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"Owning Our Stuff"
A Message from Bishop Palmer in the Midst of Violence
Dear friends of Jesus Christ:
I was crestfallen a week ago today when I heard about the tragic loss of
life and the enormous physical and moral injury inflicted upon those left
behind. My dismay is multi-layered....
The resurgence of anti-Asian rhetoric and violence is hardly new. Old as
it is it is nevertheless unacceptable in a civil society. It is abhorrent for
people of Christian faith. Or at least it ought to be. We are those who make the claim
that upon every person is stamped the image of God. Read more here.

Stories from the District:
McGonigle Millville UMC prepared 125 bags of food to feed the hungry in Hamilton,
Ohio. Pictured are the Confirmation Class, their mentors, and some local residents of
Hamilton gathered to pass out bag lunches.
Matthew 25:35 ESV: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.
-Joyce Ann Leyrer

Right now we are in an unusual season, where we see causes for hope for more normal
life, side by side with continued suffering, illness, and alienation.
If you or someone you know is struggling, Ohio Mental Health has several resources
specifically related to coronavirus related stress. Learn more here.

2021 Annual Conference: June 6 - 7
The 52nd session of the West Ohio Conference will
be held virtually Sunday June 6 from 2-6pm and
Monday, June 7 from 8:30am-4:30pm.
The Ohio River Valley District is in need of AtLarge members.
We are looking for leaders who have been active participants in their congregation and
who are spiritually-minded. Applicants must be committed people who love Christ, others
and in particular the United Methodist Church. The decisions made regarding
recommendations and the election of delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences
are crucial to our future together. If you sign up to be an At-Large member then it is
expected that you will attend the 2021 Virtual West Ohio Annual Conference barring some
unforeseen emergency. We will create a waiting list just in case someone cannot attend.
If you would like to be an At-Large member for this year's virtual annual conference and
have not served in this capacity before, please complete this application for
consideration.
If you served last year and would like to do so again this year, send an email to Nancy
Newton.
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact the district office at
513.421.2057 or email Nancy.

Virtual ERT Recertification Class Set for April 10
On Saturday, April 10, from 9am-1pm,
West Ohio will hold a virtual ERT recertification class using ZOOM online. The four-hour
course will be taught by West Ohio ERT trainers and is approved by UMCOR.
Registrants must complete a background check and submit a photo prior to the training in
order to participate. Register here.
The class is only for ERT’s who have already completed the 8-hour basic course and need
to recertify. The class costs $20 and is limited to 25 participants, so register now!

Questions? Email mgrace@wocumc.org.

Resources
From Anderson Churches for Racial Unity:
We’re pleased to announce our latest program,
which will be held virtually on Tuesday, April 13.
Hate at Home: Anti-Semitism and Why it
Matters Today explains how Anti-Semitism has
changed over time. Justin Kirschner from the
Jewish Community Relations Council and Jodi
Elowitz from the Holocaust and Humanities Center
will be our guest speakers. Justin and Jodi have put this program together as a way to
inspire us to combat Anti-Semitism and other forms of extremism in our own communities.
Please join us for discussion on a topic of interest in the local, as well as the national,
community.
Register at https://hateathome.eventbrite.com

If your church secured a PPP loan,
this is a “must-read.”
Dave Leininger is a CPA whose church is part
of the Minnesota Annual Conference. He
wrote the following piece to help churches
that have participated in the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP) with their reporting
– not just reporting numbers but telling the
stories of ministry and impact that the PPP
loans have made possible. Read here.

Multiply Minis: Relevant, timely trainings to multiply
your impact.
Over the past few months, the West Ohio Office of Fresh
Starts and New Beginnings staff have been engaging in
one-on-one conversations with leaders from around the
conference to check in and ask three questions:
What is going well in your church?
What are your challenges?
How can we best serve you in this next season?
In response to the feedback, 22 different Multiply Minis
have been created to meet the needs of West Ohio leaders. “I’m excited about the format,
the variety, the follow-up options, and the innovative approach of the Multiply Minis,
especially since they are based on the feedback we received. I encourage you to take as
many as you would find beneficial,” says Bishop Palmer.
Multiply Minis are live trainings for ministry leaders to break out of the norm and hear fresh
ideas. These 22 different options will encourage, inspire, and resource churches with the
most current topics and innovative best practices from practitioners across West Ohio and
beyond.
Each participant will leave the 90-minute webcasts with practical, ready-to-use tools along
with “the one big thing” to take home. After each Mini, participants can opt-in to ongoing
“Co- Labs” which are learning groups designed to help participants move from information
to action.
Multiply Minis are free for West Ohio clergy and laity. Space is limited to 150 participants

per Mini. To view the full listing of this year’s Multiply Minis and/or to register for any of the
sessions, visit www.multiplyminis.org. CEUs are available for all Multiply Minis.

10 Paradigm Shifts for Mission Renewal
From Lewis Center for Church Leadership
Congregational renewal requires more than figuring out
a better way to do what we’ve always done. Instead,
we need to figure out a new way to be who and what
God is calling us to be. The biggest challenges we face
are adaptive, not technical, requiring not just new
practices, but a new mindset. Read more here.

Dear Friends,
The Order of Deacons for the West Ohio Conference invite you to the 2021 Virtual Deacon
Formation Event on Saturday April 17, 8:30 am – 2:00 pm. The event will feature West
Ohio Conference’s Resident Bishop, Bishop Gregory V. Palmer and Director of Diversity
and Inclusion, Rev. April Casperson. The day will also feature stories of Deacons on
varying paths of ministry along with opportunities to connect with Deacons throughout the
United Methodist Connection.
The registration link for the event is: https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2021bi-annual-deacon-formation-event
Scripture: I John 3:2-3
"Dear friends, now we are God’s children, and it hasn’t yet appeared what we will be. We
know that when God appears we will be like God because we’ll see God as God is. And all
who have this hope in God purify themselves even as God is pure."
We’re looking forward to being with you via Zoom.

Doing VBS this summer? Planning for kids' activities?
Consider getting your meals from UMCFoods!
"SUMMER is right around the corner! As we return to in-person activities in some ways,
we want to make sure that our children are fed, and that your programs have great meals
to give your kids

Please use the link to tell us about your need for SFSP meals to pass out at your sites.
Please note: This is primarily for in-person eating at your program site. The majority of our
meals delivered to your site will be hot meals.
IF YOU ARE A CHILD CARE currently operating with UMCFood, please DO NOT fill this
form out. This form is for all of our sites that serve only school-age children, and have inperson activities happening this summer
DEADLINE IS April 9 to guarantee your spot with UMCFood."

Classifieds
Paid and unpaid job openings:
UMC Food Ministry - Summer Americorp Interns
Sharonville UMC - Preschool Director
Epiphany UMC - Director of Finance
John Wesley UMC - Director of Family and Student Ministry
North Bend UMC - Keyboardist/Pianist
Shiloh UMC - Director of Student and Family Ministries
Items needed and available:
Anderson Hills UMC - Free! Pre-filled communion cups/wafers
St. Mark's UMC - Free! Hand sanitizer for spray bottles
A friend - Free! Choral music
Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified

A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
Rev. Dr. Paul Stuckey who died Friday, March 12, 2021. He was a retired pastor from
the West Ohio Conference. He served appointments at Blue Lick, Benton Ridge Circuit,
Hicksville Trinity, Lima Sharon Park, Westerville Church of the Master, Dayton Grace,
Kettering Christ churches and twice as a District Superintendent. Obituary. He is survived
by his wife, Margaret "Peg" Stuckey. His memorial service will be held on Sunday, March
28, 2021 at 2pm at Christ United Methodist Church, 3440 Shroyer Road, Kettering,
Ohio 45429 or can be livestreamed by clicking here. In lieu of flowers, the family is
encouraging donations in Paul's honor to the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) at UMCmission.org. Please send condolences to Peg and family at 1003 Deer
Run Road, Centerville, Ohio 45459.
_______________________________________________________________________

Rev. George Sidwell who died Thursday, March 4, 2021. He was a retired pastor from
West Ohio who served appointments at Rio Grande, North Broadway, Englewood
and Ithaca churches. He also served Amity church and Gambier-Amity-Hopewell Charge
in the East Ohio Conference as well as a Missionary in South Korea.
His wife, Edna, preceded him in death. Memorial services are pending. To read
his obituary and leave condolences online click here.

