pastor at Clifton United Methodist Church. Both Molly and
Clark were injured in the accident as well, were treated and
released from area hospitals.

Additionally, please pray for Sandi George and her husband
Tom. Sandi, a much loved member of the West Ohio
Conference staff in the Office of Finance and Administration,
was admitted to a Columbus area hospital overnight.

Peace,
Todd

Camp Otterbein Needs Your Help:
Picnic Table Drive

We’re headed outside this summer! To
help stop the spread of COVID-19, Camp
Otterbein is serving all our meals outside.
We need your help to purchase picnic
tables so our campers have somewhere to

sit. Imagine picnic tables spread out across the lawn in the picture above with campers
enjoying eating together outside! We have selected high quality steel-frame picnic tables
that will hold up to a beating from campers and stand the test of time. For everyone to
have a place to sit, we need 16 tables. Each table costs $275 including the frame kit
and lumber. We can’t make this summer happen without your help! Please consider
donating a table to help create a life-changing experience for campers this summer! You
can make donations online by visiting WestOhioCamps.org and clicking “Donate” at the



top of the page or by mailing checks to 32 Wesley, addressed: West Ohio Camps Attn:
United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio

Sustainability and Climate Justice:
Electronics Recycling Drive-Through

The Cincinnati Recycling & Reuse Hub has announced upcoming dates for some of their
electronics recycling events for 2021. All events are held, rain or shine, on Saturdays, from
10 AM until 2 PM at their warehouse location, 911 Evans Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45204.
The event dates are: April 24, May 15 & May 29. Get the latest info
at www.cincinnatirecyclingandreusehub.org

RecycleForce, a non-profit from Indianapolis, will de-manufacture items and shred all hard
drives to address any privacy concerns. The plastics, glass, and metals are then collected,
packaged, and sold to build new components, while all toxic elements, such as lead and
mercury, will be disposed of properly to avoid environmental contamination. RecycleForce
provides transitional jobs to formerly incarcerated people, helping them to rebuild their
lives and increase their chances of sustained future employment.

Questions? Contact the Hub at 513-538-3798 or cintirecyclingandreusehub@gmail.com .

Educational Opportunities

Upcoming Zoom Teaching Tuesdays

May 4 at 11:30 AM
Nurturing the Soul

ORV Lay Leader, Mrs. Linda Young, will discuss how the
demands of everyday life keep us from tending to the inner life.
Sometimes, we severely under-value the importance of our
interior world. But the rock solid truth is this: our soul's health
drives everything that matters to us. It is foundational to who we are. You'll be reminded of
the importance of nurturing your inner life and learn how to notice the ‘fingerprints of God’
that nourish your soul as you tend to your inner life.

Register here via SignUpGenius

Multiply Minis are live, 90-minute, relevant, timely
trainings for ministry leaders and churches to multiply their
impact. There are 22 minis from April thru May this year.  
 
How will the church connect with our kids/grandkids as we
emerge from the pandemic? There’s a Mini for that! Do you
have questions about how your church will do youth
ministry, post-pandemic? There’s a Mini for that!

Join us this coming Tuesday, April 27 , either in the
morning or afternoon, for a "What's Next" session on Youth
Ministry (AM) or Children's Ministry (PM)

The experts from Colocate Ministry Consulting LLC will lead this 90-minute live webcast.
To register for this free Mini, visit multiplyminis.org- registration deadline is Sunday.

*Our prayers are with Benji Sayre and family. Benji is the co-founder of Colocate. After
prayerful consideration, the Colocate team has decided to move forward with Tuesday’s



trainings.
 
If you would like a consultation to determine which Minis might be best for you, please
contact Allyssa Graves in the Office of Fresh Starts & New Beginnings, 614-505-7405.

Multiply Minis are free for West Ohio clergy and laity. Space is limited to 150 participants
per Mini. To view the full listing of this year’s Multiply Minis and/or to register for any of the
sessions, visit www.multiplyminis.org.  CEUs are available for all Multiply Minis.  

Bishop Michael Curry joins Bishop Gregory Palmer
at the May 18th Leadership Clinic

Bishop Palmer is excited to announce his next
Leadership Clinic guest, Bishop Michael Curry, on May
18, 10a-12p EST. The Most Rev. Michael Bruce Curry is
Presiding Bishop and Primate of The Episcopal Church.
He is the Chief Pastor and serves as President and
Chief Executive Officer, and as Chair of the Executive Council of The Episcopal Church.

Join us for his teaching titled, “Leadership and the Dangerous Liberation of Love.”
Following Bishop Curry’s teaching, he will be interviewed by Bishop Palmer, and will
be available for LIVE Q&A from participants.

Throughout his ministry, Presiding Bishop Curry has been active in issues of social justice.
He maintains a national preaching and teaching ministry, having been featured on The
Protestant Hour and as a frequent speaker at churches, cathedrals, conferences, and
television news channels around the country and internationally. He has authored five
books and numerous publications including columns for the Huffington Post and the
Baltimore Times. Bishop Curry's latest book: Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in
Troubling Times was released in 2020. In 2018, Bishop Curry gained global attention as
he preached an unforgettable message of love at the Royal Wedding of Prince Harry and
Ms. Megan Markle.

The first 250 people to register for this Clinic will receive a free copy of the book Love is
the Way. Information will be in your registration confirmation email. If you do not receive a
confirmation email, please email Allyssa: agraves@wocumc.org

Learn More and Register Here

Deadline to register is Wednesday, May 12th by midnight.

Other Resources

2021 Mental Health Month Toolkits Available for Download

To help promote May as Mental Health Month, Mental Health
America (MHA) and the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
have developed toolkits to help communities generate awareness
and understanding about mental health, while working to reduce
stigma. MHA’s Tools to Thrive kit provides practical tools that
everyone can use to improve their mental health and increase
resiliency regardless of their personal situation. The toolkit
includes sample materials for communications and social media, as well as printable
handouts on a variety of topics, including: adapting after trauma and stress; dealing with
anger and frustration; getting out of thinking traps; processing big changes; taking time for
yourself; and radical acceptance. NAMI’s toolkit, which includes images and graphics,
continues to amplify the message “You Are Not Alone.” NAMI’s resources emphasize
the healing value of connecting in safe ways, prioritizing mental health and acknowledging
that it’s okay to not be okay through NAMI’s blog, personal stories, videos, digital toolkits,



social media engagements and national events.

Organizing Against the Death Penalty

As a follow up to the Lent 2021: Leaning into Justice Challenge, the
Justice Ministry of Hyde Park Community UMC wants to help people
engage in reforming the criminal justice system and abolishing the
death penalty.

Capital punishment is flawed in theory and practice. Racism, classism
and other systematic oppressions profoundly shape who received
capital punishment. Additionally, wrongful execution is an inherent risk in capital
punishment. In the United States, 185 people who were wrongly convicted have been
exonerated from death row since 1973.
 
To learn more and engage in the work of abolishing the death penalty, the Justice
Ministry of Hyde Park Community UMC is hosting two virtual events that are open to all.
The first, a book discussion of The Sun Does Shine on Monday April 26 from 7:00p-
8:30p and a workshop facilitated by Intercommunity Justice and Peace Center
(IJPC) on Monday May 3 from 7:00p-8:30p. ALL ARE INVITED!! 
 
To register for these free zoom events, please visit:

Book Discussion on Monday April 26: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpd--
urTgtHdBd1GbMEKxZ_tb-3fmANSi_

IJPC Abolishing Ohio's Death Penalty Workshop on Monday May 3: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAodu2trj0sHtK1s7KDPjINoo-uhtVtmyTZ

A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Mary Emmert who died Friday, April 16, 2021. She was married to Rev. Herman
Emmert who is a retired pastor from the West Ohio Conference. He served appointments
at Heritage, Glenwood, Monroe Street, Middletown First, and Norwood First churches. He
also served as a District Superintendent for the conference. Visitation was today from 1:00
pm to 2:00 pm at Middletown First UMC. Her funeral service began at 2:00 pm. Private
entombment will be at Arlington Memorial Gardens in Mount Healthy, Ohio for the family.
To read her obituary and leave condolences online click here.

Norman K. Quick who died Tuesday, April 13, 2021. He is remembered for his service to
many donors and supporters of the West Ohio Conference, having served as the first
Executive Director of the Council on Development, from its creation in 1978 to his
retirement in 1992. His a funeral service was held this morning at 10:00 am. In lieu of
flowers, you may make donations to Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church. To
read his obituary and leave condolences online click here.

__________________________________________________



Classifieds

Paid and unpaid job openings:
Children's Ministry Team Leader - Westwood UMC
Pianist - Hartzell UMC
Director of Youth & College Ministries - Oxford UMC
Summer Volunteers - Wesley Chapel Mission Center
Director of Camps, Retreats & Next Gen Engagement -
West Ohio Conference
Director of Connecting and Discipleship Ministry -
Hyde Park Community UMC
Senior High/Young Adult Minister - Lebanon UMC
Summer Americorp Interns - UMC Food Ministry
Preschool Director - Sharonville UMC
Director of Family and Student Ministry - John Wesley UMC
Keyboardist/Pianist - North Bend UMC
Director of Student and Family Ministries - Shiloh UMC

Items needed and available:
Free! Hand sanitizer for spray bottles - St. Mark's UMC
Free! Choral music - Daphne Robinson

Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified


