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ORV COVID-19 Resources Page: 

To help our churches stay connected while social distancing, we have compiled this page of resources
for you: live-streaming resources, grants, mental health support, and much more. Check back often. We
will be adding to it on a regular basis as more information becomes available. Resources here. 

 
COVID-19 Response Facebook Group

The ORV District Facebook page has added a
new group section for sharing ministry stories in
the midst of COVID-19. Have a joy or encouraging
story to share with other leaders? Need fellow
workers or support? Check out the public
Facebook group!

Colocate Virtual Youth Event This Sunday



Colocate's District Wide Youth Event scheduled for this Sunday is moving to a virtual one!
Tune into Colocate's Facebook page this Sunday evening to be a part of it - there will be opportunities
for fun and fellowship virtually - including a video contest!

Call for Children's Ministry Stories

We applaud our children and youth staff for coming up
with creative ways to engage young folks virtually. We
want to hear these stories so we can share them and
foster more creativity. Please share your virtual
children's ministry stories with Nick Federinko -
presentorv@gmail.com

 
UM Financial Credit Union is offering ministry
relief loans through this challenging time. Of note:
a $100,000 secured loan at 2.9%, a $50,000
unsecured loan, and $10,000 emergency loans for
clergy. Read more here.

 Creative Responses to the Pandemic

From Kathy Currier at Epiphany UMC:

"Last weekend while we were all only able to live
stream our worship services, Epiphany actually
took in five new members. All five had committed
to becoming members and didn't want to miss the
opportunity even though they were all stuck at
home watching on the computer screen. So we
went through the membership questions and they
shared their comments on Facebook live as to
why they wanted to join. 

This weekend we also have new members joining
virtually. I think this is pretty exciting given the fact
that we're all anxious and fearful in this uncertain
time. 
The mission of the church marches on!

Drive-In Worship Services: 
One Church's Experience
 
Pastor Bruce Batchelor-Glader
Newtown UMC

" Since there has been much interest in developing ministries
that include safe distancing while also encouraging growing
community, I was asked to share some thoughts about drive-in
worship." 

Read Bruce's article here. 



Responses to Needs at Hartwell and Hartzell:

We are going to be serving breakfast/lunch packs (provided through UMC Food Ministry) on M,W,F
starting tomorrow 3-23-20.  When I called Hartwell schools to see what we could do, they said that all
their kids had to go 2.5 miles to Roselawn because CPS wasn't having them as a delivery site.  So we
fixed that.  We started this past Friday with homework packet pick up and another organization donated
130 lunches, and we gave them all out.  There are 600 kids in this school all on Free/reduced lunch. 
This is a big need!

We are also starting a pantry: The Well Community 4 Us, Inc. which should help with grants and things
down the road.  I've already reached out to a few area churches to have them as partners. The hope is
to also contact other needed agencies the next couple of weeks to see if they can operate a couple
hours out of the church building to meet needs.

Hartzell UMC is part of a community group of churches that partner with the schools of Deer Park.  This
is One Deer Park and we are supporting food pantry items, food power packs and funds to help in the
Deer Park and surrounding area. Hartzell will also be involved at Hartwell as the weeks go on

- Pastor Laurie Steele

Getting Started with 
Live Streaming Worship

We know many of you are working on
livestreaming worship for the first time!
We know that every situation is different and each
team has different skill sets. We've collected a few
useful reads and resources to get you started:

- Video - guide for small churches doing their first Facebook live!
- West Ohio Conference's Guide To Livestreaming
- Hacking Christianity: Creating Live-streamed Worship in 3 Days
- Temporary Gratis License from OneLicense
- Ask the UMC: How Do We Livestream Legally?

- Don't hesitate to contact us for help! Nick Federinko did a Teaching Tuesday today on this topic, and
he is available to meet with you and help set up live streaming. Feel free to contact him for help.

Getting Started with 
Online Giving

Many folks have asked how to get started with
online giving. This UMCOM article gives some
good ideas on how to make giving easy. 

Also useful for church financial leaders: 
10 Ideas Amid the Coronavirus Crisis 

We're here to help- contact the District Office if
you have more questions.

Need for Housing for Homeless People

"Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition of Cincinnati (MARCC)  is asking
congregations and denominations", who may have a vacant manse,
worship facility or school building to offer as temporary housing for
homeless individuals or families to contact the MARCC office at



513.721.4843 or  Margaretafox@marcconline.com 

 Opportunities / More Resources

From Jeff Raker:

All: hope you are well and safe, and being safe.
 
If you, or any of our ORV Pastors, or West Ohio
for that matter, could benefit from a 30 minute
session with me....no charge. Just my way to
serving the Kingdom.
 
It's really about situational coaching, but some
themes that come to mind include:

What are the right questions to be asking right now? Of myself? Of ministry?
Decisions to make - how do you figure it out? How do you make a decision when you feel paralyzed?
Stress and self-care - what do I do?
Getting over fear - what are some tools both personal and for congregation?
How to lead staff remotely? What do you need to look for? Watch out for?
Understanding my comfort zone and what it means for moving ahead
 
I'm not here to tell people what to do but to help them figure out what God is calling them to.
 
Jeffery A. Raker - Level Up Leadership Coaching
513-675-0570
@jeffrakercoach
jeff.raker64 (skype)
Jeff@levelupleadershipcoach.com

Rebekah Simon-Peter:
Creative Ways to Stay Connected

Dear Friends, Please join me and fellow congregational
leaders for a series of free, interactive conversations about
Congregations and COVID-19: Creative Ways to Stay
Connected. 
We will meet Tuesday to Friday mornings, from March
17-27, Noon EST, via Zoom. 
So grab a mug of your favorite beverage and let's talk.
Just click this link to join the conversation.

You have questions. We have answers.
There is no charge and EVERYONE is welcome.
See you there.

-Rebekah

 Church and Ministry Partner Events



Mt. Healthy UMC , German 
Style Dinner - POSTPONED

Wesley Education Center,
Centennial Celebration -POSTPONED

Groesbeck UMC, Priesthood
Of All Believers -  April 24-25

Cheviot UMC , An Evening with 
Teepa Snow - CANCELLED

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Cheviot UMC - Custodian Submit your own Ad
Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati - Associate Director
Anderson Hills UMC - Pastor of Visitation and Senior Ministry
Oxford UMC - Director of Children's Ministry
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Director of Operations
Bethany UMC - Director of Student Ministries
Cornerstone UMC - Worship Director
Middletown First UMC - Guitarist/Songleader
 
Items needed and available:

Christ, Prince of Peace UMC: Gas stove available for purchase
Waynesville UMC: Shed available for purchase
Oak Hills UMC: Free! Padded Church Pews
Milford First UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes


