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In case you missed it : live devotional reflection from the Bishop over the weekend

"Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world 
but to save the world through him."    John 3:15-16

 
It was only two weeks ago that many of us prayerfully considered and preached on this passage.
Today it comes to mind as we are in a radically different place. 
 
Today we are in a place of anxiety, fear, and the unknown as we anticipate the spread of the
coronavirus.  Today we might resonate more with the people in Numbers 21 who were overwhelmed
with fear in the desert as they faced scarcity, snakes, and what they thought was certain death.
But Moses called them to faith over fear, to gratitude for provision over grumbling, and as they shifted
their focus, they were healed.
 
This passage about Nicodemus and being born again is about shifting our focus and considering things
in a new way. 



Jesus tells us that he will be the one raised up on the cross and that when we shift our gaze and focus
on him, we also will find healing.  It may not come in the way we first hope for.  Healing is not the
absence of illness or suffering, but a greater power in response to the illness and suffering that brings
about new life in body, spirit, or in community. 
 
These verses in John 3 call us during these anxious and unsettling days to shift our attention from fear
to faith.

May we each keep our focus on our faith during this difficult season.  May we be those who call our
congregations and communities to choose faith over fear, to trust God's provision over scarcity, and to
continue to speak these words of truth:  "For God so loved the world..." that he gives us Jesus, even
today, especially today, that we might find healing power and abundant life in him.

- Rev. Suzanne Allen

Engaging In Ministry During the Coronavirus Outbreak
Message from Todd

We are here to serve with you.  COVID 19 grants of up to $250 are available  to help you respond to
those in your community most impacted by the virus through the District Office.  No application is
needed.  Just send an e-mail request to sallen@wocumc.org for approval and keep your receipts for
reimbursement.

Churches are Responding

Churches are responding in various ways to the needs in their community.
We will keep a space in our News and Notes - and on our Facebook - to share updates if you notice a
need, are looking for volunteers, or want to connect with other churches. 
Let us know what you're doing and how the Ohio River Valley District can support you.

School Meals w. Hyde Park Community UMC:

Hyde Park Community UMC  (1345 Grace Ave.) will distribute food from 12:00p-1:00p at
1345 Grace Ave. every day (including weekends) starting Tuesday, March 17. Children need to
be present to receive meals. 
The Warehouse (in Over-the-Rhine at 1310 Race St.) will distribute food from 2:00p-4:00p
every day (including weekends) starting Thursday, March 19. Children need to be present to
receive meals. 
In order to serve, you need to complete an online training BEFORE you arrive. Please make
sure to watch the Summer Full Training Video. You will need to enter your name and email
before the video starts and successfully complete an online test afterward to log that you have
completed the training. Watch the training here 
Sign up to help here  or learn more via Hyde Park Community's website

Thomas Hargis at Calvary Hilltop: Three Big Needs

1) Fridge space.  Calvary's food pantry is ramping up to deliver to people unable to get to the grocery.
They need cold storage space - they have trucks to pick up fridges if you can donate them- or the
money to buy it. 
2) Accelerating planting.  Calvary plans to double their amount of grown food for the community:
2,400 pounds of tomatoes this year. Contact Thomas Hargis to come out and volunteer with the farm



team- all the tools and dirt and seeds are there, they just need human-power.
3) Food distribution:  Volunteers are needed to help get food out to distribution hubs in the
neighborhood, and to vulnerable individuals. Meals are also being served in front of church Monday-
Friday at noon. Contact thomas.e.hargis@gmail.com  to help with any of these efforts.

Conference Board Allocates $500,000
to Aid Local Churches 
in Clergy Benefits
 
The West Ohio Conference Board of Pensions and
Health Care Benefits passed an emergency plan to
support clergy benefit payments for local churches in
need. Eligibility and application information are
expected to be released on Friday, March 20. Should
you have questions once the information has been
released, please contact Mike Kremnitzer
at mkremnitzer@WOCUMC.org.

 Resources

Getting Started with 
Live Streaming Worship

We know many of you are working on
livestreaming worship for the first time!
We know that every situation is different and each
team has different skill sets. We've collected a few
useful reads and resources to get you started:

- Video - guide for small churches doing their first Facebook live!
- West Ohio Conference's Guide To Livestreaming
- Hacking Christianity: Creating Live-streamed Worship in 3 Days
- Temporary Gratis License from OneLicense
- Ask the UMC: How Do We Livestream Legally?

- Don't hesitate to contact us for help! Nick Federinko did a Teaching Tuesday today on this topic, and
he is available to meet with you and help set up live streaming. Feel free to contact him for help.

Getting Started with 
Online Giving

Many folks have asked how to get started with
online giving. This UMCOM article gives some
good ideas on how to make giving easy. 

Also useful for church financial leaders: 
10 Ideas Amid the Coronavirus Crisis 

We're here to help- contact the District Office if
you have more questions.



Missional Church
Development Boost Grants 2020 

Questions: Has the Holy Spirit been whispering in
your heart. stirring a fresh dream about how to
cultivate new relationships with people outside
your church that will open the possibility of
connecting them to Jesus Christ? Are you longing
to experiment with a new risk-taking faith venture
that might require a small financial boost?

Purpose:West Ohio's Missional Church Development Team (MCD) seeks to make new, one-time
immediate "Boost Grants" of up to $5,000 available for churches longing to see new "Spirit-whispers"
become realities - by investing remaining dollars reallocated from the 2020 MCD revitalization grant
budget to help fuel your dream.

Explore and complete/submit the short "Boost Grant" application form online before or by April 27,
2020.

The MCD Team will complete Boost Grant award decisions no later than May 11, with release of Boost
Grant funds immediately to the recipient churches. Is now your time to step forward?

Complete Boost Grants application here.

Rebekah Simon-Peter:
Creative Ways to Stay Connected

Dear Friends, Please join me and fellow congregational
leaders for a series of free, interactive conversations about
Congregations and COVID-19: Creative Ways to Stay
Connected. 
We will meet Tuesday to Friday mornings, from March
17-27, Noon EST, via Zoom. 
So grab a mug of your favorite beverage and let's talk.
Just click this link to join the conversation.

You have questions. We have answers.
There is no charge and EVERYONE is welcome.
See you there.

-Rebekah

UMCOR SUNDAY March 22

 When watching disaster unfold around the globe,
many of us feel overwhelmed with the need to
help. For various reasons, often including safety
and timing, one of the best ways we can help is
through our offerings to the United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

UMCOR offers aid in Jesus' name to those who suffer: When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma and
Dayton, Ohio, we responded. When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded. When
a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded. And when the next crisis occurs, we will
be prepared to respond. 



On March 22, our contributions provide the necessary operating budget of UMCOR. This allows
them to funnel 100% of other donations received throughout the year directly to relief efforts.
UMCOR Sunday is where we come together to help. If, for some reason, your church is unable to
celebrate UMCOR Sunday on March 22, we encourage you to select another Sunday to focus on the
ministry of UMCOR. Learn more about UMCOR here.  

 Educational Opportunities

 
Teaching Tuesday:

Next week's Teaching Tuesday will be held electronically by Zoom.
A link will be sent early next week.

Roadmap to Recovery Ministry: March 24, 11:30 am-1:30 pm             

INSTRUCTOR: Rev. Mike Martin, The Park at Zoar UMC

Recovery ministry began as specialized form of outreach in the church and took hold in the late 1990s.
Over the past several decades we have seen both large and small churches invest more and more into
this ministry, especially since the surge of heroin addiction in our communities. Pastors and church
leaders are recognizing that a wide range of addictions from substance abuse, pornography, gambling
and co-dependency are waging war, not just against individuals outside of God's family but within the
body of Christ. How can the church serve the community of the addicted with spiritual guidance and
care? As a licensed local pastor, social worker and former Pastor of Care and Recovery at
Ginghamsburg UMC, Mike will share his roadmap for launching a recovery ministry in your setting
using his experience and own personal testimony. Time will be provided for Q&A.

Sign up here!

 Church and Ministry Partner Events

Mt. Healthy UMC , German 
Style Dinner - POSTPONED

Wesley Education Center,
Centennial Celebration - April 24



Groesbeck UMC, Priesthood
Of All Believers -  April 24-25

Cheviot UMC , An Evening with 
Teepa Snow - CANCELLED

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Cheviot UMC - Custodian Submit your own Ad
Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati - Associate Director
Anderson Hills UMC - Pastor of Visitation and Senior Ministry
Oxford UMC - Director of Children's Ministry
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Director of Operations
Bethany UMC - Director of Student Ministries
Cornerstone UMC - Worship Director
Middletown First UMC - Guitarist/Songleader
 
Items needed and available:

Christ, Prince of Peace UMC: Gas stove available for purchase
Waynesville UMC: Shed available for purchase
Oak Hills UMC: Free! Padded Church Pews
Milford First UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes


