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Celebrate Easter, God's Creation, and Earth Day by Planting a Victory
Garden!
 
As John tells us the story of the resurrection, we find ourselves in a garden.
Mary mistakes Jesus for the gardener, saying to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where
you have laid him, and I will take him away."  As Jesus speaks her name, she recognizes him.  Her
grief is transformed to joy.
 
John's description of this transformational moment takes us back to the very first garden, where
creation began.  We realize that here, Jesus is the gardener, tending to creation with his grace and
love, offering a new beginning to us all.
 
The garden is the place of victory, the place of resurrection.
As Paul writes about the resurrection and what it means for us he says,  
"Death has been swallowed up in victory.
Where O death is your victory, where O death is your sting? 
...But thanks be to God; who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you
know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain."  I Corinthians 15:55-58
 
As we claim the victory of Jesus Christ during these days of Covid-19, we invite you to return to the
garden and to plant a Victory Garden. 
 
Planting a garden in your backyard or in your church yard is a sign of hope.  It is a sign of resurrection. 
It is a sign of care of the environment and doing our part for creation care.  It is a way of providing food
for our families and our food pantries. 
 
Acadia Tucker reminds us that: "Planting a garden is a powerful act.  It gives each of us with access to
a little dirt the power to feed ourselves healthy food, and do something about climate change."
 
She reminds us of the time during World War II when there were 20 million Victory Gardens across the
US to support the efforts of the war, as "more food grown at home for civilians meant more food to
send to the troops abroad. It also meant the trucks and trains ordinarily used to transport produce to
grocery stores were freed up to move weapons and soldiers. And growing food at home helped families
stretch their meager weekly rations."
 
As we are in this season of Easter Victory, as we prepare to celebrate The Festival of God's Creation on
April 19th, Arbor Day on April 24th, and the 50 th Anniversary of Earth Day on April 25 th, perhaps there
is no better way to observe these days and do our part to respond to the Covid-19 crisis, than planting a
Victory Garden that will nourish our souls, our environment, our bodies, and our communities.
 
Will you join us?



- Rev. Suzanne Allen
 
Read more in this article by Acadia Tucker, "How to Plant a Victory Garden" 
https://stonepierpress.org/gardeningnews/climatevictorygarden

Photos from Esperanza Viva and Hartzell's vigil times
 

Good Friday Vigil - Thank You!

Thanks to so many groups and individuals across the ORV who joined in our Good Friday Prayer Vigil
and who shared words and images from your prayer time with us.  Many were posted on our ORV
Facebook page on Friday night and Saturday. 
 
Words of reflection from Sally Meyer's prayer time:
As I sat here this half hour and just connected with God and asked God to help us all to get through
this the 23rd Psalm kept coming to my mind:  " The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want.  He maketh me
to lie down in green pastures, he restoreth my soul."
This isn't a Cincinnati issue or even an Ohio issue, this pandemic affects the entire world. 
The Lord is our shepherd. 

The Need for Water

On Maundy Thursday as I encouraged persons to
wash hands and remember how Jesus washed his
disciples feet, I felt a strange conviction. The
simple act of washing someone else's hands is
a powerful remembrance of the love of God in
Christ. 

On Easter, the baptismal font and lighted Christ
candle reminded me of Christ's Resurrection. The
cleansing gift of our holy bath and the personal
rising to be clothed in new life stirred my heart and
mind. We are people of a Living Christ who we
know and experience in Living Water of love and
life.

It's plain wrong that persons experiencing homelessness outdoors do not have access to the
plain gift of clean water. In some ways, without water both the love of Christ and new life in Christ are
restrained. This is something we can fix. There is something we can do.

Attached you will find a letter from many direct service providers in Cincinnati explaining the urgent

https://stonepierpress.org/gardeningnews/climatevictorygarden
http://facebook.com/orvdistrict


need for the City of Cincinnati to step in to provide for clean water access. The numbers of people
experiencing homelessness outdoors is increasing significantly and many people have 
little to no access to clean drinking water, water to clean hands, showers or laundry .
Intervention is needed to provide for these basic needs to prevent the rapid spread of COVID-19.

The same situation is occurring in the cities of Hamilton, Middletown, and Wilmington. In fact, each of
the five counties of the ORV is experiencing it, some in smaller ways than others.   

Please read and review the attached letter. If you, your family, your ministry team, or your
congregation want to send it to one of the four city governments or county commissioners, please
prepare an e-mail introduction and attach the original letter. It is important that your e-mail acknowledge
that you are aware of this concern because of the situation in Cincinnati and that you are similarly
concerned for your city or county, and ask them to share their response to the need for clean water for
drinking, washing hands, bathing, and laundry in your city or county with you. Here are the contacts:

Cincinnati and Hamilton County: citycouncil@cincinnati-oh.gov
Hamilton, OH and Butler County: nick.garuckas@hamilton-oh.gov, City Clerk
Middletown and Butler County: dept_citycouncil@cityofmiddletown.org
Wilmington and Clinton County: mark.mckay@inhoff.com, Convener of City Council
Clermont County: webmaster@clermontcountyohio.gov
Warren County: tina.osborne@co.warren.oh.us

Remember your baptism, and give the gift of life! 
Remember Jesus, the washer, and love as he has loved.

David Meredith, Director of Urban Ministry, ORV

Ways to Share and Stay Connected
 
It has been inspiring to see the way churches are continuing to engage in ministry in this unusual time.
From live-streaming worship, to "drive through church", to food ministry and community organizing, the
United Methodist Church continues to be the hands and feet of Jesus to meet the needs of the people.
 
Yet we still grieve that, right now, we can't shake hands with a new visitor after their first Sunday. We
grieve that we can't be physically present to our neighborhoods in the same way. Here are some ways
to continue some of that energy within this present situation:
 
- Connect with new viewers post-livestream

Since you can't shake a new visitor's hand on a Sunday morning, are there ways to follow up
digitally? Can you go through the comments of your livestream and see if there are any new
people to check in with?

 
-  Tell the story beyond your church on social media

 
Social media "trending" is a bit of a mystery, and yet a post can take on a life of its own when a
compelling story is shared. Does your church have a Twitter or Instagram? Consider getting one,
even if you only do a couple posts there. Reply to news articles by talking about how your church
is meeting needs - for instance, respond to a story about homelessness during COVID-19 with a
link for how folks can participate in a volunteer effort.

 
-  Reach out to press to tell the story

https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/4849d4a1-0d94-4c49-98bd-9cd75e0859b5.pdf
mailto:citycouncil@cincinnati-oh.gov
mailto:nick.garuckas@hamilton-oh.gov
mailto:dept_citycouncil@cityofmiddletown.org
mailto:mark.mckay@inhoff.com
mailto:webmaster@clermontcountyohio.gov
mailto:tina.osborne@co.warren.oh.us


 
In addition to directly communicating with news organizations on Facebook, or with individual
reporters on Twitter, it never hurts to send a press release to our local news outlets. Check the
"contact" portion of TV station websites or look for their newsdesk phone numbers and emails.

 
- United Methodist Resources
 

United Methodist Communications offers graphics, marketing guidance, and many other
resources for spreading the word about your church's activities. Check out the Fresh Expressions
communications workshop in this edition of News and Notes.
 

Contact Nick Federinko - presentorv@gmail.com - with other communications questions.

Colocate - Young People's Assessment Results

Thank you to everyone who participated! Read the executive summary here.

ORV Young People's Assessment -
Thank You!

Please Help Vote 
for the #ORVDodgeball winner!  

Over the last two weeks there have been young
people around the district taking up the
#ORVDodgeball Challenge that came out of the
District Wide Youth Video Worship led by eight
leaders in youth ministry from the ORV district.
 Take a minute and share your support by voting
for which one you think should be the top picture.
 The picture with the most support will get $250
for their church to use for a summer event!  
Click here to vote

You can also tune in to Colocate Ministry
Consulting's Facebook Page  or YouTube
Page on April 19th at 6:30pm to see who one and
experience another District Wide Youth Video
Worship led by leaders in youth ministry from
around the ORV district.

mailto:presentorv@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G17vI52C91ZsyoxCdDf-4HE3C237qoQf/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXfJCSuCRSw&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G17vI52C91ZsyoxCdDf-4HE3C237qoQf/view
https://colocatemc.typeform.com/to/jCVEfW
https://www.facebook.com/ColocateMinistryConsulting/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-BFrA9vpjE3qrLCtK1VHDQ/
https://colocatemc.typeform.com/to/jCVEfW


ORV COVID-19 Resources Page: 

To help our churches stay connected while social distancing, we have compiled this page of resources
for you: live-streaming resources, grants, mental health support, and much more. Check back often. We
will be adding to it on a regular basis as more information becomes available. Resources here. 

 Creative Responses to the Pandemic

Festival of Faiths Zoom EventsFestival of Faiths Zoom Events

During this historic time of overwhelming
uncertainty and worldwide crisis, we will continue
the momentum of our community's interfaith
collaboration through a series of short webinars,
called "Turning to Faith.""Turning to Faith."
  At a time when we cannot be together physically,
each half-hour "zoomette" will feature faith
leaders' spiritual sharing, prayer and interactive
conversation while answering "chat" questions
from the Zoom audience.  

Our own Todd Anderson will be participating in theOur own Todd Anderson will be participating in the
May 10th Zoom!May 10th Zoom!

Learn more and get the registration link hereLearn more and get the registration link here

 Opportunities / More Resources

Festival of God's Creation / Earth Day

The United Methodist Church designates one
Sunday each year, preferably the Sunday closest
to Earth Day (April 19), as a Festival of God's
Creation, celebrating God's gracious work in
creating the earth and all living things. Many
congregations recognize the day in worship;
others have special events or projects to observe
it.

Discipleship Ministries has liturgy and other worship resources for United Methodists to use in
celebrating the Festival. The resources are also appropriate for services on Earth Day.

The United Methodist Church is among 37 national faith bodies, including Protestant denominations
and Orthodox communions, as well as regional faith groups, and congregants working with Creation
Justice Ministries to protect and restore God's Creation. Get resources from CreationJustice.org

Fresh Expressions 

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches
https://mailchi.mp/1b14094bbe45/turning-to-faith-in-a-time-of-crisis?e=00dfec7d1c
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/festival-of-gods-creation
http://www.creationjustice.org/
http://www.creationjustice.org/earth-day-sunday.html


Social Media Workshop

The Pandemic Lockdown has moved your church
online. Even when it is over, nothing will be the
same. Whether you're using Facebook for the first
time or you're excellent at Instagram, you need a
plan to grow your social media skills, so that you
can love and serve your congregation and
beyond. 
The FX Social Media Academy you will give you
the tools you need to: 

Help your church feel connected again 
Master communication methods you can
use for counseling and discipling at a
distance
Serve people in your community that might
never come to a traditional church service

Join us for a three hour, hands-on training experience.

Session 1: Social Media 101: Why every leader and church should be actively engaged in social
media.
Session 2: Developing a Social Media Strategy for your Church: Finding the right rhythms and
platforms for leaders and churches.
Session 3: Communicating Beyond the Basics: Brand, Bulletins, Ads, Groups, Live Stream...
What does it all mean and how do I make the most of it?

Register today for the session you need, or all three!  

WEST OHIO DISCOUNT: Fresh Expressions US has invited Brad Aycock, West Ohio's Director of
New Church Development to lead this academy. West Ohio leaders can receive a 50% discount for any
or all of these sessions. Simply enter WOUMC when registering.

Leadership Resilience Series
Wednesdays, 10 AM EST - May 6, 13, and 20

Fear-proof your ministry  in the midst of rapidly
changing times.  Registration grants you special
admission to a series of three one-hour sessions
designed to boost your spiritual, emotional, and
financial resilience, empowering you to pivot with
greater grace and energy.  We know it's not easy
to stay centered in the midst of uncertain times.
Even Jesus occasionally struggled with it. 
Leadership Resilience is your answer.  This series
will guide you to lead with greater courage, clarity
and confidence!

Click Here to Register

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Okeana UMC - Pianist/Organist Submit your own Ad
Cheviot UMC - Custodian
Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati - Associate Director
Anderson Hills UMC - Pastor of Visitation and Senior Ministry

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/social-media-academy-going-from-simple-to-savvy-in-three-sessions-tickets-102248744748
https://www.mcssl.com/SecureCart/ViewCart.aspx?mid=8AD131D2-70FD-432B-878A-C06CAD6EAD7F&sctoken=d25c84aac1104c8189c2151faa81a600&bhjs=1&bhqs=1
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting


Oxford UMC - Director of Children's Ministry
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Director of Operations
Bethany UMC - Director of Student Ministries
Cornerstone UMC - Worship Director
Middletown First UMC - Guitarist/Songleader
 
Items needed and available:

York Street UMCM: Needed! Lawn mower and edge trimmer
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Food pantry items
Christ, Prince of Peace UMC: Gas stove available for purchase
Oak Hills UMC: Free! Padded Church Pews
Milford First UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and
remember in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Helen Gebhard who died Saturday, April 4, 2020. She was married to the late Rev. Wesley Gebhard, a
retired West Ohio pastor. Together they served McComb, Springfield Grace, Marietta Norwood, Euclid
Toledo, Wayne, and Upton churches. She will be interred at Maplewood Cemetery in Toledo and will
have a private graveside service. There will not be a visitation.The family requests memorial donations
be made in Helen's name to Aldersgate United Methodist Church. To view her obituary and leave
condolences online click here.

https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.ansberg-west.com/obituaries/Helen-Gebhard/#!/Obituary
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