
News and Notes
March 31, 2020

"O for a faith that will not shrink
Tho' pressed by many a foe,
That will not tremble on the brink
Of any earthly woe"

Bishop Palmer shares some encouraging words in this week's
edition of West Ohio News Net.

Also discussed: the CARES Act (federal relief package) and what it
means for churches, an update from General Board of Higher Ed
and Ministry on student loans, the needs of our hospitals, and
Greenhouse's online church (see more below) 

To sign up for News Net, go to WestOhioUMC.org, scroll down to
the "sign up for newsletter" link at bottom right, and sign up.

Tomorrow is National Census Day! 
 



Join national faith leaders on Census Day 2020 to talk about the importance of the census and how
people of faith can ensure everyone is counted, especially considering the COVID-19 crisis.
 
The census only happens once every 10 years, so together we can ensure a faithful census! 
Register here to join the conversation on Zoom (register here) or watch on our Facebook page. 

Don't Forget to Vote!

Per the Secretary of State's Website:  "The coronavirus crisis has changed the trajectory of our lives. As
we work to overcome those challenges, it's still important to have your voice heard in the Ohio primary.
The Ohio General Assembly has put in place a plan that will allow all Ohioans to continue voting by
mail until April 28. Don't lose your voice! Vote!"  You can find details on how to apply for an absentee
ballot on the Secretary of State's website or the Hamilton County Board of Elections .

ORV COVID-19 Resources Page: 

To help our churches stay connected while social distancing, we have compiled this page of resources
for you: live-streaming resources, grants, mental health support, and much more. Check back often. We
will be adding to it on a regular basis as more information becomes available. Resources here. 

 
COVID-19 Response Facebook Group

The ORV District Facebook page has added a
new group section for sharing ministry stories in
the midst of COVID-19. Have a joy or encouraging
story to share with other leaders? Need fellow
workers or support? Check out the public
Facebook group!

 
Ministry Relief from Credit Union

UM Financial Credit Union is offering ministry
relief loans through this challenging time. Of note:
a $100,000 secured loan at 2.9%, a $50,000
unsecured loan, and $10,000 emergency loans for
clergy. Read more here.

Colocate Youth Event-
Watch Now!

Colocate's District Wide Youth Event is now
available to stream on their Facebook page. 
Learn more about how our youth are
connecting throughout this different time,
and learn how to participate in Colocate's
video contest!



Call for Children's Ministry Stories

We applaud our children and youth staff for coming up
with creative ways to engage young folks virtually. We
want to hear these stories so we can share them and
foster more creativity. Please share your virtual
children's ministry stories with Nick Federinko -
presentorv@gmail.com

 Creative Responses to the Pandemic

Gaines UMC's youth and adult volunteers spent Sunday, March 8, 2020, serving in mission. They
joined Maslow's Army, a local ministry that provides outreach opportunities to minister among the
homeless each Sunday of the month. The needs of Maslow's Army now have special significance as
the homeless population is being left behind during quarantine efforts, business closures, and social
distancing.

Here is one story:

I had a great experience while doing the sock
drive. There was much to do, and we were always
busy. While we were downtown doing the sock
drive, I saw a lot of different people and seeing all
these different faces made my view on people
different. While working, I saw two men who
looked very put together; I don't know if they
actually needed the clothing and food or if they
were just there because they knew they could get
free food. But seeing these men made me think
that you can't know someone based only on
appearance. I don't know what's happening in
people's lives or their financial situation. You can
look like the poorest man in the world and be
financially stable, living in a beautiful big home,
with a hot meal waiting for you on the table. You
can also look very put together and still be living
from check to check. That's why it's terrible to
judge people; you can never know someone just
on the way they look.  Some of the people we
served were super polite and some not so much,
but we can't expect everyone to be kind. My
favorite part about the whole experience was the
opportunity to serve. Giving to the people made
me happy. Jesus said, "do to the least of my
brethren you've done unto me."

- Marcia Gause



To read more stories from Gaines UMC's volunteers, read their newsletter here.

Need for Housing for Homeless People

"Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition of Cincinnati (MARCC)  is asking
congregations and denominations", who may have a vacant manse,
worship facility or school building to offer as temporary housing for
homeless individuals or families to contact the MARCC office at
513.721.4843 or  Margaretafox@marcconline.com 

 Opportunities / More Resources

 
Free Online Worship Webinar 
w. Jason Moore  - Thurs Apr 2nd 1 PM

Join author, creative worship and guest readiness
coach Jason Moore for a 90-minute webinar for
how to face these unique challenges to worship.
Jason will lead your church into a deep dive
through the questions and answers that must be
asked and addressed as we worship today. 

Event is free but registration is required.
Register via WOCUMC.org

Online Church - Wednesday Evening



West Ohio's Greenhouse is launching an
experimental church this Wednesday, April1, at
8:00 p.m. to bring hope and community to those
around the globe who cannot attend Sunday
morning church (i.e. medical personnel, grocery
workers, homeschooling parents,  etc.).
Greenhouse Online Church will be a weekly
experience featuring 30 minutes of music, live
prayer requests/chat, and a message of hope from
diverse, multi-ethnic voices out of the
Greenhouse.
Our own Kabamba Kiboko of Forest Chapel
UMC will be appearing in the "Holding On To
Hope" sermon series.

Greenhouse gathers Wednesday from 8-8:30pm EST at plantwestohio.online.church.

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Cheviot UMC - Custodian Submit your own Ad
Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati - Associate Director
Anderson Hills UMC - Pastor of Visitation and Senior Ministry
Oxford UMC - Director of Children's Ministry
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Director of Operations
Bethany UMC - Director of Student Ministries
Cornerstone UMC - Worship Director
Middletown First UMC - Guitarist/Songleader
 
Items needed and available:

State Avenue UMC: Needed! Food pantry items
Christ, Prince of Peace UMC: Gas stove available for purchase
Waynesville UMC: Shed available for purchase
Oak Hills UMC: Free! Padded Church Pews
Milford First UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and
remember in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. W. Thomas Beckett who died Monday, March 23, 2020. He was a retired pastor from the West
Ohio Conference who served appointments at Eckhart (Maryland); Philo; Newark First; Paulding; Xenia
Faith Community; Genoa; Reynoldsburg; and Portage churches. He is survived by his wife, Louise
Beckett. A memorial service will be held at a later date.




