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Wishing you a blessed Holy Week and Easter
from your Ohio River Valley District leaders

From UMC Discipleship: Easter Virtual Choir

"Thine Be The Glory" is an Easter celebration hymn that transcends time and cultures.

This was an amazing experience bringing together over 400 singers from different
countries, congregations, and communities – proving that even in the midst of a pandemic
we are still united.

Use this link to learn more about the song - and to download the video if you would like to
incorporate it into your Easter celebrations

Way of the Cross for Justice: No More Death Penalty

Join IJPC (Intercommunity Justice and Peace Center) for a self-
guided Good Friday pilgrimage connecting the suffering brought
about by injustice in our day.

Friday April 2 anytime between 12-2 PM
St. Francis Seraph Church (1615 Vine St, Cinci 45202)



Beginning at St. Francis Seraph Church and continuing at 9 stops
along the Cincinnati Bell Connector streetcar route, read
reflections on your smartphone or printed materials.

This self guided pilgrimage can be done at any time of the day
that is convenient for you, via bike, walking, car, or streetcar, and
can be done individually or in small groups. The streetcar arrives
at every station at 12-15 minute intervals.

Learn more here via IJPC.org

Download the reflection materials here.

Praying for Our Churches

Each week during 2021, the staff of the Ohio River Valley
District will be praying for one or more of our churches. During
the month of March we pray that the congregations, pastors and
church ministries of the following churches will find joy in the
daily work of responding to God's direction, a joy that generates
perserverance for all that is set before us this year.

Week of April 4
Faith Community - Pastors Tim Waught and Julie Alsip / PPRC Chair Amy Chandler
Mt Moriah - Pastor Kerry Wood / PPRC Chair Candace Florey

Week of April 11
Camp Dennison - Pastor TBA / PPRC Chair Mike Tingley
Sharonville - Pastor Kurt Tomlinson / PPRC Chair Robert Morris

Week of April 18
Amelia - Pastor Ed Groff / PPRC Chair Thom Mooney
North Bend - Pastor Scott Stephans / PPRC Chair Vickie Paulin

Week of April 25
Batavia Emmanuel - Pastor Joe Royer / PPRC Chair Terry Moles
Union Chapel - Pastor Mark DeYoung / PPRC Chair Jeff Conarroe

Bishop Palmer’s Leadership Clinic with Carey Nieuwhof: 
"Burning Out and Coming Back"

Thursday, April 15 - Register Here

Bishop Palmer’s next Leadership Clinic guest is Carey Nieuwhof, best-selling author,
pastor, and leading voice in church innovation. Carey Nieuwhof is a former lawyer and
founding pastor of Connexus Church in Canada. He's the author of several best-selling
books, including his latest, Didn't See It Coming: Overcoming the Seven Greatest



Challenges That No One Expects But Everyone Experiences.

Carey holds degrees in law, theology and history and speaks to leaders around the world
about leadership, change, and personal growth. He writes one of today's most widely read
Christian leadership blogs at www.CareyNieuwhof.com and hosts the top-rated Carey
Nieuwhof Leadership Podcast where he interviews some of today's best leaders. His
content is accessed over a million times a month. He is passionate about helping people
thrive in life and leadership, both personally and within their organizations.

Carey's previous books include Lasting Impact: 7 Powerful Conversations That Will Help
Your Church Grow, Leading Change Without Losing It, and Parenting Beyond Your
Capacity, co-authored with Reggie Joiner.

Carey’s title for the training portion of the Leadership Clinic will be “Burning Out and
Coming Back.” Chances are that you know someone who has burned out or might be on
the edge of it yourself. Burnout today seems almost to be a rite of passage. In this talk,
Carey looks at signs of burnout and identifies several types of burnout that impact more
leaders than most people realize. He shares about how to recover from burnout and stay
healthy.

Carey’s LIVE training will be followed by an interactive interview with Bishop Palmer about
the future of church, and your questions. The live webcast will be Thursday, April 15
from 10:00am – 12:00pm EST. Register here

Congratulations to our ORV churches who have received a grant of up to $1,000!
 
The churches had a representative attend Bishop Palmer’s Leadership Clinic in March
with Nona Jones and filled out an application stating what they would do with the amount
requested for their communications or technology ministry. We have reviewed the
applications and awarded these churches based on their request. We are excited to see
how this grant will impact the churches and their communities. 
 
Branch Hill, Epiphany UMC, Forest Chapel UMC, Franklin First UMC, Gaines UMC,
Hope UMC in Franklin, Mt. Moriah, Oak Hills United Methodist Church,
Oregonia UMC, Owensville UMC, Park Avenue UMC, Park Church at Zoar,
Perintown UMC, Red Lion UMC, Sabina UMC, Sharonville UMC,
St. Paul Community UMC, Trinity UMC, Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati,
Williamsburg UMC

West Ohio Virtual Annual Conference
Registration Opens April 5

West Ohio Virtual Annual Conference is scheduled for
Sunday, June 6 and Monday June 7. It will all be
virtual, with the same process as last year. Online
Registration begins April 5 and will close May 5.

Only Clergy and Lay Members will be allowed to register.

If you have questions about registration, please contact the District Office

The Ohio River Valley District is in need of At-
Large members.
 



We are looking for leaders who have been active
participants in their congregation and who are
spiritually-minded. Applicants must be committed
people who love Christ, others and in particular the
United Methodist Church. The decisions made
regarding recommendations and the election of
delegates to General and Jurisdictional
Conferences are crucial to our future together. If
you sign up to be an At-Large member then it is
expected that you will attend the 2021 Virtual West Ohio Annual Conference barring some
unforeseen emergency. We will create a waiting list just in case someone cannot attend.
 
If you would like to be an At-Large member for this year's virtual annual conference and
have not served in this capacity before, please complete this application for
consideration.

If you served last year and would like to do so again this year, send an email to Nancy
Newton.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact the district office at
513.421.2057 or email Nancy.

LAWRENCE COUNTY CLEAN UP

There are still many properties in Lawrence County that need brush clean-up due to the
impact of the winter ice storm. Crews from many volunteer organizations have been hard
at work cleaning up downed trees and clearing brush. Many families either can't physically
do the work or cannot afford to hire someone. They are relying on volunteers to assist
them. The Lawrence County Emergency Management Agency has compiled a list of over
200 properties that still need help. The West Ohio Conference and Shawnee Valley
District can help you coordinate a team. E-mail the district office for more information.

Virtual ERT Recertification Class Set for April 10

On Saturday, April 10, from 9am-1pm,
West Ohio will hold a virtual ERT recertification class using ZOOM online. The four-hour
course will be taught by West Ohio ERT trainers and is approved by UMCOR.

Registrants must complete a background check and submit a photo prior to the training in
order to participate. Register here.

The class is only for ERT’s who have already completed the 8-hour basic course and need
to recertify. The class costs $20 and is limited to 25 participants, so register now!
Questions? Email mgrace@wocumc.org.

Resources

Next Teaching Tuesday:
April 13 at 11:30 AM via Zoom



Courageous Conversations –
Structured Dialogues for Learning

In this workshop, we’ll explore the need for dialogues and how
the church can witness to the world through engaging in
Courageous Conversation styled events. Additionally, we’ll see
why setting up a Design Team, Facilitators, and Covenants are
crucial for fruitful dialogues. Register here via SignUpGenius

Next Generation Leadership Internship
It is with great pleasure that we announce the opening of the
Next Generation Leadership
Ministry Intern Application process. Since its inception, the
Next Generations Leadership
Ministry Interns have been able to discern calls to Ministry
and Service in a variety of ways. The pay for the Internship
is $4000.00 during the summer, starting June 2 and
ending July 23.
Internship placements are with engaging local churches throughout the West Ohio
Conference. Applicants must be college students who are available for the duration of the
Internship. Please encourage students who have expressed a desire to explore a call to
ministry and/or service to apply- download the form here:

The Application Deadline is April 19, 2021.
For questions, please email Rev. Donnetta Peaks,
dpeaks@wocumc.org or call 614-844-6200, 314.

From Anderson Churches for Racial Unity:

We’re pleased to announce our latest program,
which will be held virtually on Tuesday, April 13. 
Hate at Home: Anti-Semitism and Why it
Matters Today explains how Anti-Semitism has
changed over time. Justin Kirschner from the
Jewish Community Relations Council and Jodi
Elowitz from the Holocaust and Humanities Center
will be our guest speakers. Justin and Jodi have put this program together as a way to
inspire us to combat Anti-Semitism and other forms of extremism in our own communities.
Please join us for discussion on a topic of interest in the local, as well as the national,
community.
Register at https://hateathome.eventbrite.com 

Classifieds

Paid and unpaid job openings:
Senior High/Young Adult Minister - Lebanon UMC
Summer Americorp Interns - UMC Food Ministry
Preschool Director - Sharonville UMC
Director of Finance - Epiphany UMC
Director of Family and Student Ministry - John Wesley UMC
Keyboardist/Pianist - North Bend UMC
Director of Student and Family Ministries - Shiloh UMC

Items needed and available:



Free! Hand sanitizer for spray bottles - St. Mark's UMC
Free! Choral music - Daphne Robinson

Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified

A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Mildred DeLong who died Tuesday, March 23, 2021. She was married to the late Rev.
Gilbert DeLong who was a retired pastor from the West Ohio Conference. He served
appointments at Belmore, Oakwood Centenary, Pioneer Alvordton, Countryside Chapel,
Medway, Sharon Park, and Bradner churches. Funeral arrangements are pending with the
Hanneman Funeral Home, 302 East Maple Street, Liberty Center, Ohio 43532. To read
her obituary and leave condolences online click here.


