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New Church Starts and Restarts in the ORV
 
Despite Covid, our work of planting new ministries and new congregations continues in
the ORV. 
This fall we celebrated the launch of the Salem Campus of Anderson Hills UMC. 
We are continuing to experience the good fruit from the 8 individuals from the ORV who
participated in the 2020 Greenhouse Cohort.
If you or your church is interested in launching ministry at a new location, online, or
leading a Fresh Expression, please reach out to Todd or Suzanne for more information.
 
Today we want to lift up The Warehouse. We were blessed by their leadership for
worship at our Training Day. In case you missed it, we wanted to share a clip with you so
that you might be blessed as well.

Here are a few words of introduction to their ministry from Pastors Sadell and Sherman
Bradley:

Thank you for your show of support for our Worship Team at the District's Resisting
Injustice Seminar last Saturday. It was our first foray into recording and releasing music,
so your encouragement was greatly appreciated.
 
The Warehouse Church is a multi-ethnic, inter-generational, and multi-class new
church start. Our partner in these efforts is Hyde Park Community UMC. We are new to
the UMC and would love the opportunity to foster relationships with you and your church,
should there be interest. We believe, especially at a time like this, that bridging divides,
fostering diversity, having a positive dialogue, and a solid action plan that moves the
wheels of justice forward are crucial. We can choose to make strides in these areas in the



ORV together.
 
Starting a multi-ethnic ministry with African-American leadership is not easy. Here's how
you can help:

Become a part of our prayer team
Join our email list that keeps you abreast of what we're doing
Spread the word about our events
Consider sending people to be a part of our Launch Team (we will let you know our
needs)
Consider partnering financially
Invite our Worship Team to offer music
Invite our leadership team to preach/teach at your church, or to help you engage in
dialogue on race and justice

If you are interested in hearing more, joining our email list, or partnering with us in some
way, please email me at sabradley@hpcumc.org.

Praying for Our Churches

Each week during 2021, the staff of the Ohio
River Valley District will be praying for one or
more of our churches. During the month of
February we pray that the congregations,
pastors and church ministries of the
following churches will find joy in the daily
work of responding to God's direction, a joy
that generates perserverance for all that is
set before us this year. 

Week of February 1:
Cornerstone - Pastor Aaron Brown / PPRC Chair Wanda Tumblison
Richland - Pastor Mark Zender / PPRC Chair Austin Zwoll

Week of February 8:
Cherry Grove - Pastors Paula Stewart, Patty Matthews, Jennifer Burns / PPRC Chair
Janet Brown
Monfort Heights - Pastors Angie Sherer, Jason Taylor / PPRC Chair Anna Sobolewski

Week of February 15:
Grant Memorial - Pastor Rick Christopher / PPRC Chair Jim Hackney
Oxford - Pastor Caleb Henry / PPRC Chair Diane Oak

Week of February 22:
Keys of the Kingdom - Pastor Vera Cole / PPRC Chair Claronda Wash-McGoogin
Sabina - Pastor David Brown / PPRC Chair Charles McMillan



Leaning into Justice

Ash Wednesday will kick off the Lent 2021: Leaning into Justice Challenge.
Each week of Lent we will roll out resources and ideas for learning, reflection and action
organized around a specific justice topic for that week with guidance about estimated time
commitments. Saturdays will involve an action item and Sunday will be a day of rest.
Follow the link to sign up to receive the challenge right to your inbox on a weekly or daily
basis.

Contact Kate Smith with any questions.

Also: Save the Date (Sunday March 14):
Lent Virtual Retreat - Holy Troublemakers and the Arc of Justice
March 14th from 2:00-5:00p via Zoom. More information to come next week

Lent Book Study - Sunday Evenings on Zoom

As part of the Ohio River Valley District's continuing commitment
to anti-racism, we'd like to invite you to a 6-week Lent book study
reading and discussing The Color of Compromise: The Truth
about the American Church's Complicity in Racism by Jemar
Tisby. The study will be done via Zoom so all across the
conference are invited to take part. Meetings will be guided by
Rev. Vicki Robinson from Church of the Saviour UMC Cincinnati
along with additional facilitators who will lead smaller groups in
Zoom break out rooms.

Discussions will be on Sunday evenings from 7-8:30pm starting
February 21 and will continue through March 28.

Information about the book from Amazon.com:
The Color of Compromise is both enlightening and compelling, telling a history we either
ignore or just don’t know. Equal parts painful and inspirational, it details how the American
church has helped create and maintain racist ideas and practices. You will be guided in
thinking through concrete solutions for improved race relations and a racially inclusive
church.

Please register here. Once you have signed up, purchase the book at your favorite book
store, and read the first 2 chapters before the first gathering on February 21.
 
Questions? Contact Rev. Vicki Robinson by email by clicking here.
The Zoom meeting information will be emailed to you prior to the first session.



Resources

Wondering Wednesdays - Tomorrow (Feb 10) at 11:30 AM
 
As we all know, C-19 has changed a lot of things - including
the way we do ministry. It seems like every new season brings
a Covid first. 
 
Suzanne and I have learned from pastors and laity in phone
calls, emails and Connecting Points that you have a lot on your
mind. We thought it would be helpful to get together every
couple of months with you to talk about issues brought on by this period of pandemics.
We hope you will be part of the conversation.
 
Please join us next week for our next installment of Wondering Wednesdays.
Sign up via SignUpGenius and the Zoom link will be emailed.

Black History Month Resources
from United Methodist Women

February is Black History Month — a time to reflect on the history
of Black Americans and to honor the individuals and groups who
have worked tirelessly toward racial justice.
As outlined in the Racial Justice Charter, United Methodist Women
works to eliminate all forms of institutional racism; to study,
understand and appreciate the historical and cultural contributions
of each race to the church and community; to support and
participate in the worldwide struggle for liberation in the church
and community, and much more. 
We will continue to bring you resources for Black History Month and racial justice.
Find some resources here.

Message from the Wesley Foundation

Are you a UC Student? Are you going to be a UC Student?
Do you know a UC Student?
If you answered yes, we want to tell you more about
Living at Wesley!

The Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati has openings in both
campus houses for the 2021-2022 academic year. The Wesley
House, located at 2717 Clifton Avenue, has rooms open for
undergraduate students, and our house at 650 Riddle Road
has space available for graduate and professional students.
Both house are conveniently located to UC’s main/Uptown
West campus and is a short walk to the medical campus. We are also a short drive from
Cincinnati State Technical and Community College’s Clifton Campus.
As you consider your housing options at UC, we hope you will consider this unique
opportunity to live in Christian community. Rent covers all utilities.
For more information or to schedule a tour, contact us at (513) 861-2929 or
info@wesleyuc.org

Holy Week Webinar:
Thursday, Feb 11, at 3 p.m. EST



Redemption and resurrection. We celebrate both
during Holy Week, and this year’s services – after a
year of living with a global pandemic and deep cultural
divides – provide an opportunity to connect your faith
communities with both spiritual traditions and each
other.

In this special live broadcast, Amplify's panel of worship leaders will help you creatively
plan. Their ideas and discussion will be around topics such as:

-Many churches have been apart for the last year. If in-person activities are an option in
your community, how will you also engage those who will choose to stay home?

-During Easter, we celebrate Jesus’ victory over death. With so much loss, that message
will resonate differently this year. What Easter rituals and new traditions can honor the
year we’ve experienced?

-How do we involve children and families – both at home and in the church – during this
year’s services?

Join in for this creative and inspiring hour, as we prepare to celebrate: “Death has been
swallowed up by a victory” (1 Corinthians 15:54). Learn more here.

Loving People and Planet in the Name of God
Zoom Webinar- Thursday and Sunday evenings beginning Feb 28

This Zoom workshop sponsored by the United Methodist Creation
Justice Movement will prepare you to understand creation care and
climate justice in the Wesleyan Tradition; to recognize environmental
concerns and solutions; to incorporate creation care into your worship;
and to exercise environmental stewardship in the life of your
congregation and community. It will focus on practical approaches to
greening your buildings, your grounds, your ministry, and your
witness. Five 2-hour sessions will be presented each from 7-9 pm ET
on Feb 28 and Mar 4, 7, 11 & 14, 2021. Cost is $15.

More information and registration can be found here

For West Ohio lay members the workshop meets requirements for the Environmental
Stewardship Advanced Lay Leadership training; contact bobdowns@sbcglobal.net for
details.

Armstrong Chapel's Super Charge Men's Event
Goes Virtual

When: Saturday, March 6
Time: 9am-10am
Where: Online via Zoom

How do you reach heights you have always dreamed
about – things like a great career, long time marriage,
children, grandchildren, and secure retirement?

Tom Hume, former pitcher for the Cincinnati Reds will
share how his faith and what developed inside of him
made it possible to:
Pitch in the major leagues for 10 years
Get the last out in the All-Star game

Receive the Sporting News Fireman of the Year Award
Overcome knee surgery
Become a clubhouse faith leader



Survive a fire
Coach the Reds bullpen relievers for 11 years

This event is free with a request for a donation to support of the Men’s Ministry, the
Madisonville Braves baseball/softball program and food supplies for MEAC – the
Madisonville Education and Assistance Center.  

Register

It's church audit time!
 
Has your church completed its annual audit of
financial records? Are your assets being safeguarded?
Are your church finances in compliance with the law
and The Book of Discipline?
 
This Local Church Audit Guide will help you
understand what independent audits are, and help you prepare your church for an audit. It
shares tips and tools to help your church manage the audit process.

Classifieds

Paid and unpaid job openings:
North Bend UMC - Keyboardist/Pianist
Shiloh UMC - Director of Student and Family Ministries
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Children's Pre K-6 Teacher
Miami Whitewater UMC - Custodian
John Wesley Early Learning Center - Assistant Teacher
Anderson Hills UMC - Director of Student Ministry

Items needed and available:
A friend - Free! Small electronic piano & choral music
Faith Community UMC member - Free! Handmade cloth masks

Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified

A Call to Prayer

Mama Shimba and Bishop Ntambo are both hospitalized in the DR Congo with multiple
medical complications. The doctors do not fully know what is happening. Bishop Ntambo
and his wife are spiritual giants. He has been recognized internationally for his
peacemaking abilities between warring factions. Through his leadership, the hungry have
been fed, children educated, clean water extended to many villages, health care made



accessible, women invited into leadership roles, and the love of Jesus shared. And it was
his wife, Mama Shimba, who said that the church needed to care for the orphans who
appeared in Kamina after the war. Please hold them and their family in prayer.
_______________________________________________________________________

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Floyd Miller who died Saturday, January 30, 2021. He was a retired pastor from
the West Ohio Conference who served appointments at Emanuel, Emanuel-Farley, Rising
Sun-Kansas, Moline, and Western Avenue. He also served churches in the Ohio
Sandusky Conference.  
Preceding him in death was his wife, Madonna Miller. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
there will be no memorial service at this time. You can make donations to Church of the
Cross United Methodist Church in Toledo, Ohio by clicking here. To read his obituary and
leave condolences online click here.

_______________________________________________________________________

Rev. R. Frederic Kinne who died Wednesday, February 3, 2021. He was a retired pastor
from West Ohio Conference. He served appointments at Gore Charge, Raymond Charge
and West Jefferson and Pleasant Chapel churches. Preceding him in death was his wife,
Abby. The family is planning a memorial service to celebrate his life in the spring. For
questions about his memorial service, contact Stephanie Kinne at sckinne@gmail.com or
740-644-7458. Cards can be mailed to Rene Flowers, 12715 Fairview Road, Heath, Ohio
43056. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you make a donation to St. Vincent Haven,
115 Wilson Street, Newark, Ohio 43055 in Rev. Kinne's name. To read his obituary and
leave condolences online click here.


